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For God and Country

DEC minutes
February 26, 2026


1. Call to Order – Director Ralph Wenzinger @ 7pm

2. Invocation – Chaplain Robert Lassotovich

3. Pause for POW/MIA – Vice Director Jeff Carson

4. Pledge of Allegiance – SAA Gustie Compton

5. ALR Preamble – Director Ralph Wenzinger

6. Roll Call - Secretary Debbie Proffitt

Director- Ralph Wenzinger
[bookmark: _heading=h.fnayryh1p0e]Vice Director – Jeff Carson 
Sergeant-At-Arms/Uniform – Gustie Compton
Area 1 Vice-D – Martin Glenn
Area 2 Vice-D – Pete Torrecillas AB
Area 3 Vice-D/Quartermaster – Mike Phillips	
Area 4 Vice-D – Milan Morgan excused
Area 5 Vice-D – Edmund Arguello
Area 6 Vice-D – Cris Molina
Jr Past Director – Mike Smith
Secretary/Treasurer/ Credentials/Finance – Debbie Proffitt
Chaplain – Robert Lassotovich 
Historian/Public Relations – Louisa Carson
Judge Advocate/Constitution and Bylaws – Tom Lively
[bookmark: _heading=h.ji2lnr49nz7o]Membership/ California Legacy Run - Rochelle Billet-Smith 
Parliamentarian- Mick Sobczak
Safety Officer/Safety – Andrew Trapani excused
Service Officer – J D Bennett
Webmaster – Joe Peterson
Awards and Recognition – Missy Griffiths ab
Convention and Rally – Bob Atchley
Resolutions – Mark Rice 
Ways and Means - Kathleen McClary ab

Guests: (TALDOC, ALR, etc)
A2 alt Greg Martin, A3 alt Stephen Nance, Ch 328 Bernadette Staples, Ch 377 Diana Gomula, Ch 328 Ronnie Womble, Ch 82 Ed Caler, Ch 497 Laura Mendez, Kelly Matthews

PP Mick Sobczak-Keep up good work. Jr Past Director Mike Smith-Keep doing all great things.
TAL-Bob Atchley D15 Commander, Martin Glenn D2 Adjutant, Stephen Nance ALR Commissioner, Mark Rice D6 Past commander
Aux-Louisa Carson D15 Historian/Public Relations, Rochelle billet-Smith D15 1st Vice

7. Additions to the Agenda –

New Business- Ch 354 Buena Park
                         Ch 951 March Air Base Riverside
                         Ch 328 roster

8. Approval of Minutes – ALRDEC January 22, 2026 Minutes

Minutes accepted as electronically transmitted.
 
9. Financial Report – Debbie Proffitt

As of 2-24-2026
WF beginning bank balance    	    $14,792.05
Debits				            +$30,205.12
Credits			               -$1,073.03
WF ending balance		 	   $43,924.14 			 
PayPal current		       	  + $2,452.62
------------------------------------------------------------------
Ending total balance	            =$46,376.76
California Legacy Run 		    -$4,903.75
------------------------------------------------------------------
Operational funds		             =$41,473.01

Bank +debits = interest, per capita payments, delegate fees, payments QM store invoice payments, PayPal transfer of $25000, CLR donation.
Bank -credits = Brentwood embroidery, monthly CLR website fee, GoDaddy fee.

PayPal +debits = QM store payments, per capita payments, delegate fees payments, CLR registrations.
PayPal -credits = transfer of $25,000 to bank account

Per Capita-Currently, I am waiting for the per capita check to come in from Ch 739. I have been in touch with them.
Also, waiting on per capita from A5 chapter 354 Buena Park. 

Delegate fees-42 chapters still owe. Avg 3 delegates = $1260
Motion to accept the finance report as given subject to audit by Debbie. 2nd by Gustie. Passed by vote of DEC.

10.   Director’s Report – Ralph Wenzinger

  Events / Meetings attended as Director:
	
Jan 28	ALR Constitution and Bylaws Committee
Feb 2	ALR Credentials Committee
Feb 3	California Legacy Run Committee
Feb 9	ALR Finance Committee
Feb 16	ALR Safety Committee
Feb 23	California Legacy Run Committee
	
Upcoming plans as Director: 
	
Feb 28	ALR Area 3 Directors meeting, Chapter 684, Ridgecrest
Mar 7	Convention Site check
Mar 14	TALDOC DEC meeting Vacaville
Mar 21	TALDOC District 15 meeting
Mar 23	ALR Safety Committee
Mar 24	ALR Convention and Rally Committee
Mar 31	ALR Convention and Rally Committee

Good of the Riders:

	   I would like to thank our Vice Director, Jeff Carson, for running the DEC meeting in January while I was away on a cruise. I watched the recording of the meeting and saw what a great job Jeff did. My thanks to those who also helped Jeff with the meeting.

Like many of you, I am alarmed at the number of Chapters we are losing. I am also concerned in most instances we have had no prior indication there was a problem at the Chapter until we receive notification that it was turning in its charter. I believe some of what we are seeing may be a reflection of what is going on in the American Legion as a whole: declining membership as members age and pass on to Post Everlasting or just a loss of interest. There also are the unfortunate internal issues in Chapters and the organization as a whole which cause members to quit. 

