THE AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
Department of California
18th Annual American Legion Riders Convention
Hollister, CA
 649 San Benito Street
Hollister, CA 95023
April 11 - 13, 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk131066981]MINUTES

[bookmark: _Hlk131667671]Saturday April 12, 2025

9:00 a.m. 			Opening of 18th ALRDOC Convention
· Advancement of Colors-Boy Scouts Troups 436 & 2436
· Invocation-Chaplain Cris Molina
· POW/MIA-Sergeant-At-Arms Jeff Carson 
· Pledge of Allegiance-Sergeant-At-Arms Jeff Carson
· National Anthem-Debbie Ortiz
· American Legion Riders Preamble-Director Mike Smith 

Greeting
State Director, Mike Smith

Welcome to the 2025 18th American Legion Riders Convention! Hope everyone had a great ride here! Thank you to Scout Troops #436 and #2436 for posting colors. Thank you DEBBIE ORTIZ, WHO IS THE WIFE OF A VFW POST 9242 MEMBER for singing of our National Anthem. Make sure you take some time to see Quartermaster and other vendors who are here. Recognize Post 69 Commander/Vice Director Robert DeLuna, Chapter Director Larry Earl and Area 2 Vice Director Pete ‘Not Robert’ Torrecillas. Thank you for all your hard work getting us to Convention. A short ride was posted on the Eventbrite page however this ride has been cancelled. Tonight, we will be having dinner
and festivities here. Dinner will begin 1 hour (hopefully about 1700 hours/5pm) after we go into recess. Any questions please ask Larry, Robert or Pete. Thank you to our distinguished guests and American Legion Family distinguished guests for taking time to be here. Your time away from your normal life is greatly appreciated! Riders, some of our American Legion Family guests are candidates for state positions. Please take this opportunity to talk with them. Find out about them. This is your time to find out what their vision for the Legion over the next year, but politely. You may have already noticed, but not only do we have the Riders Quartermaster here, we also have the California American Legion Store here. In my short time in the Legion Family, I have found members of the Riders often where other hats within the Legion Family. If you
are, or have been, in a leadership position at your Post, Unit, Squadron, Area or District, would you please stand? (THANK THEM FOR THEIR WORK). You are why I say Riders lead the way. Thank you will never be enough for all of your hard work, time and effort.

A LITTLE HOUSE KEEPING
 RESTROOMS ARE IN THE BACK
 PLEASE NO LIQUIDS/FOOD ON THE MAIN FLOOR.
 PLEASE PICK UP AFTER YOURSELF AND DON’T TRASH THE JOINT!
 CONVENTION COINS. LOCAL BUSINESS’ HAVE OFFERED A DISCOUNT
FOR THOS WITH A CONVENTION COIN. PETE, LARRY OR ROBERT WILL
HAVE THE LIST OF PARTICIAPTING BUSINESS OWNERS.
 BIKE BLESSING SATURDAY AT OPEN LOT ADJACENT TO MEMORIAL BLDG AND AT 0800. CONDUCTED BY FATHER CARLOS WARFIELD. FATHER CARLOS WAS ACTIVE ARMY AND IS NOW ARMY RESERVE.
 Prior to the introduction of our Distinguished guests, I am going to turn it over to our Vice Director.
I have a Director’s patch with Velcro on it. Do we know who this belongs to? It belongs to Larry Earl, Director of Chapter 69. What would you give to get it back? Chapter 69 gave $69 to get it back.

State Vice Director Ralph Wenzinger Recognition of War Eras

Good morning brother and sister Riders, guests, ladies and gentlemen. For those of you who I have not met, I am Ralph Wenzinger. I have to privilege of serving as the Vice Director of the American Legion Riders for the Department of California.
This morning, I have the honor of introducing several American heroes who are amongst us. They are the reason why the American Legion exists. If you are a member of a group I am about to recognize, regardless of whether you are an American Legion Rider or not, please stand. I would ask the audience to hold your applause until the end I am done.
If you served during (fill in the war/conflict) Please stand:
WW II	- 0						
Korea - 1
Vietnam – approximately 20
Lebanon – approximately 15
Grenada – approximately 30
Libya 1 or 2 – approximately 12
Panama – approximately 15
Gulf War – approximately 45
Somalia 1 or 2 – approximately 16
Bosnia - 11
Haiti - 11
Kosovo - 11
Afghanistan - 14
Yemen - 7
Iraq 1 or 2 – approximately 25
Uganda - 5
Niger - 3
Syria - 2
Next, are there any active-duty military members present? Please stand up.
Finally, are there any former Prisoners of War present? Please stand up.
To each and every one of you we say, thank you for your service and sacrifices. Welcome home!
Blue Star families present – 7
Gold Star families present - 1

Introduction of Local Dignitaries
City of Hollister Mayor Roxanne Stephens

It’s good to see all of you who have served. I have active duty in my family now. I was able to visit the Korean War Memorial for my uncle’s remembrance. 
1. Welcome to Hollister. We are happy and honored to have you. I got to see all the bikes and what a sight to see. We are very welcoming to our biker communities.
2. My goal is to change our image of what bikers are. We are thrilled to see you. The teddy bears are great. The animals help so much for those in crisis. Make your own ride back to visit our city and county. We have much to offer.
3. The Hollister Rally is back in a small way this year on July 4th and 5th. Every year we will be moving forward and being bigger.
Thank you for serving and being here.

Acknowledgment of Past Department Presidents/Secretaries

Past Presidents
06-07 Jim Banakus
07-08 Terry Baughman in memoriam
08-09 Luis Diaz
09-10 Steve Weber in memoriam
10-12 Luis Diaz
12-14 Albert Villa in memoriam
14-16 James Adames
16-19 Mick Sobczak
19-Nov 21 Rey Ruiz in memoriam

Past Secretaries
07-08 Jeff Gallagher
08-11 Anita Bart
11-14 Rita Christolear
14-16 Steve Weber in memoriam
16-17 Monique Clemons

[bookmark: _Hlk132008530]American Legion Family Dignitaries
                          Welcome by TAL Sergeant-At-Arms Richard Ramirez for 
Commander Nick Rosa

I bring greetings from Commander Nick Rosa. He will be here tomorrow. He is happy and proud of what the riders do. Keep up the good work and keep riding.

Welcome by Area 2 Vice Commander
Larry Maggio

Welcome. Welcome to Hollister. I lived here in the 90’s. The changes in the city are remarkable. Thanks for having convention on my weekend. Enjoy. Ask questions. Communications are important.
Welcome by the 28nd District Commander
Lois Flint

Hello and welcome. Nice to see all of you. You’re all amazing and do so much. District 28 has 12 posts. Ride those roads and have a great convention.

Presentation by Area 6 Vice Commander
Janice Somers

On behalf of Area 6 we want to thank you. You are the faces of the American Legion and stepped up for help with the fires. Ms. Somers presented a plaque.

Sons of the American Legion 
           Junior Vice Commander Bill Hernandez

We save and change lives. How can you help? 
1. By Being the One. Currently, 30% of those losing jobs are vets. 
2. Sponsoring for Boys and Girls State @ $855 for one week in Sacramento.
3. The Oratorical contest. Money is needed for the winners.
4. American Legion Baseball. Baseball changes lives. Would love to see a chapter sponsor a team for $550. One box of balls is $100. Buy 2 boxes, come to a game, meet the coaches and present each coach with a box of balls. The catcher is the quarterback for baseball. Whether regular schooled or home-schooled baseball provides needed socialization. You guys do a lot. Have a lot of fun here.

American Legion Baseball 
Judy Leonardi

It’s the 100th year anniversary of American Legion baseball. Babe Ruth was the first Director. We know baseball teaches life lessons. Thank you for being like a family and giving from the heart. Young kids don’t know about what the veterans have done and do. The Legion family has dwindled. We need to recruit at the level of baseball. We will be at Chapman University. We need to raise sponsorships of $100.000.00. In the Golden Glove challenge, Districts 29 and 14 won last year. Judy presented a swag bag to Mike Smith. She stated there were coasters for sale in te back. California American Legion Baseball has made its mark. We need auction items the Heroes, Legends and Baseball Dreams event. You can donate items or by using the QR code. Thanks to ALR for being a major sponsor last year and for your donations this year.



Candidate(s) for The American Legion, Department of California Commander 
David Brambilla

Good morning. I love the American Legion. When I joined the Legion 9 years ago. I became the Ways and Means chair at my post. Then I was the finance officer. Post 742 Corona was going to close. 3 years later the post has raised $500,000.00 dollars. The I was a covid commander. We were considered a non-essential business. We put together a covid mission. While the post was closed, we gutted the canteen and rebuilt it and still raised $60,000.00 while closed. We have a mileage problem in the American Legion. We don’t get out. In 10 years, we could cease to exist. The American Legion should be able to give final honors to our veterans. We wrote a grant and received 50 Honor Guard uniform. I was the 5th area vice Commander last year. We are fixing problems instead of focusing on our missions. We as a state need a plan and a mission. As Commander, I will implement a 3-year strategic plan. We need a long-term plan and mission. We need a master plan for our business. Let’s get back to business.

Jeff Freeman

Good morning. I have Air force and LEO experience. I’m running for Department commander. I sold my roofing company. Went in to the wood furniture business. I’ve been the CFO of my wife’s IT business. I have no problem being able to travel around. I traveled 14,000 miles during our membership drives. We need to repair the Legion finances. There was no money for the Department oratorical contest winners this year. Had to get donations. We need to run on grants. We raised 6 million in grants for my district. We have lost our way in the American Legion. The American Legion is not mentioned in the most active veteran’s organizations. We need departmental job fairs to help veterans find jobs. The ALR is our #1 visual presence. We need the ALR at our job fairs. We need to request the committees and commissions to report quarterly. They need to update their online pages. I promise I will live in my RV in Sanger for the 1st week in office so I am available.

Paul Rodriguez

Good morning. So proud to be here. We’ve come a long way since creating the ALR commission and becoming a program in 2007. I’m running for Department Commander. Ask me questions. Please support me as Department Commander.

