January 3, 2026

Can your vest be unsafe?


The title of this article may be a little confusing, but what is on your vest can put you in a bad spot.
I know a lot of us like to support other groups and clubs. But what you put on your vest can put you in you in a jam.
I guess this could also be tied into the uniform manual, but let’s let that part go for now.
There you are out for a ride, and you pull into a gas station and while you are there a group of riders pull in and spot something that they feel is disrespectful or not earned.
It may be as simple as ** SUPPORTER or R** & W**** Supporter. If you are in another groups area it could be bad fast. 
Perfect example. I was in Southern California getting gas, and I ware a RED Friday patch on my vest. Well,  (Remember Everyone Deployed.) The R,E & D are red and the other letters are white. Four riders pulled in and two of them felt I was being disrespectful because their colors are different. I explained to them what it represented but they were not having any of it. They told me to take it off or they would cut it off. Well, I was on my bike just about to leave when this happened. I started my bike and took off in a hurry.
 They followed me for a bit but decided it wasn’t worth it, I guess. Something as simple as a patch or pin you ware can be misinterpreted. So just be aware of what is on your vest. We have a uniform manual for a reason, but I am sure that safety was not in mind.


Respectfully Submitted,

Andrew Trapani
ALR DOC Safety Officer