We can’t do anything about our members passing on. We can, however, try to retain our members and, in turn, our Chapters. I would venture to say many Chapters have members who do not attend a Chapter function or meeting. Have we reached out to them and asked why? Have we asked what can we do to get them to participate? For those who say they don’t come is because have stopped riding, have we encouraged them to be involved as retired members? Simply, as the Legion does with “Buddy Checks”, have we contacted them to see how they are doing?

What can we do about Chapters turning in their Charters with little or no warning? In short, we need to be in better contact with our Chapters. We need to encourage them to reach out to their Area Vice Director or other member of the DEC and let someone know they are having a problem. While it may not always be possible, we need to do our best to help them resolve it. If their problem is such that it cannot be overcome, we must try to get their members to transfer to another Chapter. Finally, we have Chapters which have never seen their Area Vice Director or an Alternate Vice Director. I know the Area Vice Directors have lots of responsibilities, but amongst your obligations is at least one visit to your area chapters. In between,   an occasional telephone call or visit by Zoom might go a long way to encourage open communication and possibly head off the loss of a Chapter.

If anyone has any other ideas on how we can stop losing Chapters please let us know.

I hope you saw Commander David Brambila’s message in the “Weekly Update” on February 6th in which he addresses in-fighting and other issues which are detrimental to the American Legion. If you did not see his message, I re-posted it in its entirety on the ALRDOC website under “Directors Corner.”

Finally, I have been notified several appointed officers and committee chairs will be stepping away from their positions after our convention. If you are an appointed officer or committee chair who is not interested in continuing in your current position, please let me or Jeff know. Thank you.

11.   Vice Director’s Report – Jeff Carson

  Since our last DEC meeting, I have participated with my chapter in the following:

  Attended Post 88 Turlock Breakfast
  Attended Post 785 Coffee with a Vet						
                        
	  Since our last DEC meeting, as Vice Director, I have done the following:
	
	  Attended Area 2 Directors Metting
	  Attended Area 1 Directors Meeting
	  Attended Convention and Rally meeting
	  Attended Finance Committee
	  Attended Safety Committee
	  Attended Legacy Run Committee
	  Attended Constitution and Bylaws Committee

12.   Sgt. At Arms’ Report – Gustie Compton

  Since our last meeting I have participated in the following 
               
             01/22/26 ALRDOC Meeting 
             01/28/26 Coffee with a Veteran Post 785
             02/04/26 Coffee with a Veteran Post 785
             02/11/26 Coffee with a Veteran Post 785
             02/12/26 Post/Chapter 18 Meeting 

13.   Secretary’s Report – Debbie Proffitt

I have attended my chapter E board mtg, the finance committee meeting, the credentials comm mtg, the safety committee meeting, CLR meeting.

Per Capita was due by February 14- chapters delinquent -Chapter 354
Delegate fees are due by March 18.
Delegate roster is due march 23.
Year-end Report is due April 1. Can be found on the website under resources, ALR forms.
Convention is April 17-19 at the Barn in Norco. Don’t forget your stuffed animals.

14.   Area Reports – 
a.  Area 1 Vice D – Martin Glenn

Area 1 Developments:
Chapters 77 Woodland and 383 Fair Oaks have each voted to close down and turn in their charters.
The second of two annual Area 1 meetings was held on Saturday, February 21, 2026. Gridley Chapter 210 hosted the meeting and provided a delicious BBQ rib lunch after the meeting. They did not charge for the meal and only requested a donation. The meeting was the most well attended Area 1 meeting since I became the Area Vice Director. There were about 45 riders physically present at the meeting, and two members (Rochelle Billet-Smith and Missy Griffiths) joined by zoom. The meeting had 4 guests who drove from Area 3 to attend, including Jeff and Louisa Carson representing their ALRDOC duties and Cory and Michelle Wettenbarger from California City Chapter 476. At least 1 member attended from each of the following chapters: 92, 95, 111, 119, 210, 233, 264, 521, 673 for a chapter representation of 9 out of 14 chapters. There were no business items that required motion or vote. Each chapter present gave a report, and riders used the gathering as an opportunity to visit after the meeting. The Area 1 Epic Ride event was revisited after its introduction at the last meeting. There were no significant advances in formulating its structure. The purpose of the event is to be an affordable, community building event. The event is also meant to showcase the diversity of landscape in Area 1 that is accessible by riding asphalt or concrete roads with an emphasis on the roads less traveled. The Epic Ride will probably be spontaneous until it can create enough momentum that the area will have to make official dates and a hosting schedule. Michelle Wettenbarger liked the concept and asked if she could introduce it to Area 3.

