July 9, 2024


Lane Changes while riding in groups


Changing lanes while riding in groups can be challenging at times, but also can be easy if done properly.

The person who decides which lane the group will ride in is the Road Captain. The road captain works in conjunction with the sweep (or tail gunner). The key to changing lanes is crucial and the best way for them to communicate is with their CB’s or paired devices such as a SENA or other brand.

If the group is big enough and due to the range of some communication devices you may need a mid-road captain to pass information on.

The proper procedure for changing lanes is for the road captain to ask the sweep to secure lane X when it is safe. Once the sweep secures the lane, they will let the road captain know it is secure and if there are any other vehicles in the lane that need to pass before he moves the group over.

The road captain will turn their blinker on give the proper hand signal as to which way the group is moving. This hand signal should be passed down to the group as well as using their blinkers.

The most common mistake I see in groups changing lanes is that when someone sees the sweep move over, they move over before the road captain moves over. This can create an issue if for some reason the road captain who can see father ahead than the group aborts the lane change. Remember a lane change should look like a snake moving. 


Ride Safe
Andrew Trapani
ALR DOC Safety Officer