ALRDOC ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS yellow = present

Director- Mike Smith 
Vice Director- Ralph Wenzinger 
Sergeant At Arms- Jeff Carson
Area 1 Vice Director- Martin Glenn
Area 2 Vice Director- Pete Torrecillas
Area 3 vice Director/Quartermaster Mike Phillips 
Area 4 vice Director- Milan Morgan
Area 5 Vice Director- Robert Partlow 
Area 6 Interim-Vice Director/Chaplain- Cris Molina-Interim
Secretary- Debbie Proffitt 
Judge Advocate- Donny Brannon EXCUSED
Membership- Rochelle Billet-Smith 
Historian- Louisa Carson 
Treasurer- Stan Tehee 
Safety officer- Andrew Trapani
Jr Past President- Rey Ruiz in memoriam
Service officer- George Smith 
Webmaster- Tom Lively
Parliamentarian/Past President- Mick Sobczak 
Past President- Jim Banakus 
Past President- Luis Diaz
Past President- James Adames 

Roll Call of Chapters

Ch 3 Hanford- 
District 9 Antioch-  
District 10- San Leandro- 
District 13- Santa Clara- 
Ch 16 Stockton-  
Ch 18 Visalia-  
Ch 20 Porterville-
Ch 26 Bakersfield-  
Ch 28 Petaluma-  
District 28 Prunedale- 
Ch 30 Pomona-  
Ch 31 Salinas- 
Ch 43 Hollywood-
Ch 48 Oxnard-  
Ch 50 Paso Robles- 
Ch 53 Hemet-
Ch 60 Brawley- 
Ch 61 San Pedro- 
Ch 64 Santa Cruz-  
Ch 69 Hollister- 
Ch 77-Woodland- 
Ch 79 Riverside- 
Ch 82 San Mateo- 
Ch 83 Merced- 
Ch 84 Auburn- 
Ch 88 Turlock- 
Ch 92 McCloud- 
Ch 95 Oroville-
Ch 100 Lemoore- 
Ch 105 Redwood City- 
Ch 108 Sutter Creek- 
Ch 111 Healdsburg- 
Ch 112 Ontario- 
Ch 119 Placerville- 
Ch 132 Orange- 
Ch 133 Huntington Beach- 
Ch 136 Arroyo Grande- 
Ch 146 Oceanside- 
Ch 147 Clovis- 
Ch 149 Escondido- 
Ch 176 San Fernando- 
Ch 180 Azusa-
Ch 184 Redondo Beach- 
Ch 200 Lake Elsinore- 
Ch 202 Brentwood-
Ch 210 Gridley- 
Ch 211 Lompoc- 
Ch 221 Tehachapi- 
Ch 229 Adelanto- 
Ch 233 Elk Grove-
Ch 255 National City-
Ch 256 Apple Valley- 
Ch 264 Lincoln- 
Ch 299 Chino- 
Ch 311 Lancaster- 
Ch 328 Norco- 
Ch 348 Palmdale- 
Ch 354 Buena Park
Ch 364 Santee- 
Ch 365 Vista- 
Ch 377 Tujunga-
Ch 383 Fair Oaks- 
Ch 416 Encinitas- 
Ch 421 Highland-
Ch 428 Banning- 
Ch 437 Clearlake- 
Ch 460 San Diego- 
Ch 468 Julian- 
Ch 476 California City- 
Ch 497 Bloomington-
Ch 507 Newhall- 
Ch 509 Fresno- 
Ch 519 Palm Springs- 
Ch 521 Rio Linda- 
Ch 534 Orcutt- 
Ch 555 Midway City- 
Ch 574 Moreno Valley- 
Ch 584 Big Bear Lake-
Ch 587 Foresthill- 
Ch 591 Seaside- 
Ch 595 Perris-
Ch 673 Durham- 
Ch 684 Ridgecrest-
Ch 711 Lake Isabella- 
Ch 716 Los Alamitos- 
Ch 739 Indio- 
Ch 741 Camarillo- 
Ch 755 Covina- 
Ch 804 Los Angeles- 
Ch 835 Rancho Cucamonga- 
Ch 852 Murrieta- 
Ch 872 Hughson- 
Ch 951 March Air Field-

Riders Everlasting Memorial Service, ALRDOC Chaplain

Ch 3-Frank Silva
Ch 20-John Alba
Ch 26 Don Kinkade
Ch 26 Bruce Murray
D 28 Dan Clay
Ch 79-Ken Karakas
Ch 84 Don Henderson
Ch 108 Thomas Ringlan
Ch 119 James Ayers
Ch 119 Chuck Peridon
Ch 136 Johnny Cox
Ch 149 Joseph Watt
Ch 202 Fran Curtis
Ch 202 Brad Vinson
Ch 221 Richard Keehmer
Ch 229 Larry Baxter
Ch 255 Kevin Finn
Ch 364-Dan Denhart
Ch 365-Ken Cross
Ch 509 Duane Oberquell
Ch 509 Ralph Racacho
Ch 509 Stan Shorey
Ch 521 Marcia Sambrano
Ch 521 Lloyd Watson
Ch 574-Stephanie Varieur
Ch 595 James Defries
Ch 684 Mike Cash
Ch 684 Tim Lynch
Ch 872 Benito Huerta

Past President Jim Banakus
A little ALR History-
November 1993-Post 396 in Grden City, Michigan formed a Legion Riders  group.
November 1996-Post 38 in Security, Colorado formed a Legion Riders group and started the process of bringing the Riders before The American Legion as a program.	
May 1998-Post 229 in Adelanto formed the first chapter in California.
May 1999-Post 593 formed a chapter in Prunedale.
May 2000-Post 534 was approved by the Colorado Legion Riders Group to form the American Legion Riders Chapter 534 in Orcutt, California.
July 2001-District 28 Prunedale and District 22 Escondido were recognized by Adelanto as chapters.
August 2001-Disticts 20, 13, 18, 9, 10 and 16, in that order, were recognized between August 2001 and December 2002.
March 2003-District 22 hosted by Escondido had grown to over 60 members. Riders from Orange, Riverside, San Bernadino and San Diego counties were allowed to form chapters at a post level. Art Luben, Jake Jacobsen, Joe Watt and Chuck Faupel were 149 members.	
March 2003-Chapter 149 Escondido voted to fund and organize a meeting of all American legion Riders at a central California location. Jim Banakus and Jim Perry were the contacts from the host Post 534 in Orcutt.
September 2003-The first West Coast Rally was held September 12-14 in Orcutt/Santa Maria. Over 150 riders enjoyed the hospitality of the area with 3 days of rides to the wineries, beaches and mountains. It was decided that this rally should become an annual event and would be held the second weekend of September. It was also decided that at the next Rally we would discuss the steps needed to make the Legion Riders a program of the American Legion Department of California. The profit from the Rally was $340.00.
September 2004-The second West Coast Rally was again held in Orcutt/Santa Maria September 10-12. Over 200 riders from Arizona, Oregon and California attended. The city of Santa Maria had a parade in our honor and we dedicated a memorial stone at the Veterans Center. Again, we had rides to area beaches, mountains and wineries. Friday evening, we had the famous Santa Maria barbeque of Tri tip hosted by Orcutt Post 534 and Saturday we had cook your own steak hosted by the Elks Lodge. Rally profit was $610.
Adelanto had submitted a resolution to the American Legion Department of California Resolutions committee to make The American Legion riders a program under the Department of California. The resolution was denied without cause. The Adelanto chapter was not willing to move forward or even allow other chapter members to hold office. We voted to call a state meeting.
November 2004-A state riders meeting hosted by District 28 Prunedale was held on November 20, 2004. Terry Baughman and Luis Diaz were Co-Chairmen. The consensus was that the state chapter was unwilling to allow any other of the other chapters any information on membership. finances or contacts with the American Legion. Jake Jacobsen stated that the officers of the state chapter had declined to attend. Art Luben was appointed to chair a committee to write a Constitution and Bylaws. Joe Watt and Jake Jacobsen to assist. It was also decided that several chapters would write resolutions and submit them to the AL DOC committee.
June 2005-At the American Legion convention held in Palm Springs June 23-26, 2005, Resolution #109-05 was passed. The resolution called for an Ad-hoc committee to be formed to study the feasibility of establishing a program of the American Legion Riders Department of California. One of the six resolutions submitted had passed the committee.
November 2005-The first Ad-hoc committee meeting was held at Clovis Post 147 on November 12-13. Glen Mayer-Area 1, Terry Baughman-Area 2, Mike Crowl-Area 3, Jake Jacobsen-Area 5, Jim Banukus-Area 6 Chairman, Jack Climer-Dept. Judge Advocate, Adviser and Steve Weber-Past Department Chaplain, Advisor. We were told that all decisions were to be made by the committee however the national American Legion would be monitoring our progress and had suggested that we model our program after the Sons of the American Legion. Our responsibilities were to write a constitution, draw up a set of Bylaws, form an organizational chart, etc. We made a great deal of progress in the 2 days but it was decided a second meeting was needed.
February 2006-The 2nd Ad-hoc committee meeting was held at Oxnard Post 48 on February 25-26. The same members attended except Greg Dais represented Area 3. Many details were worked on at this meeting and the Ad-hoc committee unanimously agreed that the formation of the American Legion Riders was feasible, desirable and was supported statewide. The name of our organization was to be the American Legion Riders Department of California and we would incorporate in the state of California as a 501 c19 corporation.
March 2006-The American Legion Department of California Executive Commiittee meeting in Santa Maria accepted our Ad-hoc report and approved the formation of the American Legion Riders pending a review of the bylaws. Appointments of interim Department officers were President-Jim Banakus, Vice President-Terry Baughman, Treasurer-Jake Jacobsen and Secretary-Marty Nielsen.
October 2006-A bylaws committee met at Prunedale Post 593 and worked for 2 days to bring the riders bylaws into compliance with Department and National bylaws. The bylaws were approved and an ALR state convention was set for March 2007. Bylaws Chairman-Jim Banakus, Vice Chairman-Terry Baughman, Art Luben, Luis Diaz, Jake Jacobsen and Joe Watt.

Jeff Carson-
Chapter 18 held their 22 a day run. Be the One. It’s now 48 a day. Two things you get taught in the service. Take care of your feet and your battle buddy on your left and right. The military doesn’t teach you to take care of yourself. I’m a rider. I ride a lot. You all are on my left and right.
Since my accident in August, I almost was a 22er three times. We have to help people. Did I reach out? No. I don’t care what’s on your vest, your being there is what keeps us moving on. You gave money after the accident to help pay the bills. After 20 years I was done fighting. Just you being there keeps me going. Be the person to reach out. Ask for help if you need to. We need to keep doing what we do. You’re my left and right and I’ll not let you down. Mental health is part of sickness. Give a hug. Say hi. Acknowledge each other. We put our demons in a box but duct tape won’t hold the box closed very well. Talk to each other and tell them they matter.

