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For God and Country

Pre-Convention DEC Agenda
April 17, 2026


1. Call to Order –  Director Ralph Wenzinger @ 7pm

2. Invocation – Chaplain Robert Lassotovich

3. Pause for POW/MIA – Vice Director Jeff Carson

4. Pledge of Allegiance – SAA Gustie Compton

5. ALR Preamble – Director Ralph Wenzinger

6. Roll Call - Secretary Debbie Proffitt

Director- Ralph Wenzinger
[bookmark: _heading=h.fnayryh1p0e]Vice Director – Jeff Carson 
Sergeant-At-Arms/Uniform – Gustie Compton
Area 1 Vice-D – Martin Glenn
Area 2 Vice-D – Pete Torrecillas
Area 3 Vice-D – Michelle Wattenbarger (for Mike Phillips)
Area 4 Vice-D – Milan Morgan 
Area 5 Vice-D – Edmund Arguello
Area 6 Vice-D – Cris Molina
Jr Past Director – Mike Smith
Secretary/Treasurer/ Credentials/Finance – Debbie Proffitt
Chaplain – Robert Lassotovich 
Historian/Public Relations – Louisa Carson
Judge Advocate/Constitution and Bylaws – Tom Lively
[bookmark: _heading=h.ji2lnr49nz7o]Membership/ California Legacy Run - Rochelle Billet-Smith 
Parliamentarian- Mick Sobczak
Quartermaster – Mike Phillips excused
Safety Officer/Safety – Andrew Trapani excused
Service Officer – J D Bennett
Webmaster – Joe Peterson
Awards and Recognition – Missy Griffiths
Convention and Rally – Bob Atchley
Resolutions – Mark Rice 
Ways and Means - Kathleen McClary

Guests: (TALDOC, ALR, etc)
National Vice Commander Benjamin Headon, Department Commander David Brambila, 
Commander’s Aide Amado Salinas, Department Commander candidate Janice Somers,
Department Sergeant At Arms candidate Mike Smith. Ken Sutton Ch 108.

7. Additions to the Agenda –

None

8. Approval of Minutes – ALRDEC March 26, 2026 Minutes

Accepted as electronically transmitted.

Motion to suspend the normal order of business and go to number 17 by Jeff Carson. 2nd by
Cris Molina. Passed by vote of DEC.
 
9. Financial Report – Debbie Proffitt

10.   Director’s Report – Ralph Wenzinger

11.   Vice Director’s Report – Jeff Carson
 
12.   Sgt. At Arms’ Report – Gustie Compton

13.   Secretary’s Report – Debbie Proffitt

14.   Area Reports – 
a.  Area 1 Vice D – Martin Glenn
b.  Area 2 Vice D – Pete Torrecillas
c.  Area 3 Vice D – Michelle Wattenbarger
d.  Area 4 Vice D – Milan Morgan 
e.  Area 5 Vice D – Edmund Arguello
f.  Area 6 Vice D – Cris Molina

15.   Officer Reports-
a. Jr. Past Director – Mike Smith
b. Chaplain – Robert Lassotovich
c. Historian – Louisa Carson
d. Judge Advocate – Tom Lively
e. Membership Officer – Rochelle Billet-Smith
f. Parliamentarian – Mick Sobczak
g. Quartermaster – Mike Phillips
h. Safety Officer – Andrew Trapani
i. Service Officer – J D Bennett
j. Webmaster – Joseph Peterson 

16.   Committee Reports – 
a. [bookmark: _heading=h.p0v1yjrg777b]Awards and Recognition – Missy Griffiths
b. California Legacy Run – Rochelle Billet-Smith
c. Constitution and Bylaws – Tom Lively
d. Convention and Rally – Bob Atchley
e. Credentials – Debbie Proffitt
f. Finance – Debbie Proffitt
g. Membership – Rochelle Billet-Smith
h. Public Relations – Louisa Carson
i. Resolutions – Mark Rice
j. Safety – Andrew Trapani
k. Uniform – Gustie Compton
l. Ways and Means – Kathleen McClary