Area 1 Upcoming Events:
· Chapter 521 Rio Linda Poker Run April 11th  
· Chapter 673 Durham 2nd annual drive through Tri Tip Dinner in April.
· Chapter 673 Durham Mayday Parade and Picnic in May 9th.
· Chapter 119 Placerville Poker Run June 6th.
· Chapter 95 Oroville Bike and Car Show at Feather Falls Casino (date not yet decided)
· Chapter 95 Oroville Annual June Poker Run (date not yet decided) 
· Chapter 119 Placerville staffs the beer both at the El Dorado County Fair June 18-21
· Chapter 92 McCloud George Steel Poker Run June 20th 
· Chapter 264 Lincoln 4th of July Parade
· Chapter 111 Exploring possible Memorial/Poler/Be the One Run 
· Chapter 95 Oroville Annual Leland Neva September Poker Run (date not yet decided)
· Chapter 210 Gridley Poker Run August 22nd
· Chapter 521 Rio Linda Car and Bike Show in September (date not yet published)
· Chapter 119 Placerville riding in 111 Mile Ride for Forgotten Soldiers, October 2026
· Chapter 233, Lincoln rides most Sundays starting 0930. Rides into Sierra Nevada Foothills.
· Chapter 673 Durham does a monthly “Toni’s Bike Night” ride CA70 to Garbo Gap (Last Sat. of the month)
· 
Chapter 28, Petaluma 
Chapter 28 Petaluma currently has 12 members on their roster. They do not have a director listed on their roster. Perhaps that is a paperwork oversight. Chapter 28 has experienced some turmoil with their officer ranks over the past year. They did not respond when I reached out about the Area 1 meeting. I will have to put in more effort.
Chapter 77, Woodland held a meeting last month and the members decided to turn in their charter. They said that some of their members are thinking about joining different chapters. 
Chapter 84, Auburn:
Chapter 84, Auburn has 12 members on the roster. During a recent conversation, I was told that half of the members never show up, and half of those who do are dealing with health issues that keep them from involving themselves more.
Chapter 92, McCloud: 
Chapter 92, McCloud has 1 new member, but the chapter lost 1 of its previous members who did not want to renew his membership at this time. The chapter has 17 members. Chapter 92 hosted the November 1st Post 92 Be the One Dinner and will be hosting the event again on March 1st. The chapter also participated in the Cheula 92 family Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners. Chapter 92 is planning 2 spring breakfasts, and they will be donating towards the unified scholarship fund which benefits graduating seniors. Chapter 92 will be sending 6 members (3 delegates and alternates) to convention. The chapter is planning for its 3rd annual George Steel Memorial Poker Run with the date set for Saturday, June 20th. Check the ALRDOC website and Facebook for more information.
Chapter 95 Oroville:
Chapter 95 Oroville donated to local veterans and riders who were in need after going down. Several of the chapter membership are active with the PGR and participated in several escort missions. Chapter members participated in dinner giveaways and served more than 430 children during their Santa meet and greet. Future events include: their 3rd Annual bike and car show at Feather Falls Casino, their annual June Poker Run, July fireworks sale to support Post 95, August backpack and supplies collection and give away, the annual Leland Neva poker run in September, Turkey give aways in November, and Santa Meet and greet in December. Members are also looking forward to working with cadets and escorting down to MEPS. Pillar Miles 10K, Fun Miles 60K.
Chapter 111, Healdsburg:
Chapter 111 Healdsburg has 22 members of which 16 are veterans and 7 are SAL.
Chapter 119 Placerville:
Chapter 119 Placerville 
Chapter 210, Gridley: 
Gridley Chapter 210 currently has 20 members. On February 21st, they hosted the 2nd Area 1 meeting for this year. Chapter 210 dedicated a Wall of Honor about 2 weeks ago and presented a plaque to Mrs. Jill La Malfa in recognition of her husband’s representation of Northern California.
Chapter 233, Elk Grove:
Chapter 233, Elk Grove has 8 members. From what I can gather, they are not very active with functions and riding. They have, however, managed to complete al of their obligations and payments in a timely manner, Steve Hernandez 

Chapter 264, Lincoln:
Chapter 264 Lincoln currently has 10 members.
Chapter 383, Fair Oaks:
Chapter 383 Fair Oaks voted to turn in their charter in early January 2026.
Chapter 437, Clear Lake: 
Clear Lake Chapter 437 took a fair amount of nudging, but they are finally caught up. I had talked to a few of them about getting their reports in, but it took our webmaster to help them through the process. Clear Lake Chapter 437 currently has 12 members
Chapter 521, Rio Linda:
Chapter 521, Rio Linda currently has 57 members. Rio Linda is planning their 15th annual High 5 Run in Memorial of Lloyd /Watson and Chris Belsky The ride is scheduled for April 11, 2026 and starts at American Legion Post 521, 6700 8th Street, Rio Linda, CA. Registration begins at 8:30 am and first riders out at 11:00 am. Contact Bob Perryman at (916) 873-3007 or Elvertahotrod@gmail.com.
Chapter 587, Foresthill:
Chapter 587 Foresthill currently has 6 members. They rarely respond to any email, but they seem to be able to meet their obligations. I am told that they are friendly and inclusive when visited, but they like to keep to themselves.
Chapter 673, Durham: 
Chapter 673 Durham currently has 17 members. The chapter members love to ride and have a monthly group ride which draws most of their members each time.
Chapter 795, South Lake Tahoe: 
Chapter 795 South Lake Tahoe is the newest Area 1 chapter. They have 6 members.
Area 1 meetings. The second Area 1 meeting will be held at Chapter 210 Gridley located at 249 Sycamore St. on Saturday, February 21, 2026. The meeting starts at 1000 hours.