Announcements
Mike-Return at 12:30pm

				Convention in Recess for Convention Group Photo and Lunch, to 12:30 p.m.
					Convention Reconvened @ 12:31pm

		Department Awards and Presentations
Charters to New Chapters

Area 1 Chapter 210 Gridley
Area 1 Chapter 673 Durham
Area 5 Chapter 256 Apple Valley
Area 5 Chapter 421 Highland
Area 6 Chapter 377 Tujunga

Award to Chapter with most new members

Area 1 Chapter 95- 5 new members.
Area 2 Chapter 202- 3 new members,
Area 3 Chapter 18- 5 new members.
Area 4 Chapter 804- 2 new members.
Area 5 Chapter 460- 9 new members
Area 6 Chapter 377- 6 new members

Mileage Awards

Area 1 Chapter 92- 6.420 miles
Area 2 Chapter 105- 10,332 miles
Area3 Chapter 18- 18,305 miles
Area 4 Chapter 61- 2,835 miles
Area 5 Chapter 574- 16,741 miles
Area 6 Chapter 311- 4,776 miles

Mileage Cup- Chapter 18- 18,305 miles 

Oldest Rider
Les Balinger Chapter 88 92 years old. Served in Korea in the Navy. Bought his 1st bike in 1947.

Youngest Rider
Hazel Wattenbarger Chapter 476 17 years old.

Farthest Miles Rode to Convention
541 miles Chris Fiser Chapter 468 Julian

Shortest Miles Rode to Convention
1.2 miles Jeff and Leeann Gilman District 9 Prunedale

Area Reports
Area 1 – Martin Glenn

Area # ___1__________ Year  ___2024-2025___________ 
Did your Area have any “Rider(s) Everlasting” this past year? 	Yes __X__ No____ 
If yes, please provide their name(s)  ______Chuck Paridon and Jim Ayars (Chapter 119, Placerville), and Lloyd Watson and Marcia Sambrano (Chapter 521, Rio Linda) Don Henderson (Chapter 84) _________
How much money did your Area raise for charities? $_69,668.91________________________________ 
How much money did your Area donate to charities? $_66,554.40_______________________________ 
How many volunteer hours did your Area donate? _16,133 hours________________________________ 
Roundtrip miles ridden Supporting American Legion Four Pillars __50,786 miles___________________ 
Roundtrip miles ridden Not in Support of American Legion Four Pillars __23,867 miles reported______ 
Number of events your Area supported this year? ___165______________________________________ 
What Charities did your Area Support? 
Valley of the Moon Children’s Home, United States Coast Guard, Nation’s Finest, San Francisco Marathon, Oakland Marathon, Napa Valley Marathon, Unit 77 Auxiliary, 4 Paws to Freedom (service dog training), Auxiliary Dinners, Fostered 2 dogs for 3 months (4 paws to freedom), California Legacy Run, Palisades Fire Relief, NorCal Veterans’ Museum, Leland Neva Fund NorCal Standdown, Shasta County Veterans Organization, Patriot Guard Riders, Homeless Veterans, Post 95, Unit 95 Auxiliary, Veteran’s Standdown, Lions Club Toy Drive, Yuba County Toy Run, Wreaths Across America, Remember a Vet, Hollister 1st Responder Stuffed Animal Drive, Legacy Quilt Raffle, AL Post 283 Palisades Fire Relief, Sierra Riders Poker Run for MORE Rehab/111 Forgotten Soldier Poker Run, Chapter 521 Rio Linda Poker Run, Battered Women, Rio Linda Food Locker, Ruby’s Basket, Standdown, Gold Star Moms, Several needy local families, Girl Scouts, Sacramento Children’s Home, FH safe grad night, FH Boys and FH Girls Scouts, Auxiliary Troup Boxes, Veterans’ Christmas Baskets, Legion Honor Guard, Boys and Girls State, Veterans’ Affairs, Vietnam Moving Wall Vietnam Dinner, National Veterans Awareness Ride & Reunion
List of special events supported by Area chapters. (Outside of the normal Poker Runs & Bike Nights). 
Vietnam Moving Wall, Glenn County Veterans Standdown, Veteran Funeral Escorts (several chapters), Vietnam Veteran’s Dinner, July 4th Parade, Memorial Day Services, Wreaths Across America, Halloween Party, Trunk-n-Treat, Ride to Vietnam Memorial Wall in Sacramento, Veterans’ Day Parade (several chapters), Honor Guard Services, Nevada City Toy Run, Flag Lines (several chapters), Sacramento Area Toy Run, Ride for Nicloe G. (street dedication), Election Poll Volunteering, Voter Ballot Pick Up and Delivery, Legion of the Silver Rose, Escorting the Mobile Vietnam Memorial Wall, Salute to Veterans Ride, West Coast Rally, Escort of the Fallen Heros Cart, Biggs HS Homecoming Parade, Gridley Christmas Tree Lighting Parade, Butte County Toy Run, CVMA Polar Bear Run, Post 119 Formal Dinner for American Legion National Commander James A. LaCoursierre Jr., El Dorado County Fair, Remember a Vet, MIAP, Hometown Heros Banner Program, Escort for the 579th Battalion National Guard Deployment Homecoming, Boys and Girls State, Vietnam Wall in Reno NV, California Legacy Run (several chapters), Area 1 meetings (ALR and TAL), District Meetings, Visiting Veterans in the Hospital, Bud Anderson Statue Dedication, Gold Country Toy Run 

Area 2 – Pete Torrecillas

Did your Area have any Rider(s) Everlasting this past year? Yes_
Fran Curtis, Brad Vinson, Duane Oberquell and Danial Gail Clay
How much money did your Area raise for charities? $_52,135 
How much money did your Area donate to charities? $_47,410 
How many volunteer hours did your Area donate? _8,886 
Roundtrip miles ridden _55,836 
Number of events your Area supported this year? _362 
What Charities did your Area Support?
22 A Day Ride
4 Chaplains Event
ALR DOC Quilt Raffle
American Legion Auxiliary Junior
Conference
American Legion Auxiliary Scholarship Fund
American Legion Post 105
American Legion Post 564 Memorials & Events
American Legion Post 791 Memorials & Events
Boy Scouts of America Troop 318
Cub Scout Troop 593
DOC Quilt Tickets
Escort of Mobile Viet Nam Wall
Escort of the Fallen Hero Cart
Escort of the Mobile Viet Nam Wall
First Responder Stuffed Animals
Flag Lines - Fallen Veterans
Hartnell Veterans Club
Hoops for Troops
KSBW Share Your Holidays
Legacy Fund
Legion of the Silver Rose
Livermore VA Community Living Home Menlo
Park VA
Miracle League
Monterey County Food Bank
Monterey County Vietnam Memorial Operation Care & Comfort
Operation Freedom Paws
Operation Recover
Operation Surf
Palo Alto VA
Post 382 Fire Victims
Redwood City Police Department, RWC Fire
Department, San Mato County Sheriff’s Office
Salute to Veterans Ride
Salvation Army
San Arda Easter Basket Run
San Jose Backpack Drive
Santa Cruz & Watsonville Veterans
Memorial Buildings
Ukrainian Relief Fund
Veteran Fire Victims
Veterans Food Pantry
Veterans Memorial Wall Fund
Veterans Suicide - Samaritan House
Veterans Village for Formerly Homeless
Veterans
Vets Without Families - Fisher House -
Troop Packages
Wildfire Relief Fund
Wreaths Across America

List any special events your Area supported. 
4 Chaplains Ceremony
All Wars Dinner
ALR 591 Monthly Meetings
ALR Area 2 Vice Director Meeting
ALR31 Korean War Memorial Run
ALRDOC Convention San Diego
American Legion District Meeting (Logistics & Setup)
American Legion Riders District 28 Suicide Awareness
Be The One Training
Berkeley Marathon
Booth on America at Spreckels Elementary
Culture Event
California Legacy Run
Central Coast Veterans Cemetery - Chaplain
Officiate at Veteran Internment
Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Memorial Day Ceremony
Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Foundation
Monthly Meeting
Chapter 69 Hosted the 4 Chaplains
CSUMB Veterans Day Flag Ceremony
D28 Veterans Day Poker Run
DAR Cookie Project Preparation/Delivery
D-Day Commemoration - Escort WWII Honoree
District 28 Directors Planning Meetings
Escort Family of Fallen Veteran from MRY to Hotel
Escort Family of Fallen Veteran to DU­
Dedication Center
Escort of the Fallen Hero Cart
Escort of the Mobile Viet Nam Wall
Escort WWII Veteran to D-Day Ceremony
Fallen Peace Officers Ceremony
Fort Ord Retiree Council Monthly Meetings
Give a Vet a Ride to VA PA for Medical Appointment
Hollister Veterans Day Parade
Hollister Veterans Day Parade
Honor Cerement for Post VP James Bogan
JROTC Award Presentation
Legion of the Silver Rose
Living Legends Event - Military Women’s Memorial
Marine Toys for Tots
Numerous Honor Details
Open House Post 591
Operation Recover
Operation Surf
Pacific Grove Memorial Day Flag Posting
Pacific Grove Memorial Day Ceremony
Preparation
PGR Final Salute for 6 Veterans
Post 591 Membership Kickoff Event
Post 591 Monthly Meetings
Post 591 Monthly Membership Dinner
Post/ALR Donation to LA Post Fire Victims
Project Hero Rest Stop Support at Post 591
Retiree Appreciation Day
Rolex Reunion Car Race Volunteer (Fundraiser)
Run for the Wall
Salinas Hometown Heroes Banner Day
Salinas Veterans Day Parade
Salute to Veterans Ride
San Francisco Marathon
Santa Cruz Warriors Hoops for Troops
Seaside Memorial Day Ceremony
SSHS JROTC Awards Night
Super Bike Race Volunteer (Fundraiser)
Support Post 591 Open House
United Veterans Council Monthly Meetings
Veterans Day Ceremony and Ride in at Central
Coast Veterans Cemetery
Veterans Day Parade at Salinas
Veterans Honor and Recognition
Watsonville Veterans Day Parade
Women Veterans Meet and Greet
Wreaths Across America

Area 3 – Mike Phillips

16 Chapters, 9 Riders Everlasting, Money Raised $63,529, Money donated $61,331, Events supported 549, Volunteer hours 13,939, Miles 159,645, 
Riders 335

	RIDERS   EVERLASTING:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Frank Silva Chapter 3	, John Alba Chapter 20, Don Kinkade Chapter 26,		
Vince Cole Chapter 83, Thomas Ringlan Chapter 108, Benito Huerta Chapter 872, Stan (Skeets) Shorey Chapter 509, Tim Lynch & Michael “Papa” Cash Chapter 684 

Charities that benefited from Area 3 Contributions
Our Hero’s Dreams 	
Toys for Tots 
Veteran Freedom Program
Combat Warriors of Hope
Optimal Hospice Foundation
Our Hero’s Dreams Golf Tour
Veterans Fishing Tournament
Southern California Fire Victims
California Legacy Run
22 A Day Suicide Awareness/Prevention
Combat Veterans
Vicleros Against Youth Abuse