17.   Unfinished Business-
a. Status of Chapter 711 Kern River Valley (Area 3 Vice Director)

Michelle stated that Bob Atchley spoke to the Post Commander and to the Chapter Director. The Commander stated that the Post was closing. The Director stated that the chapter will close along with the Post. Michelle stated that they would work with the chapter to transfer any members that wished to do so. Bob Atchley stated that none of the current members would be transferring. 
Motion to revoke the charter of Chapter 711 by Michelle Wattenbarger. 2nd by Milan Mogan. Passed by vote of DEC.

b. Status of Chapter 591 Seaside (Area 2 Vice Director)

Pete Stated that the chapter voted on Tuesday to turn in their charter. Pete has the 
charter with him. Motion to revoke the charter of Chapter 591 by Pete Torrecillas. 2nd by Martin Glenn. Passed by vote of DEC.

c. Status of Chapter 84 Auburn (Area 1 Vice Director)

Martin spoke to Fred Corcoran and David George. They stated that they are aging out 
and having health issues. They will stay together until the end of the year then turn in 
their charter. Will be checking on members wanting to transfer.

d. Status of Chapter 28 Petaluma (Area 1 Vice Director)

Martin stated that Chapter 28 admits they are holding on by a thread but want to keep 
going as long as they can.

Mick stated that we should be doing membership for these chapters. We need to find 
the fun in riding again.
Ralph stated that they riders are graying out and not attracting new people. 
Michelle stated that members of Chapter 221 transferred to 476 to help them out. Now
                       their chapter is growing. Maybe members of larger chapters can transfer to help out 
 those chapters needing help build the chapter up and get stronger.
Cris stated that we are a fun bunch of people. That her daughter chose to spend the weekend with the riders vs go to parties.
e. Fort Bragg charter-

The charter for the Fort Bragg charter has been successfully retrieved. The Fort Bragg chapter folded several years ago.

18.   New Business-
a. Convention Committees

Ralph-The bylaws state that the Director appoints the convention committees of which 2 are the Finance Committee and the Constitution and Bylaws Committee. Ralph stated that he is appointing the current members of each committee to be on the convention committees.
Martin moved to ratify the convention committees per the bylaws. 2nd by Edmund Arguello. Passed by vote of DEC.

Ralph asked the DEC if there are other committees that need to be convention committees like the Credentials committee. Tom stated that committees serve until the end of convention making all of them convention committees.

b. Mick moved to make the 6 Area vice Directors greeters at the doors of convention with
smiles on their faces to greet all members. 2nd by Michelle. Passed by vote of DEC.

19.   Sick / Memorial-

Ill/injured: 
Chapter 31-Rick Phinney is on oxygen and not riding much.

Upcoming surgeries:
Chapter 18-Mike Phillips-surgeries soon.
Chapter 521-Mark Rice-several surgeries soon.

Rider Everlasting:

20.   Good of the Riders- 

Janice Somers-Candidate for Department commander-have a good convention.

Benjamin Headon-National Vice Commander-Greetings from the National Commander Dan
Wiley. We ride for reason, passion and service. It’s an honor to witness your convention.

David Brambila-Department Commander-I’m excited to be here. After last year’s convention
I realized what a polite and friendly program you have. We need drive and compassion. You 
are the face of the organization and we value you. We need to keep out heads up. We are 
one of the largest Departments. Let’s show the others how to do it. We need recruitment.

Amado Salinas-Commander’s Aide-Past Judge Advocate for Department. Chair of the 
National Security Commission. Looking at the Jr. ROTC programs to adopt.

Mike Smith-Candidate for Department Sergeant At Arms-Will address members tomorrow.

Debbie asked that the DEC get their hotel receipts in by Sunday evening so they can get 
reimbursed in a timely manner.

Mick-I have an abdominal aortic aneurism. I will be doing lifestyle changes. I will now be in the audience. No more white beret. Pray.

Ralph-one of the officers not returning this year is Area 1 Vice Director Martin Glenn. Will be concentrating on the Post. Also not returning is Ways and Means Chairman Kathleen McClary. She and her late husband Dennis were responsible for starting the Legacy run quilt.

Uniform for tomorrow is a navy blue shirt. 

Please support the California Legacy Run by donating or registering.

Uniform for Sunday is a navy blue shirt or the convention shirt.

21.   Next Meeting Date – April 19, 2026 @ Tru by Hilton, Norco 30 minutes after close of 
  convention

22.   Benediction – Chaplain Robert Lassotovich

23.   Adjournment – Director Ralph Wenzinger @ 9:00pm
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