Riders Everlasting: 
Chris Belsry Chapter 521, Dave Meyers Chapter 111, Ellen Springer-Maxey (founder) Chapter 119

b.  Area 2 Vice D – Pete Torrecillas

 Since our last meeting I have participated in the following:  
 Participated in 3 Honor Missions, 2nd Area 2 Vice Director’s Meeting, Attended Chapter   82’s monthly meeting, Attended the Area 2 Four Chaplains Event hosted by Chapter  105 in Redwood City.
 I’ve ridden 418 miles.
 Volunteered 19.5 hours

Events within my Area in the coming weeks & month:
Feb 28 - ALA District 28 Scholarship Fundraiser, Marina Post 694 Noon – 4pm
May 9 ALR District 28 Summer Poker Run

Chapter 69
Area 2 Vice Directors meeting 
	Four Chaplains Event
2 Honor Missions
	Volunteered 32 hours
	Rode 291 miles

	Chapter 82
	Volunteered 37 hours
	Rode 425 miles

	Chapter 591
	Area 2 Vice Directors meeting
	ALR DOC Constitution Committee Mtg
DAR Outstanding Vet Award Packet Create and Submit- Tony Viruetta (Winner for Santa Lucia DAR)
	Discussion w/3VC from D28 regarding Military Women’s Memorial event
	Donated $20.00
	Volunteered 42.75 hours
	Rode 344 miles
	3 Honor Missions
	Four Chaplains Event
	
	District 28 
	ALR District 28 Monthly Meetings
Honor Mission Anthony Thomas Falco, USAF - Watsonville to Seaside, CA
	ALR Area 2 Four Chaplains Run - Chap 105 Redwood City
	Honor Mission Robert Lee Kwon, USN Del Rey Oaks to Seaside

c.  Area 3 Vice D – Mike Phillips

During this month I attended Coffee with a Vet at Post 785 and event at Visalia Harley and 3 Stand Down meetings preparing for our Stand on March 14th at the Visalia Rawhide baseball stadium. Please note the Area 3 Directors Meeting will be held on February 28, 2026 at Ridgecrest, Chapter 684 at 1200 hours. The location of the meeting is 641 Inyokern Road, Ridgecrest CA 93555, all are welcome.

RIDER EVERLASTING:	ALR Chapter 509 SAL member Adam Bernal passed away on Friday February 20, 2026.

Below is a list of events Area 3 Chapters have participated in during the last month:
Chapter – 3		No Report
Chapter – 16	No Report
Chapter – 18          Coffee with Visalia Stand Down meeting X3, Area 2 Directors meeting, Area 4 Director 
Chapter – 20	No Report
Chapter – 23	No Report
Chapter – 26	No Report
Chapter – 83	No Report 
Chapter – 88	Attended Chapter 16 Stockton’s Chapter meeting
Chapter – 100	No Report
Chapter – 108	No Report
Chapter – 147	Sweat heart Ride, Visalia Harley Polar Bear Run, Matthews Harley Ditch Work Ride
Chapter – 221	 No Report
Chapter – 476	 No Report
Chapter – 509	 No Report
Chapter – 684	 No Report
Chapter – 711	 No Report

d.  Area 4 Vice D – Milan Morgan 

Since our last DEC meeting, I have participated with my chapter in the following events: 
Multiple Chapter rides, Chapter Meeting on 2/13/2026.
                        
Since our last DEC meeting, as Area Vice Director, I have done the following: 
Attended Post 43 Membership meeting, District 24 EC Meeting, Squadron 43 Jamboree/Rockabilly Concert & Car Show.

Since our last DEC meeting the chapters in my Area have done the following:
Chapter 61: Nothing significant to report.
Chapter 184: Nothing significant to report.
Chapter 804: Nothing significant to report.

Chapter events within my Area in the coming weeks & month: 
Nothing significant to report.

e.  Area 5 Vice D – Edmund Arguello

Guido
2/20-Attended SAL Dinner at Post 229, Adelanto (108 miles)
	
A5 Alternates
Yellie
No report
Monkey
-Attended Chapter 256, Apple Valley General Meeting (176 miles)
-Attended Post 200, Lake Elsinore Potato Bake Bar (36 miles)
Wrench
-March AFB Museum every Tue & Thu
DDA
No Report Submitted

Area Chapter Activities
-Check the Area 5 Calendar and ensure your events are posted properly. Good information in, ensures good information out.	
-Ensure your Chapter is meeting its required paperwork dates, membership roster, per capita, delegate fees, etc.	
Other
-Happy New Year Everyone! I hope that everyone has had a chance to visit and celebrate the holidays with friends and family. Personally, I’ve been too busy to keep a schedule. I’m looking forward to the new year and the blessings and successes it has to give. I hope that you all are looking forward to the same.

Sick/Memorial
-George “Ranger” Butterfield passed on to Rider Everlasting

f.  Area 6 Vice D – Cris Molina

  Chapter 43:
- 2 members attended the Area 6 meeting in January. 
- Participating in the Wall that Heals escort on March 17th. All ALR Riders are welcomed to attend. Details will be posted. 

Chapter 507:
Hosting a pancake breakfast on Saturday, February 28th from 8:30am until noon at Post 507 in Newhall.

Chapter 377:
- Hosting monthly Sunday brunch from 11am until 3pm on Sunday, March 1st at Post 377 in Sunland/Tujunga. 
- Hosting the Leprechaun Run on Sunday, March 14th - all day. Breakfast, ride, lunch, dinner and multiple bands playing all day.

Chapter 534:
- Will be hosting a dinner during the California Legacy Run. Hoping to get a headcount. Dinner will be $15. Chicken dinner, salad, beans, and dessert. 

Area 6 Vice:
- Ongoing volunteering behind the bar at Post 377. I encourage all Riders to be more involved with their Posts. Wear your vests, show your faces, be a strong presence!

- Area 6 Directors Meeting will be at Post 43 in Hollywood at 11am on Saturday, March 28th with lunch to follow.