 

	Kern County 999 Officer Down
18th Annual Support Ride
Modesto Veterans Group
Wreaths Across America
41st Annual Bakersfield Toy/Food Drive
Sikh Riders of America
Boys Baseball
Tunnel to Towers
Helmets for Heros
Cerebral Pasley Awareness
Post 100 Corn Beef and Cabbage Distribution
Teddy Bear Run
Mental Health Resource Fair at NAS Lemoore
Boys State
DAV 118 (housing homeless Vets.)
Hospice of Amador/Calaveras Counties
Patriot Guard Riders
Scout Troop 63
Amador County Fair
Sutter Creek Visitors Center
Clovis Rodeo Assoc.
Clovis Rodeo Blood Drive
Military Appreciation night Fresno St/Grizzlies
Clovis Veterans memorial Dist.
Blue Star Moms
Fourth of July Parade
Four Chaplains Service
Central Valley Veterans
Central Valley Honor Flight
Clovis Community Foundation
White Heart Foundation
509 Veterans
K9 Fundraiser
VFW
American Legion Baseball
Calvary Chapel bike Blessing
Active-Duty-Banner Program
Scouts of America Troop 711
Lake Isabella Park USS Arizona Memorial 
Borel Fire Victims
Fallen Hero Cart Escort
VA Hospital Christmas
Battleship Boogie
Pro Youth Color Run
Veterans Day Parades
Avenue of Flags
Queens Pageants
Visits with Vets at care facilities
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day




Area 4 – Milan Morgan

RECENT GOINGS ON SINCE LAST ALR DOC DEC CONVENTION
I took over for Brian “Gucci” Toal in Nov 2024 as the Area 4 Vice Director.  Since that time we have had one Area meeting and several events in our area. We are happy to report we did not lose anyone to Rider Everlasting this year.  Despite our small size, Area 4 still managed to raise $7,011.00, donating $6,313.00 back to charities. We volunteered over 1,410 hours and rode over 3,085 miles.  We supported 66 events including numerous funeral escorts and burials, school events, parades, LA Fleet week, Chapter 61’s Battleship Boogie event, Wreaths Across America, National Commander escort, Rock for Responders event, mobile Vietnam Memorial Wall escort and donated time and money to the fire victims through efforts at Post 43 and Post 283.  We are looking forward to a productive and safe 2025-26 year

Area 5 – Robert Partlow

Number of Chapters - 34
Number of Riders – 712. We have 2 chapters with 55 riders each.
Miles – 167,334
Money Raised - $154,158.00
Donated to Charities – $140,649.00
Events Supported – 1,272
Volunteer Hours – 28,203

Some of the events we have attended only to name a few are numerous Poker Runs/Charity Runs. We have attended parades, dinners and breakfasts

We have supported Wreaths across America, The Veterans Homes in Barstow and Chula Vista. We have also supported The Ronald McDonald House and Veterans Stand Downs.

We have been to many Fallen Heroes Escorts and stood at many flag lines.

I am proud of the many things we have done and accomplished in Area 5. I am honored to have been the Area 5 Vice Director over the past 2+ years. Thank You All.

Area 6 – Cristina Molina (interim)

Fellow Members of the ALRDOC, distinguished guests, delegates, and ALR Family,
I am here as your Interim Area 6 Vice Director, and honestly, there is no place I would rather be. It’s truly an honor to be back here doing something that I love so much.

So here is my Area 6 Report:
What’s the word? TOGETHER…

We raised and donated over $39,000 to charities
We volunteered over 5,000 hours
We rode over 28,000 miles
We supported over 75 events
We supported organizations like American Legion Baseball, Mindful Veterans, Vetfest, Team RWB, LA Veteran’s Collaborative, the VWF, Paso Cares, Coats for Kids, the Toy Bank of Greater Paso Robles, Boys and Girls State, Toys for Tots, Long Beach VA, City of Azusa, the Veterans Home of Antelope Valley, The Good Ride, Elder Warriors, Lions Club, Boys & Girls Club, and so many more.
We attended events like Fundraisers, Vietnam Wall escorts, Legion Baseball Tournaments, Massing of Colors, participated in Escorts and Flag lines for several Vietnam Veterans, many more PGR missions, Wreaths Across America, nation of Patriots Escort, the California Legacy Run, Car Shows, Veteran Centennial birthdays, Thanksgiving Turkey Drives, Welcome Home Heroes, Veteran Stand Downs, LA County Firefighters Memorial Ride, Sgt. Ron Helus Rider for the Blue, and more!
One of the greatest things we took part in was fire relief donations – we gathered them, we drove them from near and far, and we delivered them where they needed to go. Thank you, Director Smith, for putting out a call to action on this. You lead the way and we followed.
We did all of these things, and more, TOGETHER. But more importantly, we did it under the leadership of Director Mike Smith. Mike is a selfless man who’s truly dedicated to this cause. He’s ridden all around this state to be TOGETHER with us during our highs, and our lows. He has encouraged us, supported us, made us laugh, likely pissed us off, but this loyal Marine shows his true Crayola colors every, single, day. He’s shown us what it is to lead by example and to give a damn about The American Legion Riders in California.
 
From being encouraged by Past President Mick Sobczak to get involved in a role with the ALRDOC, to learning the ropes from our departed comrade and brother, Lino Torres, to serving under the leadership of Mike Smith, I stand here filled with gratitude. BUT… our work is not done. As long as some people forget WHY we are here, the work won’t be done.
 
Why did you join the American Legion Family? Why did you join the Riders? I’m an Auxiliary member and I joined to support the Veteran community and to give back to those of you who’ve given so much. Remember these things when you’re wearing that ALR patch. Remember that while you may not agree with someone on a personal level, when you represent us, you put all the BS aside and you do what’s best, FOR THE GOOD OF THE LEGION. PERIOD.
 
Do your buddy checks every day. Wear the vest proudly every day. And as Mike’s time as our Director comes to an end, let’s not forget the battle cry of TOGETHERNESS. United We Stand, divided we fall my brothers and sisters. Check the egos and know-it-all attitudes at the door. Remember why you’re here. Remember that you’re not alone in times of need. Remember that only TOGETHER we can take this to the next level. Thank you.

[bookmark: _Hlk131668752]Recess to Area Caucuses/Area Elections





				
Report of Area Elections

Area 1 Vice Director – Martin Glenn
Area 1 alt vice – Tom Manning
Area 1 alt vice – Bill Griffiths
Area 2 Vice Director – Pete Torrecillas
Area 2 alt vice – Greg Martin
Area 2 alt vice – Hy Libby
Area 3 Vice Director – Mike Phillips
Area 3 alt vice – Michelle Wattenbarger
Area 3 alt vice – Robert Lassotovich
Area 3 alt vice – Pat Burkhardt 
Area 4 Vice Director – Milan Morgan
Area 4 alt vice – Richard Ramirez
Area 5 Vice Director – Edmund Arguello
Area 5 alt vice – Danielle Lively
Area 5 alt vice – Mike Yirka
Area 5 alt vice – Ray Ortega
Area 5 alt vice – Didier Jantz
Area 5 alt vice – Mike Killion
Area 6 Vice Director – Cris Molina
Area 6 alt vice – Dave Austin
Area 6 alt vice – Pernell Rush
Area 6 alt vice – Vahid Jafroodi

Officer & Committee Reports
· Director

Since we met last year, I have kept myself busy. Last year I gave an example of how many miles I rode to illustrate this. This year I was curious how many meetings, poker runs, funerals there were. 102. I have enjoyed each one of them. Being your representative has been a distinct honor.
I decided this year to highlight only one event, on January 21, the beginning of deliveries to Culver City for the Pacific Palisades kicked off. To see the Riders come together and get multiple deliveries made to those in need was absolutely astounding.

At the risk of being wordy, I want to take a moment to say a few things about these 3 years and 4 months ride we have all been on. At the beginning of this ride, I promised you five things:
1. To travel and support your events, meetings and be available to the membership.
2. To work to keep our organization transparent at all levels.
3. To be at the front, building new connections and strengthening our comradery.
4.  To work with our Vice Director’s and chapters to help them with any, and all issues.
5. And the most important promise, to always remember I work for the membership.
I have worked to keep these promises to you. To keep these promises, I could not have without the support of our membership and our DEC. I hope you feel I was able to do this.
I have reflected on the last few years and thought about my mentors. I do have mentors who are very close to me and others not so close. However, not one is more important than the other. I want to thank you all for being a mentor to me during these past few years. I would not have made it without all of you. THANK YOU, RIDERS! 
· [bookmark: _Hlk132789679]April 15 – CA Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· April 22 – CA Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· April 25 – Attended and played Taps for Chapter 509 Steve ‘Skeets’ Sorey funeral.
· April 29 – CA Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· May 2 – 5 CA Legacy Run
· May 11 – Chapter 20 Cannon Ball Run
· May 18 – Chapter 3 Poker Run
· May 18 – Attended District 15 Meeting and played Taps for Post Everlasting
· May 20 – CA Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· May 23 – Porterville Military Banner Ceremony
· May 23 – ALRDEC Zoom Meeting
· April 27 – Porterville Memorial Day Service-played Taps
· June 2 – Rode to Post/Chapter 88 Turlock to support monthly breakfast
· June 3 – Ca Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· June 6 – Conducted Chapter 299 Officer Installation
· June 10 – Website Zoom Meeting
· June 14 – Porterville Flag Day Ceremony – played Taps
· June 18 – Convention and Rally Zoom Meeting
· June 20 - ALRDEC Zoom Meeting
· June 22 – Chapter 92 McCloud 1st Poker Run
· June 24 – TALDOC Convention Committee Zoom Meeting
· June 24 – CA Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· June 26 – 30 – Attended TALCOC, CA S.AL. and CA Auxiliary Conventions in Visalia
· July 8 – CA Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· July 9 – Chapter 3 Hanford Installation of officers
· July 16 – Convention and Rally Zoom Meeting
· July 17 – Buddy Check on Cory Wattenbarger Chapter 684 at West LA Veteran’s Hospital
· July 20 – Visited Chapter 255 National City (breakfast)
· July 20 – Attended Chapters 180 Azusa, 299 Chino and 428 Banning 3rd year birthday celebration at Chapter 180 Azusa.
· July 22 – CA Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· July 24 - ALRDEC Zoom Meeting
· August 4 – Chapter 534 Poker Run
· August 5- Legacy Run Zoom meeting
· August 10 – District 13 Poker Run
· August 11 – Attended T.A.L. DEC meeting at Post 26 Bakersfield
· August 13 – Uniform Committee Zoom meeting
· August 22 - ALRDEC Zoom Meeting
· August 26 - Post 20 Blood Drive
· August 26 – Legacy Run Zoom meeting
· August 27 - Convention and Rally Zoom meeting
· September 3 – West Coast Rally site check
· September 3 – Convention and Rally Zoom meeting
· September 8 – Chapter 50 Paso Robles poker run
· September 9 – Legacy Run Zoom meeting
· September 10 – Convention and Rally Zoom meeting
· September 11 – 9-11 Ceremony Bakersfield. Played Taps
· September 12 – WCR ride route #2 check
· September 16 – WCR ride route #1 check
· September 17 – Convention and Rally Zoom meeting
· September 20-22 – Attended 2024 West Coast Rally hosted by Porterville, Chapter 20.
· September 20 - ALRDEC Meeting at Porterville, Chapter 20
· September 23 – Legacy Run Committee Zoom meeting
· October 7 - Legacy Run Committee Zoom meeting
· October 14 – Convention and Rally Committee Zoom meeting
· October 19 – Area 5 Meeting hosted by Hemet, Chapter 53
· October 21 – Legacy Run Committee Zoom meeting
· October 22 – Site check in Norco, CA for 2026 Convention
· October 24 - ALRDEC Zoom Meeting
· November 2 – Attended Area 2 Meeting
· November 4 – Legacy Run Committee Zoom meeting
· November 16 – Attended Chapter 61 Battleship Boogie
· November 19 – Convention and Rally Zoom Meeting
· November 20 – TALDOC Convention Committee Zoom Meeting as Technical Advisor
· November 21 - ALRDEC Zoom Meeting
· November 25 – Legacy Run Committee Zoom meeting
· December 5 – Porterville Christmas Parade
· December 9 – Legacy Run Committee Zoom
· December 14 – Chapter 18 Toy Drive
· December 15 – Chapter 574 Toy Run
· December 19 - ALRDEC Zoom Meeting
· January 6 – Don Kincaid Chapter 26 Funeral
· January 15 – TALDOC Zoom
· January 17 – 2 Funerals Porterville 20 Honor Guard
· January 18 – ALA Mid-Year DEC/Collect donations for LA Area Fire victims
· January	18 – Tehachapi/Bakersfield collect donations for LA Area Fire victims
· January 19 – Turlock Post 88 collect donations for LA Area Fire victims
· January 20 – Porterville Post 20 donation collection for LA Area Fire victims
· January 21 - Deliver donations for La Area Fire victims to Culver City
· January 23 - ALRDEC Zoom Meeting
· January 24 – Post 20 Honor Guard in Visalia
· January 25 – Attended Celebration of Life for Past Department Commander Autry James in Oakland
· January 27 – Post 20 Honor Guard in Porterville
· January 28 – Convention and Rally Zoom
· February 1 – Attended Mike Cash Funeral in Ridgecrest
· February 8 – Attended and played Taps at TALDOC 4 Chaplains Service in Sanger
· February 10 – Post 20 Blood Drive
· February 17 – Safety Committee Zoom
· February 18 – Convention and Rally Zoom
· February 27 – ALRDOC 2025 site check at Chapter 69 Hollister
· February 27 - ALRDEC Zoom Meeting
· March 8 -Area 3 Meeting at Chapter 108
· March 11 – Safety Meeting Zoom 
· March 21-22 – TALDOC Spring DEC in Santa Maria
· March 24 – Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· March 25 – Convention and Rally Zoom Meeting
· March 26 – Finance Committee Zoom Meeting
· March 27 - ALRDEC Zoom Meeting
· March 31 – Legacy Run Zoom Meeting
· April 1 – Convention and Rally Zoom Meeting
· April 6 – Awards and Recognition Zoom Meeting
· April 8 – Convention and Rally Zoom Meeting
· April 9 - Awards and Recognition Zoom Meeting
 
· Vice Director

Before I begin, I wish to acknowledge and thank Chapter 69 for volunteering to host our convention again. This is my third convention in Hollister and I’m sure it will live up to, if not surpass, my memories of the first two. Thank you all for the hard work you’ve done to make your sisters and brothers feel welcome while they conduct the business of the entire membership of ALRDOC.

I am not going to tell you of every event or meeting I have attended since our convention in San Diego. Instead, here is an overview of what I have been doing:

California Legacy Run
West Coast Rally
Monthly ALR DEC Meetings
5 ALR Area Meetings
TAL DOC Convention
TAL DOC Fall DEC
6 Funerals – 4 ALR (Alba, Murray, Kincade, Cash) 2 TAL (Mahaffey, Guerrero)
39 ALR Committee Meetings
3 Chapter Officer Installations
42 Other Chapter, TAL DOC, and veteran related community events

The entire list will appear in the minutes of this convention once they are published. But enough about me. 

As this convention progresses, we have heard of the efforts of Chapters around the Department of California to serve veterans and military members and their families, and our communities through fundraising, donations of goods, and hours and hours of volunteering. Two of the literally hundreds of events we have participated in this past year speak volumes as to the dedication, determination, and charitable nature of our family: the California Legacy Run, one of our premier motorcycling events which raised over $60,000 for the American Legion Veterans and Children’s Foundation, the fourth largest donation made at the 2024 National Convention. Then there was the mobilization of Chapters across California to assist not only our Legion family, but also for those who we have never met. I am referring to the compassion shown in trailer loads of food, water, household goods, and clothing, along with money and gift cards you donated to the victims of the catastrophic wild fires in Southern California and the first responders who came to their aid. If these acts do not tell others about the heart and soul of our Rider family, I ask you what does? Thank you all for what you do. 

In closing, I want to thank you for allowing me to serve as Vice Director for the past three years. I have tried to represent you and our family honorably. I also wanted to thank the members of the DEC who I have served with and certainly my friend for many years who just happens to be our director, Mike Smith.

Thank you. Always remember: Rubber side down, Shiny side up!

2024 Events and Meetings

April 15	      California Legacy Run Committee 
April 16	      Convention and Rally Committee
April 21	      Recruit Send-off and Escort, Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center
[bookmark: _Hlk194524540]April 22 	      California Legacy Run Committee 
April 29	      California Legacy Run Committee
May 2-5	      California Legacy Run
May 11	      Cannonball Run, Chapter 20 – Porterville
May 18:	      15th District meeting, Visalia
May 19	      Recruit Send-off and Escort, Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center
May 20	      California Legacy Run Committee
May 21	      Convention and Rally Committee
May 25	      Opening Ceremonies for 1000 Flags at Riverwalk Park, Bakersfield
May 27	      Memorial Day Service at Union Cemetery, Bakersfield
May 27	      Closing Ceremonies for 1000 Flags at Riverwalk Park, Bakersfield
May 28	      Red, White, and Blue Assembly for Veterans, Stella Hills Elementary,
                              Bakersfield
May 30 	      Website Committee
June 2	      	      Recruit Send-off and Escort, Armed Forces Career Center, Bakersfield
June 3	      	      California Legacy Run Committee
June 5	      	      Central Valley Veterans Filmfest information table, Bakersfield 
June 7	      	      Funeral for past TALDOC Vice Commander Bobby Mahaffey, Bakersfield
                              National Cemetery
June 10	      Website Committee
June 14	      Installed ALR Chapter 26 Officers, Bakersfield
June 16	      Recruit Send-off and Escort, Armed Forces Career Center, Bakersfield
June 27-30 	      TALDOC Convention, Visalia
July 7                    Recruit Send-off and Escort, Armed Forces Career Center, Bakersfield
July 8                    California Legacy Run Committee
July 9                    ALR Chapter 3 meeting / installation of new Director
July 14                  Post 221 Officer Installations – installed Chapter and Squadron Officers
July 16                  Convention and Rally Committee
July 20                  15th District Legion and Auxiliary Installations – installed Legion District 
                              Officers
July 21                  Recruit Send-off and Escort, Armed Forces Career Center, Bakersfield
July 22                  California Legacy Run Committee
July 27	      	      Area 5 meeting at Chapter / Post 716
August 5	      California Legacy Run Committee
August 8-11          TALDOC Department Executive Committee meeting
August 13	      Funeral for Bruce Murray Chapter / Post 26 – POW Korea
August 17	      Post 20 Veteran’s Car and Motorcycle Show
August 25             Recruit send off and escort Armed Forces Career Center
August 26             California Legacy Run Committee
August 27             Convention and Rally Committee 
September 2	      Recruit send off and escort Armed Forces Career Center 
September 10       California Legacy Run Committee 
September 11      9-11 Remembrance Ceremony World Trade Center Memorial (morning)
September 11      9-11 Ride to World Trade Center Memorial (evening)
September 15      Recruit send off and escort Armed Forces Career Center
September 17      Convention and Rally Committee 
September 18      77th Birthday of the United States Air Force
September 20      POW-MIA Ceremony Portrait of a Warrior Gallery Bakersfield
September 20-22 ALRDOC West Coast Rally – Chapter 20 Porterville
October 5             Kern County Officer Down Ride – Bakersfield
October 7	     California Legacy Run committee 
October 10           Kern County Veterans Stand Down
October 12	      Sikh Riders of America Benefit Ride – Bakersfield
October 15	      Convention and Rally committee 
 	            October 19           ALR Area 3 meeting Clovis Chapter/Post 147
October 21           California Legacy Run committee 
October 22	      Future convention site inspection, Norco
October 25-26      TAL Area 3 Revitalization / Business meeting Post 26 Bakersfield
November 2	      ALR Area 1 meeting Chapter 95 Oroville
November 11       Veterans Day Parade Post 26 Bakersfield
November 16       TAL District 15 meeting Post 124 Delano
November 19       Convention and Rally Committee 
November 25       California Legacy Run Committee
December 1         Recruit send-off and escort Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center
December 1         Birthday Ride-by Celebration for 100-year-old WW II Veteran
December 2         Special meeting ALR Chapter 26 Executive Committee
December 7         World War II Memorial Unveiling Ceremony Bakersfield
December 8         Bakersfield Toy Run 
December 9         California Legacy Run Committee
December 14       Wreaths Across America Bakersfield National Cemetery
December 29       Recruit send-off and escort Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center