15.   Officer Reports-
a. Jr. Past Director – Mike Smith

Since our last DEC meeting, I have participated with my chapter in the following:
February 6 – Attended and played Taps at TALDOC 4 Chaplin’s Service in Sanger, CA

Upcoming plans as an Jr. Past Director:
Progress

b. Chaplain – Robert Lassotovich

Since our last DEC meeting, I have participated with my chapter in the following: 
Monthly Business Meeting							
                        
Since our last DEC meeting, as an officer or Committee Chair, I have done the     
Following:
Attended the Area 3 Meeting at Chapter 100
Attended the District 15 Meeting
Upcoming plans as Chaplain:
Attended the American Legion Baseball Committee Meeting



Ill/Injured & In Need of Special Prayers: 

Chapter 20            Robert Lassotovitch - Medical Issues
Chapter 26            Rochelle Billet Smith – Medical Issues
Chapter 26            Ralph Wenzinger - upcoming eye surgery
Chapter 184          Brian Toal – Shoulder Surgery          
                    							
 Riders Everlasting:

 Chapter 741 Wade Cirlot
 Chapter 328 Judith Allard
 Chapter 132 Travis Stockton
 Chapter 311 Donald Holm 
 Chapter 149 William Beatty
 Chapter 437 Ron Peavy
 Chapter 229 George Butterfield
 Chapter 509 Adam Bernal

c. Historian – Louisa Carson

  Since our last DEC meeting, I have participated with my chapter in the following:

 Attended Post 88 Turlock Breakfast
  Attended Post 785 Coffee with a Vet						
                        
 Since our last DEC meeting, as Vice Director, I have done the following:
	
 Attended Area 2 Directors Metting
 Attended Area 1 Directors Meeting
 Attended Convention and Rally meeting
 Attended Finance Committee
 Attended Safety Committee
 Attended Legacy Run Committee
 Attended Constitution and Bylaws Committee

 At the Area 1 meeting Josh showed us their Honor Wall in Gridley.

d. Judge Advocate – Tom Lively

   Reviewed and commented on Chapter 673 Bylaws
   Numerous conversations with Chapters on interpretation of bylaws

  Please don’t hesitate to call about aanything.

e. Membership Officer – Rochelle Billet-Smith

Since our last meeting I have participated in the following meetings:
January 28, Constitution and Bylaws Committee Meeting
February 2, ALRDOC Credentials Meeting 
February 3, California Legacy Run Committee Meeting
February ALRDOC Finance Committee Meeting
February 11, Chapter 26 Meeting
February 21, Area 1 Directors Meeting “Via Zoom”
February 23, California Legacy Run Committee Meeting

f. Parliamentarian – Mick Sobczak

Nothing to report.

g. Quartermaster – Mike Phillips

Currently we have 2 orders Invoiced awaiting payment, 7 in Process, 5 orders shipped, 5 orders have been completed during this month and one was cancelled at the request of the chapter as it was a duplicate order. Please pay for all orders submitted in a timely manner and your orders will get out to you as quickly as possible.  

I understand many Chapters aren’t receiving their invoices when they place an order. If you do not receive your invoice with 4 days of placing your order, first check your spam as I have found that some of my invoices go there and if it still is not there email me at alrdocquartermast@gmail.com and I will email you a copy of your invoice. PLEASE DO NOT PAY FOR YOUR ORDER IN THE DONATION AREA OF THE WEBSITE UNLESS INSTRUCTED TO BY MYSELF OR DEBBIE AS WE HAVE NO WAY OF KNOWING YOU DID THIS. The quartermaster website when working properly tracks all payment made and make automatic changes indicating your payment on the tracking log.

If you have any questions regarding your orders, feel free to give an email or a call. Leave a message and I will return your call as I don’t generally answer numbers I don’t know. 559-759-7705. 

I will be stepping down as Quartermaster.

h. Safety Officer – Andrew Trapani

As of the date of this report no incidents have been reported to the Safety Officer. 

A meeting of the Safety Committee was held on February 16th. Among the topics that were covered included changes to the Mileage Cup Rules, along with changes to the Safety Handbook.

We are still in a mixed weather pattern of sun and rain so please be prepared for any sudden changes in the weather.

Ralph-All Area Vice Directors are to review all their chapter’s miles. Submit the winning chapter number and number of miles to Andrew (alrdocsafety@gmail.com) and Debbie no later than April 5th.

i. Service Officer – J D Bennett

Good evening fellow Riders,
The long awaited and hard-fought battle has been won, due largely in part by the American Legion Legislative Commission. Senate Bill 694 passed the Assembly and Senate and the Governor signed Senate Bill 694, in to law, strictly limiting which organizations and individuals can assist Veterans with benefits claims.
The VA has announced they will no longer report Veterans to the FBI’s Criminal Background Check System as “prohibited persons to own/possess firearms” strictly for needing help from a fiduciary to manage VA benefits. It has been determined, Veterans 2nd Amendment rights should not be hindered, infringed upon or stripped just because they need financial assistance. They are not to be “prohibited persons” only because they need help from a fiduciary in managing their VA benefits. This corrects a 30-yr old deprivation of thousands of Veterans in the VA’s Fiduciary Program of violating their constitutional right to own a firearm without a legal basis. After a thorough review, Attorney General Pamela Bondi in working with the DOJ and VA General Counsel have recognized that many Veterans have been deprived of their Second Amendment rights without hearings or adequate determinations that they posed a sufficient risk of danger to themselves or others. In addition to immediately stopping the reporting of VA Fiduciary Program participants to NICS, the department is working with the FBI to remove all past VA reporting from NICS, so no Veterans are unfairly deprived of their 2nd Amendment rights based solely on participation in VA’s Fiduciary Program. Attorney General Bondi stated, “It is both unlawful and unacceptable for Veterans who serve our country to have their constitutional rights threatened,” 
CalVet has partnered with CSU, Long Beach to research Veteran suicide, with the goal of creating recommendations for standardizing the collection and reporting of Veteran suicide data across all California counties. In doing so, there is hope in identifying patterns and risk factors to create better prevention/awareness programs.
Along the same lines, the VA recently released their annual suicide prevention report claiming Veterans suicide was down, dropping nearly 2.5% from previous years. Other studies, including Veteran non-profits who work with suicidal Veterans claim those numbers are inflated. Unfortunately, there is no current accurate data which can report the actual numbers.