2025 Events and Meetings

January 5  	      Recruit send-off and escort Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center
January 6  	      Funeral for ALR Chapter 26 Bakersfield member Don Kinkade
January 8  	      TALDOC Zoom meeting regarding Logistical Planning
January 12 	      Recruit send-off and escort Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center
January 13 	        Funeral for ALR Chapter 20 Porterville John Alba
January 14 	        Shopping for Chapter 26 fire relief donation
January 18 	        15th District meeting at Post 779 Terra Bella
January 20 	        Recruit send-off and escort Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center
January 28	        Convention and Rally Committee 
February 1	        Funeral for ALR Chapter 684 Ridgecrest member and CLR 
                                        Founder Michael Cash
February 3	        Funeral for Past TALDOC Vice Commander Anthony Guerrero, Fresno
                       February 3	        California Legacy Run Committee 
February 15	        ALR Area 1 Directors Meeting via Zoom
February 17	        Safety Committee
February 18	        Convention and Rally Committee 
February 22	        ALR Area 6 Directors Meeting at Chapter 534
February 24	        California Legacy Run Committee	
March 11	        Safety Committee 
March 15 	        TAL District 15 meeting – Visalia
March 17	        California Legacy Run Committee 
March 18	        Convention and Rally Committee 
March 19	        Finance Committee 
March 22	        22 A Day Run Chapter 18 – Visalia
March 23	        Recruit send-off and escort Bakersfield Armed Forces Career Center
March 24	        California Legacy Run Committee 
March 25	        Convention and Rally Committee
March 26                 Finance Committee
March 29	        Veterans Memorial Run Chapter 26 - Bakersfield 
March 31	        California Legacy Run Committee
April 1		        Mileage Cup Meeting
April 6		         Awards and Recognition Committee

· Secretary

Good afternoon riders.
As a team we’ve accomplished getting the chapter obligations in close to being on time. A little nudging by phone, text and email helped. 
On the Wednesday before convention in 2019 there were 40 plus chapters out of compliance. This year there is one. We’ve come a long way.
After convention the chapter POCs will receive the 25-26 obligations list and their due dates. 
April meeting first nominations.
May meeting 2nd nominations and voting.
25-26 officers come on board in June. 
1st obligation, coo, is due July 31. This gives plenty of time for the Director to appoint the rest of the chapter officers, get the online roster updated and get the coo in on time.
Don’t forget your buddy checks after each meeting.

· Chaplain

Fellow Riders, members of the ALRDoC and guests,
I have the unfortunate duty to report that over the last year, we lost 29 Riders.

They were mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, aunts, uncles, cousins, and more importantly... friends. We lost them to illness and to accidents

For the ill, for those who take off on the road, I'm asking that you pray for them. I only look like a heathen, but I believe in prayer. I witnessed the power of faith and prayer save my daughter's life when she was 16 months old and I was told she had a 50/50 chance of survival after a hospitalization. The day after surgery she woke up and said, "mama." The prayers worked then and they work now. 

Over the coming year, the possibility exists that we will lose one or more to PTS and other personal demons. This is a reminder to you to do your buddy checks EVERY SINGLE DAY. It's also a reminder to SAY SOMETHING if you're feeling some kind of way. I promise that you will not be judged. I promise that people care. I promise that it's going to be ok. Don't be afraid to reach out. We want you here. We need you here.
Thank you for listening and may God bless you all. 




· Historian

May 2024- I rode the southern route for the Legacy Run from San Diego to Visalia. We started a Veterans Bike Night in Visalia to promote Chapter 18 and to get to know other riders in the area. I attended Chapter 3 in Hanford meeting and attended their poker run. I made a couple of trips to The Fleet Reserve in Lemoore to Promote Chapter 18s poker run coming up on June 22 to support veteran suicide awareness. I made a visit to Coffee with a Vet to brief the other area Veteran Service Organizations of the progress and upcoming events we have planned. I attended the District 15 Auxiliary meeting and attended the ribbon cutting at the new VA clinic in Visalia.

June 2024- 
 June 20th -  	Installation of ALR Ch 509 Fresno
June 22nd -	22 a-day Suicide Awareness/Prevention Ride ALR Ch 18
June 25th -	US Marine Flag line for Victor Soto Jr
June 27th-30th -	American Legion Convention Visalia, CA
June 28th -	ALR-DOC State Director Michael Smith speech at SALs 
June 29th -	ALA Speech with Michael Smith
6/28-7/4th -	Fireworks Book for Post 18
July 6th -	Attended the Fresno Grizzlies salute to Veterans & Military Families Game
July 11th -	Post 18 Installation 17 Riders present for ceremony
July17th -	Post 20 Family Dinner & Phil’s Birthday Dinner
July 20th -	AL District 15 Installation Dinner with 5 Riders
July 13th -	Chapter 18 Fun Ride to Cambria

July 2024-  
7/27/24	Area 5 Director’s Meeting
7/27/24	American Legion Baseball
7/28/24	American Legion Baseball I threw the first pitch

August 2024-  
8/2/24		Breakfast at ALR Ch 100
8/10/24	District 13 Poker Run
8/17/24	Met with Visalia’s First Responders and KDDH ER Staff
8/17/24	Open House at Visalia Memorial Building
8/17/24 	Post 20 Bike and Car Show

September 2024- Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events.  On September 3rd I attended the Tea Party at Post 20 for the incoming contestants for the Veterans Queens Court. On September 7th I attended Paso Robles Chapter 50 poker run with Director Mike Smith.  On September 11th I attended the 9/11 memorial in Clovis and then had lunch in Clovis with members of Chapter 147.  On September 14th we attended Harley Davidson Salute to Service and first responders at Visalia HD, Matthews HD, and Fresno HD.  We then went to Post 509 for refreshments before heading home.

October 2024- Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. On Oct 5th we provided an escort to a veteran family who lost their 2-year-old daughter to cancer. Also, on the 5th we attended the National Night out hosted by Visalia PD at the Riverway Sports Park. On Oct 12th I attended the 999 Foundations Fallen Officer Ride in Bakersfield. On Oct 19th we spent time with chapters 20,26,221 at the Sikh Riders 12th annual Run to lake Ming. On October 19 we held a flag line for Army Vet Mike Brown before heading to the Area 3 Directors Meeting in Clovis at Cecil Cox Post 147. 

November 2024- Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. On November 2nd we attended the Area 1 Directors Meeting in Oroville Post 95.  On November 7th we stayed there a few nights with Tom Lively and his wife Danelle. On November 8th we went to the Chapter 299 Dinner at Post 299.  Then on November 9th Jeff was a guest judge at Post 801 in Bombay Beach chili cook off. On November 15th we attended the Porterville Elks Veterans Appreciation Dinner.  On November 16th we attended the Battleship Boogie on the USS Iowa with Chapter 61.  Then on November 17th we went down to Newport Beach to Post 291 for live music and Lunch.

December 2024- Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. On November 27th I attended the Veterans. On December 2nd our chapter was in the Candy Cane Lane Christmas Parade. On December 5th we attended the Tulare Christmas Parade.  Our chapter also held our first Toys for Tots toy drive on December 7th.  December 13th we finally got the bike back.  On December 14th we held our second Toys for Tots toy drive.  On December 15th, we took the bike on a short 525-mile break in run to Chapter 574 Moreno Valley and participated in their First Responders toy drive.  Then on December 17th, we delivered gifts to the Fresno VA Home for their Christmas for a Vet event.

January 2025- Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. I attended breakfast at Post 88 Turlock on January 5th. On January 13th I took part in the flag line and Escort for John Alba with Post 20 in Porterville. On January 18th I attended Coffee With a Vet at Visalia Harley Davidson. On January 20th I participated with Chapter 20 in collecting donations and sorting them for the fire relief happening in southern California.

February 2025- Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. I attended Four Chaplains Services at Mission San Juan Bautista and in Sanger.  I also attended Area 6 Directors Meeting in Orcutt and the Area 4 Directors Meeting on the USS Iowa.

March2025- Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday morning at the Memorial Building.  I attended flag line and funeral escort for Gregorio Valentine from Visalia to Bakersfield National Cemetery.  I also attended American Legion Post 100 breakfast. I attended the Area 3 Directors meeting in Jackson.  I attended the American Legion Post 377 all-day event celebrating the American Legion 106th birthday.  On 3/22/25, our chapter held its 2nd Annual 22 A Day Suicide Prevention & Awareness Poker Run. (I masterminded the event lol!!!)  I also attended the American Legion Post 20 birthday dinner.  

· Judge Advocate 

· Parliamentarian

PROGRESS!!

· Credentials 

What a joy to see old friends and make new ones. To put faces to the voices on the other end of the phone.
What an amazing credentials team. They make the check in process go smoothly.
Robert Partlow, Judy Sarti, Olivier Wardenaar, Christopher Rohrberg, Louisa Carson and Mike Killion.
We hope you were greeted with smiling faces and were welcomed.  
If you’re people person come join the credentials committee. 

· Resolutions 

· Convention and Rally

[bookmark: _Hlk141187073]2025 ALR/DOC Convention
April 1, 2025
Pete asked if there is a limit to the number of guest speaker, time limit on speech and what time should they arrive at the convention? They should arrive by 0830 hrs. and each speaker has a max of 3 minutes to speak. Mayor and Auxiliary District 28 Louis Flint have been confirmed. Pete was directed to contact Director Smith with these questions. All merchandise has arrived. Have been receiving stuffed animals already. They have received 165 registrations to date. Some have said they will register at the door. Pete was asked if he had made contact with Gladys Bennett with Old Glory Rebel T-Shirt who was requesting to be a vendor. He had not but would. I informed Pete that the Dept. of Calif. Store was wanting to be a vendor and had asked for space. He said there would be a spot for them. 

April 8, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk185493615]All parking has been arranged for Debbie, Rochelle, Kathleen, DEC members and Dept of Calif. Store. All convention merchandise has been received. Packing of 250 swag bags has been completed. 167 registrations have been received. Chapter 69 will start setting up the center on Thursday night after the scheduled event has ended. Electrical needs have been taken care of to include charging stations for cell phones. Wi-Fi password will be made available. Additional mic stand was received. There are 6 ft. & 8 ft. tables available for setup. 6 ft. tables will be used on stage. V. Director Wenzinger has requested that Cathline McClary have 2 6 ft. tables and 2 chairs for her needs. Entrance to the stage will be made on the left-hand side just down the hallway. Additional t-shirts have been ordered due to sizing issues so exchanges can be made if the shirt is too small. Recommendation was made to place the shirt exchange on the same table as shirt sales rather than at the check-in table to reduce confusion. 

2025 ALR/DOC West Coast Rally
[bookmark: _Hlk183029436]5 months out report to DEC:
Tom Lively, Chapter 299 Chino
Next report will be on April 15th.

2026 ALR/DOC Convention
21 months out report to DEC:
Tio, Chapter 328 Norco
[bookmark: _Hlk185493909]Next report will be on May 20th.