Korean War Veteran and Post 416 Legionnaire (Capt.) Royce Williams, 100 years old was awarded the Medal of Honor earlier this month for his actions defending a U.S. carrier group from Soviet MIGs during the war. For decades, Williams’ feats were classified for fear of sparking a global conflict. His Medal of Honor was presented during the State of the Union address.

There is a short movie on amazon Prime about Royce Williams titled Forgotten Hero.

j. Webmaster – Joseph Peterson

Officer/Committee Chair title: Webmaster

This report is submitted by: Joe Peterson
                                                          

  Since our last DEC meeting, I have participated with my chapter in the following:

  Participated in 2 PGR Funerals for Veteran and First Responder
  Participated in Chapter Group Ride to Dibble Creek
  Attended PGR training class for blocking intersections class  
  Boys and Girls State (sponsorship of student)
  Attended chapter executive and general meetings
  Coordinating Chapter drive-thru tri-tip fundraiser
  Helping Coordinate Chapter bike safety training

Since our last DEC meeting, as Webmaster, I have done the following:

Updated file folders, on the ALRDOC website.
Coded alert headers for the ALRDOC website main page and events page
Added a new Directors Corner Message
Revised the POC and COO forms and Instructions
	
Upcoming plans as an Officer/Committee Chair:
Update Website, post upcoming events
 Finish form fillable 2026 ALR Application
Website Analytics for 01/12-02/17
			
Home		6554
 News		             578
 Events		3393
 Photos		1162
 Resources		1629
 Quartermaster	1913
            Chapters		3344
 
16.   Committee Reports – 
a. [bookmark: _heading=h.p0v1yjrg777b]Awards and Recognition – Missy Griffiths

We need Most Valuable Rider nominations from Areas 1, 4, 5 and 6 asap.

b. California Legacy Run – Rochelle Billet-Smith

See membership report

c. Constitution and Bylaws – Tom Lively

·  Reviewed proposed Resolutions
· 2026-01: Chapters on Probation
· 2026-02: Transfer of Chapter Members While Under Administrative Action
· Held Constitution and Bylaws Committee meeting 1/28/2026
· Approved Amendments to Department Bylaws and Chapter Bylaw Template

Proposed Bylaw Amendments – January 28, 2026
· Constitution and Bylaws Committee Recommends the following changes to Bylaws (Previously Reviewed and Ratified by DEC)
1) Proposed Bylaws Changes
a. Article XII – Past Directors and Presidents Club – As this club has been officially dissolved this article should be removed and bylaws will be renumbered.
b. Article IV – Add Webmaster as Appointed Officer

i. Proposed Amendments
1. Section 1. The elected officers of this organization shall be the Director, Vice-Director, Sergeant-at-Arms, and six (6) Area Vice-Directors. The appointed officers shall be the Judge Advocate, Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain, Historian, Service Officer, Safety Officer, Quartermaster, Membership Officer, Parliamentarian, and Webmaster. The six (6) Area Vice-Directors and Alternate Vice-Directors will be elected at the annual convention of the American Legion Riders by the respective Area delegates to the convention seated and present in the Area caucus. The Alternate Area Vice-Directors shall represent the Area in the absence of the Area Vice-Director.
2. Section 16. WEBMASTER: The Webmaster shall maintain and administer the official website, online platforms, and digital communication tools of the American Legion Riders – Department of California. The Webmaster shall ensure timely publication of official notices, announcements, and information authorized by the Department Director or Department Executive Committee. The Webmaster shall coordinate with the Secretary, Historian, and Membership Officer to maintain accurate, accessible, and secure digital records and information. The Webmaster shall also perform such other duties as assigned by the Director, provided there is no conflict with the Department Constitution and Bylaws.


3. Renumber Section 16 to Section 17
c. Amend Article VIII to include Webmaster

1. Proposed Amendment
a. Section 14. The Department Secretary, Treasurer, Judge Advocate, Chaplain, Historian, Service Officer, Safety Officer, Quartermaster, Parliamentarian, and Webmaster shall be appointed each year by the Department Director with the approval of the Department Executive Committee to serve until their successors are selected or until removed by the Department Executive Committee upon recommendation of the Department Director.
d. Article VIII, Section 13 – Allow for other types of voting for Officers (particularly unopposed).

i. Proposed Amendment
1. Section 13. All elections at Department Convention shall be by roll call, with each Chapter reporting the total votes cast for each candidate by the delegates of the Chapter that are present and voting. In the case of an unopposed candidate, or by unanimous consent of the Convention delegates, election may be declared by acclamation by the Chair.
e. Article VIII, Sections 16 &17 – Include the possibility of no Chapter to host in assigned Areas.

i. Proposed Amendment
1. Section 16. The time and place of the Annual State Convention shall be fixed such that the American Legion Riders – Department of California State Convention shall rotate between Areas 1, 2, or 3 on odd-numbered years and Areas 4, 5, or 6 on even-numbered years. If no Chapter within the designated Areas is able to host in a given year, the Department Executive Committee may authorize an alternate host Chapter from any Area within the Department thereby suspending the rotation for that year only as necessary to ensure the Convention is held.
2. Section 17. The time and place of the Annual State Rally shall be fixed such that the American Legion Riders – Department of California State Rally shall rotate between Areas 1, 2, or 3 on even-numbered years and Areas 4, 5, or 6 on odd-numbered years. If no Chapter within the designated Areas is able to host in a given year, the Department Executive Committee may authorize an alternate host Chapter from any Area within the Department thereby suspending the rotation for that year only as necessary to ensure the Rally is held.
f. Article V, Section 1 – Change statement to read, “Individuals seeking to establish a Chapter of the American Legion Riders shall submit a formal request to the Commander of the local American Legion Post in which the Chapter is to be organized for the purpose of securing sponsorship of said Post.”
2) Chapter Bylaws Template
a. Article IX, Section 2 – Include 2 Post appointed signers per American Legion rules for subordinate organizations.

i. Proposed Amendment
1. Section 2. Finances of the Chapter will be held in an account with an accredited financial institution within the local area of (City/Post). Signatures on the account should include the Treasurer and at least one of the following officers, Director, Vice-Director, or Secretary, and shall contain two (2) Post-appointed signers in accordance with American Legion rules for subordinate organizations. Signatures of two (2) authorized signers will be required to disburse funds.**

New Proposed Bylaws Amendments

1) Prevent Members from Transferring Chapters to avoid Charges.
a.  The National American Legion Bylaws Article IV, Section 2 reads in relevant part, "Any local post that has initiated disciplinary action against an offending member under article. IV, Section 2, will maintain jurisdiction of that member's disciplinary process until the cause of such action is resolved and the member shall not transfer to any other post during this process unless approved by both the losing and gaining posts."
b. What “member’s disciplinary process” means is covered in the Hearing Manual under Title II, and can be interpreted to mean that the disciplinary process begins with a letter of accusation which prompts an Examination.
c. While members can only be suspended or expelled upon showing of cause, as described in Title II, Section 1(c), they should not be allowed to transfer to escape such charges.
d. Mark Rice to Author Resolution
2) Amend Bylaws to include Automatic Probation for Chapters not in compliance with Bylaws
a. Chapters failing to complete required documentation or pay Per Capita or Delegate fees will not be allowed to participate in Convention
b. Mark Rice to Author Resolution
3) Prevent Non-members from wearing Trademarked Patch
a. Add verbiage to ensure that Chapters do not allow the wearing of the back patch for non-members
b. Tom Lively to Author Resolution

d. Convention and Rally – Bob Atchley

  2026 ALR/DOC Convention
[bookmark: _Hlk219975605]30 Day out report to DEC:
[bookmark: _Hlk185493909]B. Elder, Chapter 328 Norco
Next report will be on March 17th, 2026. Weekly meeting will follow on March 24th, 31st, April 7th & 14th.

2026 ALR/DOC West Coast Rally
6 months out report to DEC:

Hy Libby, Chapter 31 Salinas
Next report will be on March 17th, 2026

2027 ALR/DOC Convention
1 Year out report to DEC:
Jeff Carson, Chapter 18 Visalia
Next report will be on April 21st, 2026

2027 ALR/DOC West Coast Rally

12 months out report to DEC:
Chapter 43 Hollywood
Next report will be on September 15th, 2026

Next meeting to be held on March 17th, 2026 at 1900 hrs.

e. Credentials – Debbie Proffitt

The credentials committee met on February 2nd. 
We went over delegate check in procedures. 

Delegates must have a black beret, in compliance ALR vest, Parent ID card and Rider ID card all together to check in.

f. Finance – Debbie Proffitt

The finance committee met on February 9th. 

We took a last look at the proposed 26/27 budget. 

1. We will be looking to increase Delegate Fees from $10 per delegate to $15 per delegate as they haven’t been raised since 2010. 
2. We will also be looking to raise the new chapter start-up fee from $50 to $75 as per capita is now $15 per member and new chapters must have a minimum of 5 members. Both of these fees will take effect after the 2026 convention.
3. A copy of the proposed 26/27 budget will be emailed to all POCs to distribute to all members before convention. A copy will also be attached to the convention agenda.

g. Membership – Rochelle Billet-Smith

Meeting pending a 3-2026 date.

h. Public Relations – Louisa Carson

See Historian report.

i. Resolutions – Mark Rice

Director Wenzinger and Riders of California,

Currently there are 3 resolutions pending for Convention. 

Resolution 2026-01 (Department Bylaws change) This resolution will revise the method of placing Chapters on administrative probation or removing them from the same.  This is being submitted by the Constitution and Bylaws Committee.

Resolution 2026-02 (Department Bylaws change) This resolution will block members from transferring Chapters while under any pending administrative action(s) to avoid prosecution. This is being submitted by the Constitution and Bylaws Committee.

Resolution 2026-003 (Department Bylaws change) This resolution addresses the wearing of back patches.  This is being submitted by the Constitution and Bylaws Committee.