2026 ALR/DOC West Coast Rally
Chapter 31 Salinas
Next report will be on Sept. 16st.

· Webmaster

I continue to try to respond to login and other issues with the website as quickly as possible.
Calendar and News items are addressed as received.
I have modified or created several Chapters in the State and assisted them in getting everything going.
There are known issues with the email buttons and other functions of the website.  To work around this please directly email the person that you are trying to reach.  For example, rather than use the “Contact Webmaster” button, email ALRDOCWEBMASTER@gmail.com.
I have attempted to get professional Web Site design twice throughout the year.
· GoDaddy – Got all paperwork submitted and went as far as paying only to find out that they were not able to do the custom coding that we needed.  All money was refunded.
· John Durkin – We got as far as the design phase before John’s health became a factor and he resigned from the project.  All money was returned.
· I have also reached out to other web designers but no one was willing to take the project on.
If anyone knows of a professional Web Designer that will work with us at a discounted price, we would be happy to speak with them.

· Public Relations 

Public Relations Committee Chair
Unfortunately, we have not met as a committee this year but individually many are keeping up our social media presence.  Area level sites in the State are as follows:
ALRDOC – Admins (Mick Sobczak, Debbie Proffitt, Mike Smith) – ALR – California
There is also a page called American Legion Riders Department of California that does not seem to be very active.
Areas 4, 5, & 6 – Admins (Tom Lively, David Harrison) – ALR, SoCal 
Area 1 – Admins (Cindy Gano) – ALR Area 1 American Legion Riders
Area 2 – Admins (Andrew Trapani) – Area 2 American Legion Riders
Area 3 – Admins (Louisa Carson, Debbie Proffitt, Paul LaPierre) – American Legion Riders DOC Area 3
Area 4 – Admins (Brian Toal, Justin Gee) – ALR DoC Area 4
Area 5 – Admins (Tom Lively, Danielle Lively, Laura Rescineto, Edmund Arguello) – ALR DoC Area 5
Area 6 – Admins (Jim Oxley, Cris Marie) – American Legion Riders (Area 6)

· Constitution & By Laws 

· Membership 

Active Chapter’s 93 
Area-1-15 
Area-2-11 
Area-3-16 
Area-4-3 
Area-5-34 
Area-6-14 
Total Riders-1,737 
Total Veterans-1,054 
Total Sons-371 
Total Auxiliary-308 
Total Active Duty-22 

New Chapters since the last convention 
Area-1-Chapters 210, 673 
Area-5-Chapters 256, 421 
Area-6-Chapter 377 

Most New Members 
Area -1- Chapter 95=5 new members 
Area-2- Chapter 202-3 new members 
Area-3- Chapter 18-5 new members 
Area-4-Chapter 804-2 new members 
Area-5- Chapter 460-9 new members 
Area-6-Chapter 377-6 new members 

· California Legacy Run 

In 2024 The California Legacy Run raised $60,115 

This year’s Run will be a Northern Route, kick off will be in Turlock, CA 5/1/2025. 
Run is 5/2/2025 through 5/4/2025, Yuba City, Oroville, Redding “Veterans Home”, McCloud, Susanville, end in Auburn. Lunch & Dinner will be at the Posts. 
The cost of registration is $75.00 
The run is open to all riders 
Please join us or donate, californialegacyrun.org 

· Safety Officer

This year there was a focus on safety issues that we experienced while riding. I started a monthly Safety Article that was distributed to all chapters. I felt this was an effective way to communicate with all the chapters.

I will continue to produce these articles in the hope that the readers will gain some knowledge from them.

The Safety Committee also updated the Safety Handbook as well as the ALR Cup. We are operating under the Four Pillars of the American Legion for reporting miles. The Four Pillars are Americanism, Veterans Employment and Education, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, Children and Youth.  These both are living documents and will be updated on an annual basis as needed.

This year again I encourage all our members to seek additional training whenever possible.
Another goal is to set up in different areas a slow speed training course. There are many incidents that occur at low speeds. We all have a good grasp on riding at speed, but we can all use a refresher from time to time on slow speed riding, I have taught this in the past as my Post and everyone enjoys it.

Fortunately, there were very few incidents reported to the Safety Officer.

· Uniform 

This year we discussed a proposal to amend the Uniform Manual regarding the border of the American Flag to include white to the already approved gold or black. The committee decided that no changes should be made and that the gold or black borders would be the only approved borders in the Uniform Manual.

It was also discussed about a uniform for flag lines and escorts. Some options were discussed of white shirts with black pants, white shirts, and blue jeans, etc. The committee decided to leave this out of the Uniform Manual and leave it to chapter discretion.

·  Sergeant-At-Arms

May 2024-   I rode the southern route for the Legacy Run from San Diego to Visalia. We started a Veterans Bike Night in Visalia to promote Chapter 18 and to get to know other riders in the area. I attended Chapter 3 in Hanford meeting and attended their poker run. I made a couple of trips to The Fleet Reserve in Lemoore to Promote Chapter 18s poker run coming up on June 22 to support veteran suicide awareness. I made a visit to Coffee with a Vet to brief the other area Veteran Service Organizations of the progress and upcoming events we have planned. I attended the District 15 Auxiliary meeting and attended the ribbon cutting at the new VA clinic in Visalia.

June 2024-  
June 20th -  	Installation of ALR Ch 509 Fresno
June 22nd -	22 a-day Suicide Awareness/Prevention Ride ALR Ch 18
June 25th -	US Marine Flagline for Victor Soto Jr
June 27th-30th -	American Legion Convention Visalia, CA
June 28th -	ALR-DOC State Director Michael Smith speech at SALs 
June 29th -	ALA Speech with Michael Smith
6/28-7/4th -	Fireworks Book for Post 18
July 6th -	Attended the Fresno Grizzlies salute to Veterans & Military Families Game
July 11th -	Post 18 Installation 17 Riders present for ceremony
July17th -	Post 20 Family Dinner & Phil’s Birthday Dinner
July 20th -	AL District 15 Installation Dinner with 5 Riders
July 13th -	Chapter 18 Fun Ride to Cambria

July 2024-  
7/27/24	Area 5 Director’s Meeting
7/27/24	American Legion Baseball
7/28/24	American Legion Baseball I threw the first pitch

August 2024-  
8/2/24	            Breakfast at ALR Ch 100
8/10/24	District 13 Poker Run
8/17/24	Met with Visalia’s First Responders and KDDH ER Staff
8/17/24	Open House at Visalia Memorial Building
8/17/24 	Post 20 Bike and Car Show

September 2024- 
Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events.  On September 3rd I attended the Tea Party at Post 20 for the incoming contestants for the Veterans Queens Court. On September 7th I attended Paso Robles Chapter 50 poker run with Director Mike Smith.  On September 11th, I attended the 9/11 memorial in Clovis and then had lunch in Clovis with members of Chapter 147.  On September 14th we attended Harley Davidson Salute to Service and first responders at Visalia HD, Matthews HD, and Fresno HD.  We then went to Post 509 for refreshments before heading home.

October 2024-  
Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. On Oct 5th we provided an escort to a veteran family who lost their 2-year-old daughter to cancer. Also, on the 5th we attended the National Night out hosted by Visalia PD at the Riverway Sports Park. On Oct 12th I attended the 999 Foundations Fallen Officer Ride in Bakersfield. On Oct 19th we spent time with chapters 20,26,221 at the Sikh Riders 12th annual Run to lake Ming. On October 19 we held a flag line for Army Vet Mike Brown before heading to the Area 3 Directors Meeting in Clovis at Cecil Cox Post 147. 

November 2024-  
Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. On November 2nd we attended the Area 1 Directors Meeting in Oroville Post 95.  On November 7th we stayed there a few nights with Tom Lively and his wife Danelle. On November 8th we went to the Chapter 299 Dinner at Post 299.  Then on November 9th Jeff was a guest judge at Post 801 in Bombay Beach chili cook off. On November 15th we attended the Porterville Elks Veterans Appreciation Dinner.  On November 16th we attended the Battleship Boogie on the USS Iowa with Chapter 61.  Then on November 17th we went down to Newport Beach to Post 291 for live music and Lunch.

December 2024-  
Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. On November 27th I attended the Veterans. On December 2nd our chapter was in the Candy Cane Lane Christmas Parade. On December 5th we attended the Tulare Christmas Parade.  Our chapter also held our first Toys for Tots toy drive on December 7th.  December 13th we finally got the bike back.  On December 14th we held our second Toys for Tots toy drive.  On December 15th, we took the bike on a short 525-mile break in run to Chapter 574 Moreno Valley and participated in their First Responders toy drive.  Then on December 17th, we delivered gifts to the Fresno VA Home for their Christmas for a Vet event.

January 2025-  
Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. I attended breakfast at Post 88 Turlock on January 5th. On January 13th I took part in the flag line and Escort for John Alba with Post 20 in Porterville. On January 18th I attended Coffee With a Vet at Visalia Harley Davidson. On January 20th I participated with Chapter 20 in collecting donations and sorting them for the fire relief happening in southern California.




February 2025-  
Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. I attended Four Chaplains Services at Mission San Juan Bautista and in Sanger.  I also attended Area 6 Directors Meeting in Orcutt and the Area 4 Directors Meeting on the USS Iowa.

March 2025-   
Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday morning at the Memorial Building.  I attended flag line and funeral escort for Gregorio Valentine from Visalia to Bakersfield National Cemetery.  I also attended American Legion Post 100 breakfast. I attended the Area 3 Directors meeting in Jackson.  I attended the American Legion Post 377 all-day event celebrating the American Legion 106th birthday.  On 3/22/25, our chapter held its 2nd Annual 22 A Day Suicide Prevention & Awareness Poker Run. (I masterminded the event lol!!!)  I also attended the American Legion Post 20 birthday dinner. 
 
· Quartermaster 

During this past year we had 98 orders through the ALR Quartermaster website 95 of those orders have been completed. We currently have 3 orders wherein payment has been received and is pending processing.  

As the Quartermaster, I have noticed that many chapters continue to order one patch at a time rather than several and keep an inventory on hand for their chapter. The problem with this method is the chapter is getting charged $15 for shipping on each order they make. So, if they do three orders of one patch each that’s $45 in shipping cost where if they make one order of three patches is $15 for shipping saving them $30 in shipping charges a chapter can order up to 12 patches at a time and still only get charged $15 for shipping, so if your chapter has the available fund to order in bulk it will save them. 

I also ordered berets for convention and they are for sale for $40.

Lastly as many of you may know we are still having issues with the invoices going out through our email system. I t is being worked on but no fix in the foreseeable future, so if you don’t receive an invoice from me within 4 days of your order being placed. You have a couple of options. You can email me, call me or go back into the store find your order. If the invoice was created there will be a tab for you to make payment on your order. If the invoice wasn’t created you will not have access to pay and you need to contact me. Once you have made payment on your order and you want to check the progress of your order you can go back into the store orders find your order and it will have the update progress of your order. Please DO NOT place your order and immediately go to the donation button on the main webpage and pay for your order. Wait until the order has been invoiced. I still need to factor in the shipping cost for your orders. Also, this creates an issue for my tracking and the Treasurers tracking of payments on your orders.

If you have any questions regarding your orders, feel free to give an email or a call. Leave a message and I will return your call as I don’t generally answer numbers I don’t know. 559-759-7705. 





· Service Officer 
Swan Song
This will be my last report as your ALRDOC Safety Officer. I can’t tell you how much disseminating information to you and our fellow veterans has meant to me. 
I know I’ve helped some of you because you’ve contacted me and thanked me for the information and for that, I am grateful.

One last time I’m going to ask you to sign up with the VA and see your local VSO.
It took me 40 years to finally learn I was eligible for healthcare benefits from the VA and another 5 years to know I was eligible for disability benefits due to accidents that occurred while I was in the service and my exposure to Agent Orange while in Viet Nam.
The Pack Act and Dole Act have made sure post 911 veterans receive the benefits they are entitled to. The only problem is you must get them! You can’t receive them if you don’t ask for them.

Most times you’ll be rejected, don’t get discouraged, resubmit and if denied again, resubmit and go to the judge assigned to your case (it will be virtual). If your VSO says your claim is valid, you’ll win. I know, been there, done that.
If I can ever be assistance with any service-related claim, you’ve got my number.
Ride Safe, George

· Ways and Means

This last year has been memorable. The Legacy quilt 2025 was unveiled at the 2024 convention in San Diego and tickets were distributed to the chapters in attendance. The remaining chapters tickets were given to the chapters present and the Area vice Directors for those not in attendance. I sent emails out to all chapters through the POCs, sent out additional tickets as needed, sold tickets at the American Legion Convention, ALA Clovis Workshop and gave out the mailing address to many chapters, as well as how to make out the checks.

As of April 8, 2025 I have received money and ticket stubs from some chapters as well as some donations to equal $8,465. I am hoping to get a lot more checks and ticket stubs at convention.

The 2026 quilt is done and ready to be displayed at the 2025 convention in Hollister, and tickets will be distributed at that time so chapters will have basically a year to sell their tickets as well as to request and sell additional tickets. I hope to make 2026 a better donation year than in the past.

· Past President/Director’s Club 

· Awards and Recognition

With this year coming to an end, I am grateful for such an amazing support team. Being my first year chairing this committee I had no idea what to expect. As we came closer to convention it became clear we needed to set some guidelines on what MVR means for future nominations and how selections are made.
For this year, this committee with the help of our 6 area vices, has paid close attention to those who went over and beyond. To those who did it with a welcoming smile, and to those who expected no recognition at all, all while upholding our four pillars.
While there were many ALR members who have shown these traits, one from each area was selected.

Thank you for letting me be of service and chairing this committee.

Convention and Rally Future Locations 
· Convention 2027 Location Voting (Areas 1, 2, 3)

Awarded to Chapter 18 Visalia as Chapter 18 was the only chapter to ask to host it.

· Rally 2027 Location Voting (Areas 4, 5, 6)

Chapter 43 Hollywood and Chapter 460 San Diego asked to host the 2027 Rally.
After a standing vote, the 2027 Rally was awarded to Chapter 43 Hollywood.

Resolutions/Amendments to By-Laws 
· Introduction of Resolutions 

One resolution was introduced and read from committee to eliminate the ALRDOC Past Presidents/Past Directors Club. The PP/DC had lack of participation, had not been functional in 2 years and was not generating monthly reports.

· Voting on Resolutions 

Motion to adopt the resolution of eliminating the Past Presidents/Past Directors Club by JD Bennett Chapter 18. 2nd by Leonard Phillips Chapter 852.
After discussion and clarification, the resolution was passed by a majority voice vote of the delegates.

· Introduction of Amendments 

No amendments were introduced.

· Voting on Amendments 

[bookmark: _Hlk131669176]Nomination of Candidates for Executive Officers 
· Director

Ralph Wenzinger-Accepted

· Vice Director 

Jeff Carson-Accepted

· Sergeant-at-Arms

Gustie Compton-Accepted
Robert Partlow-Accepted



Announcements 

  Debbie-Thanked everyone for their wonderful generosity in bringing approximately 1,150 stuffed animals to be divided between the Hollister Fire Department, the Hollister Police Department, the area CHP, Cal Fire and the Hollister Children’s Home. She asked Ralph to tell a short story.
  Ralph-A police officer in central California was sent to a home to do a wellness check. Unfortunately, the man there was found to be deceased. The officer found out the man was a veteran and had a flag in his patrol vehicle which he used to cover the man with respect. 
  Debbie-Rally challenge. I challenge each chapter to bring at least 1 5x8 flag to Rally to be given to the Chino Police Department to have in their vehicles. Any other size flag is too small or too big. Any questions, let me know. Hmmm, will we have chapters putting out a challenge to other chapters?
  Chapter 69 had tickets for raffles and a 50/50. The 50/50 winner=Yvonne Ortega Ch 497

Benediction – Cris Molina

Recessed at 4:22pm

CONVENTION IN RECESS TO SUNDAY, APRIL 13, 2025 AT 0900 HOURS

Sunday, April 13, 2025

.	Convention Reconvened at 9am 

				Finance Report 

General Accounting as of 4/8/25


Beginning Bank Balance	$ 37,994.48	

Bank Deposits		$ 2,158.00	

Interest on bank account	$ 0.33	

Bank Withdraws		$ 6,932.05	

Ending Bank Balance            	$ 33,220.76	

PayPal Balance		$ $29,796.73	

Ending Total Balance            	$ 63,017.49	

Finance Meeting Notes: 

There have been some suggested changes to the 2026 year’s budget. 

First the Sgt at Arms has had the line item raised from $1,000 to $1,500. This is due to the position’s increase in travel and engagement. 

Next there has been a suggested new position called “Motorcycle safety training clinics” this will be a motorcycle safety training clinic at three different sites, northern California, southern California, and central California. The locations to be determined in the future. This line item would be for $2,000 and would be used for travel and for training materials. 

There is a one-time update to the Web Site line item. This line item was increased because of needing to reprogram the website to 3,000 after a quote from the Web site hosting company. It was found that the hosting company could not manage the needed changes and the money was refunded. At this time the web site is slowly failing, some of the functionality has stopped responding. To fix this we need to engage a new vendor, and the estimated repairs will cost $10,000. This would not be carried into the future, but only be a one-time charge.

The Award, Plaques & Flags and Poles line item has been at $250 for a long time, but as inflation has caused increases in many different things, this line item has been suggested to increase to $400.

The last change that has been suggested to increase is the Per Capita. The Per Capita has been $10 for many years, at this time with the increase in inflation it is suggested to increase the Per Capita to $15.  

· Vote on Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget

Motion to accept the 2025-2026 budget as read by Leonard Phillips Chapter 852. 2nd by Andrew Trapani Chapter 105.
Discussion-
Ralph-It was my idea to have training clinics.
Mike Killion-Asked about the budget reserve.
Vote-the 2025-2026 ALRDOC budget was passed by a standing majority vote of delegates.

Motion to increase Per Capita from $10 per member to $15 per member for the 2025-2026 fiscal year by Leonard Phillips Chapter 852. 2nd by George Smith Chapter 105. Passed by majority voice vote of the delegates.

· Auction of cutting Andrew Trapani’s hair

$2696 was raised to go to the California Legacy Run.

		      Legion Commander Nick Rosa

Good afternoon. You are a force in the family, community and nation. Thank you for your generosity. God Bless you all.
The American Legion Family Reunion will be held July 26th at Hart Park in Orange. Hotels next door will e available for $269 per night.

		       American Legion Baseball

$3,519 was raised today.

	                   Auction of Cal Bear

$2,510 was raised for the California Legacy Run. Otto Blowers Chapter 684 won Cal Bear for a year.



2nd Nomination of Candidates for Executive Officers 
· Director

Prior-Ralph Wenzinger
No new nominations.

· Vice Director
Prior-Jeff Carson
Robert Stover-Accepted

· Sergeant-at-Arms

Prior-Gustie Compton
Prior-Robert Partlow
No new nominations

Candidates for Executive Officers Address to Delegates 

All candidates addressed the delegates.

				Election of Executive Officers
· Director
Ralph Wenzinger
Motion for a white ballot vote for Ralph Wenzinger for ALRDOC Director by Mick Sobczak parliamentarian. 2nd by George Smith chapter 105. Passed by majority voice vote of the delegates.

· Vice Director
Chapter by chapter vote was taken.
Jeff Carson-62 votes
Robert Stover-7 votes

· Sergeant-at-Arms
Chapter by chapter vote was taken.
Gustie Compton-53 votes
Robert partlow-18 votes

Motion to donate $2,500 to American Legion Baseball from the line item for VA&R or other donations by Ralph Wenzinger. 2nd by George Smith. After discussion the motion was passed by a majority voice vote from the delegates.

Installation of New Officers

New officers were installed by Past President Jim Banakus.

New Officers Take Positions

Remarks from New Officers



Good of the American Legion Riders 

Ralph-We will keep moving forward.
          -Happy birthday sang to Mike. Required Mike to wear the large birthday hat until the end of the convention.
Many presentations were made to Mike.
Danielle Lively-Winners of the Areas 4, 5 & 6 passports-1. Ryder Bear 2. Dee Pittenger    3. Cal Bear
Chapter 147 rider-It’s my first convention. I’ve been a rider less than a year. It’s been spectacular to me.
Ch 50-Made a $500 California Legacy run donation.
Ch 88 Steve Nance-Recommended the Helmets for Heroes program.
Luis Torres District 9-District 9 will be closing May 31 and integrating with Chapter 202.
Tom Lively-299 is hosting Rally AKA the Party. Register at alrdoc2025rally.eventbrite.com.
Mike Killion Chapter 852-Chapter donated to American Legion Baseball and $500.
Larry Earl Chapter 69-Thank you for coming.
Jeff Beck Chapter 328-Flyers for the 2026 convention are ready for you.
Judy Leonardi-Weekend total for American Legion Baseball=8,319 for Grand slam sponsors
Winner of the 2025 California Legacy Run quilt=District 28 

Benediction Cris Molina

Adjournment @ 12:16pm


THANK YOU ALL FOR ANOTHER GREAT YEAR!

KEEP WORKING TO GROW AND SUPPORT OUR AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY!


SEE YA NEXT YEAR! SAFE TRAVELS!





(ALRDEC will meet ½ hour after closing ceremony)
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