There are two more resolutions that may be pending formal submission.  The deadline for submission to the Department Secretary will be March 17th, 2026. 

Resolutions will be reviewed by the Department Resolutions Committee accuracy and content.  They should be posted on the Department website no later than March 24th, 2026, for review by the membership prior to the convention.

j. Safety – Andrew Trapani

On February 16, 2026, the ALR DOC Safety Committee met via Zoom. The meeting     was sparsely attended.




However, the following subjects were discussed:

1. Safety Handbook. It was determined that a section on how to deal with a riders helmet in the event of an accident. The consensus was to recommend following the American Red Cross Guidelines. A link to that will be included in the update.
2. Mileage Cup, The National Commander has asked that ALL Miles be recorded.

k. Uniform – Gustie Compton

      Since our last meeting the Uniform Committee has not met.

l. Ways and Means – Kathleen McClary

17.   Unfinished Business-
a. [bookmark: _Hlk216944865]Status of Chapter 437 Clearlake (Area 1 Vice Director)

Chapter 437 is now up to date on obligations.
Moion to take Chapter 437 off of probation by Martin Glenn. 2nd by Cris Molina. Passed by vote of DEC.

b. Meeting between Chapters 18 and 23 (Area 3 Alternate Vice Director Nance)

Had a meeting. Discussed issues with both chapters. Didn’t get issues resolved. Need the Chapter 23 secretary to return the Chapter 18 binder and flashdrive. J D Bennett, Chapter 23 Director, texted the secretary on February 9th but hasn’t gotten a response. Will try to make contact again.
c. Status of Chapter 711 Kern River Valley (Area 3 Vice Director)

Talked to Mike Brownell. He didn’t renew. Mike will contact the chapter about their status. If they are going to fold will suggest the members transfer.

d. Status of proposed Chapter 190 Ripon (Area 3 Vice Director)

Motion to grant Chapter 190 Ripon an ALR charter by Mike Phillips. 2nd by Jeff Carson. Passed by vote of DEC.
 
18.   New Business-
a. Chapter 354 Buena Park.

They currently have 4 active members. Dues were not collected from members. They don’t have a director or Vice Director. The Treasurer has indicated they want to stay a chapter. They are currently behind on obligations but not on probation. Guido will contact the chapter to see what they are willing to do in a very short timeline.

Ralph stated that he doesn’t want to lose any more chapters.

Update at the March meeting.



b. Chapter 951 March Air Base

There is no longer a post 951. As such, there can be no chapter 951.
Motion to cancel the charter of chapter 951 by Guido. 2nd by Jeff Carson. Passed by vote of DEC.

Debbie asked that the online roster not be taken down yet to see if the former members would like to transfer.

c. Chapter 328 Norco roster and membership card.

In January there was a picture of a membership card for a chapter 328 support team member Mary Carter sent to Ralph with year 2026. He received other pictures of other cards with that name on them. Support teams are not members and do not get added to chapter rosters. When Director Beck was asked about it, he stated he had added her to the roster briefly in 2025 as he thought she had then met membership criteria but when that fell through, he deleted her from the roster. He stated he did not re add her. He wasn’t aware of who added her. 
Ralph asked Joe and Tom to see if the website keeps records of who makes changes to chapter roster and when. Hoping to find out who added her. Need to have evidence first.
Mick asked about how many years the card showed her as a member as that could have changed delegate count for convention. The card showed 3 years as an ALR member. Need to find out.
Ralph asked Debbie to go back through any hard copy records to see if she could find any information when she gets home.
Tom stated that a past chapter POC was in place at that time and they are no longer a chapter member. Director Beck believes this former member and POC could have been the one who added her.
Ralph-Until we find out who’s responsible, I would like the POCs taken off the chapter 328 roster so as to no access. If any changes need to be made, the chapter would contact the Secretary or Webmaster. The POCs would still get any emails going out from DEC. 
Motion to suspend Chapter 328 roster access by jeff Carson. 2nd by Rochelle Billet-Smith. Passed by vote of DEC.

19.   Sick / Memorial-

Ill/injured: Ch 20 Robert Lassotovich-ongoing medical issues.
	       Ch 26 Rochelle billet-Smith-recovering from surgery.
	       Ch 184-Brian Toal-recovering from shoulder surgery.
	
Upcoming surgeries: Ch 26 Ralph will be having the 1st of 2 eye surgeries on March 9th.

Rider Everlasting: Ch 741 Wade Cirlot
			Ch 509 Adam Bernal
			Ch 311 Don holm
			Ch 229 George Butterfield
			Ch 132 Travis Stockton
			Ch 437 Ron Peavy
			Ch 328 Judith Allard
			Ch 149 William Beatty
			
20.   Good of the Riders- 

Rochelle- California legacy run registration is open. Register by March 17th to be guaranteed your shirt size.
Jeff-March 21 is the Chapter 18 22-a-day suicide awareness run.
Ralph-how many have participated in the Harley Davidson epic ride this year. It restarts in march for 2026. Money raised is donated to veterans, etcetera for every 1 million miles logged. Please sign up and log your miles.
Ralph-Will have 1st of 2 eye surgeries March 9th.

21.   Next Meeting Date – March 27, 2026 @ 1900 hours, via Zoom

22.   Benediction – Chaplain Robert Lassotovich

23.   Adjournment – Director Ralph Wenzinger @ 9:32pm
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