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For God and Country
DEC MINUTES
October 24, 2024

1. Call to Order – Director Mike Smith @ 1900 hours

2. Invocation – Chaplain Cristina Molina

3. Pause for POW/MIA – Director Mike Smith

4. Pledge of Allegiance – SAA Jeff Carson

5. ALR Preamble – Director Mike Smith

6. Roll Call - Secretary Debbie Proffitt
[bookmark: _Hlk177646988]Director- Mike Smith
Vice Director – Ralph Wenzinger 
Sergeant-At-Arms – Jeff Carson
Area 1 Vice-D – Martin Glenn
Area 2 Vice-D – Pete Torrecillas
Area 3 Vice-D/ Quartermaster – Mike Phillips	
Area 4 Vice-D – Brian Toal excused
Area 5 Vice-D – Robert Partlow
Area 6 Vice-D – Stephanie Huff
Jr Past – Rey Ruiz (In Memoriam)
Treasurer – Stan Tehee 
Secretary - Debbie Proffitt
Chaplain – Cristina Molina 
Historian – Louisa Carson
Judge Advocate – Donny Brannon
[bookmark: _Hlk69674803]Membership/ Legacy Run - Rochelle Billet-Smith 
Parliamentarian- Mick Sobczak
Safety Officer – Andrew Trapani
Service Officer - George Smith
Awards and Recognition – Missy Griffiths
Convention & Rally – Bob Atchley 
PP/DC – Dennis Kee absent
Ways and Means - Kathleen McClary  excused
Webmaster/Public Relations – Tom Lively



Guests: (TALDOC, TAL ALR Commissioners, ALR, etc)
		Ch 460 Wayne Madsen, Ch 64 Jacque James, Ch 82 Ed Caler, Ch 328 David Saenz, 
 A5 Alt Jeff Beck, A4 Alt Milan Morgan, Angelique Torres.
		Past President Mick Sobczak- keep doing your job and enjoy your last 5 meetings.

7. Additions to the Agenda –

2026 Convention-
2025 Rally-

8. Approval of Minutes – September 20, 2024 ALRDOC DEC Minutes

Accepted as electronically transmitted.

9. Financial Report – Stan Tehee

 General Accounting as of 10/15/24

Beginning Bank Balance $ 50,424.96
Bank Deposits $ 246
Interest on bank account $ 0.37
Bank Withdraws $ 10,985.50
Ending Bank Balance $ 39,685.83
PayPal Balance $ 1,447.50
Ending Total Balance $ 41,133.33
Finance Officer Notes:
Largest withdrawals were for the West Coast Rally.
Also, I accidentally paid four of our invoices though my personal account due to a change in how the vendor bills, this has been righted for future payments, but I would like to be reimbursed. Invoice number 21393 for $267.94, invoice number 21595 for $485.44, invoice number 21625 for $1457.63, and invoice number 21840 for $1656.00, for a total of $3,867.01. 

Voucher for reimbursement will be put through.

Motion to accept the Finance report as given pending audit by Ralph Wenzinger. 2nd by Mike Phillips. Passed by vote of DEC.

10.   Director’s Report – Mike Smith

[bookmark: _Hlk132789679]September 20-22 – attended 2024 West Coast Rally hosted by Porterville, Chapter 20.
September 23 – Legacy Run Committee Zoom meeting
October 7 - Legacy Run Committee Zoom meeting
October 14 – Convention and Rally Committee Zoom meeting
October 19 – Area 5 Meeting hosted by Hemet, Chapter 53
October 21 – Legacy Run Committee Zoom meeting
October 22 – Site check in Norco, CA for 2026 Convention

            Comments

At the Area 5 meeting, our Area 5 Vice Director brought up getting out and supporting each other. As the meeting progressed, I had a thought, I would argue we are not just ‘supporting each other, but we are engaging in something very unique to the ‘Riders’. We are getting out and seeing our brothers and sisters. Visiting old friends, making new friends and strengthening our bonds. That is what makes those of us who are ‘Riders’ different than most of the Legion Family. To our Vice Directors, your Area’s elected you to the office, if you are not out there visiting with your chapters, you need to. We like to say Riders lead the way. Let’s lead the way in the Legion Family and set the tone with all leadership.

Last month I brought up communication amongst us. Have you been communicating, and most                 importantly, visiting with your chapters? Are you including the other Area Vice Directors in your emails to your chapters? Getting out and checking on your chapters is worth a lot more than a phone call or email.

Lastly, I want to thank our Vice Director for being a good sport and wearing the birthday hat for  the entire time of the West Coast Rally.

            Stay safe on the road!

11.   Vice Director’s Report – Ralph Wenzinger 

   October 5         Kern County Officer Down Ride – Bakersfield
 October 7	      California Legacy Run committee meeting
 October 9	      ALR Chapter 26 meeting
 October 10        Kern County Veterans Stand Down
 October 12	      Sikh Riders of America Benefit Ride – Bakersfield
 October 15	      Convention and Rally committee meeting
 October 19        ALR Area 3 meeting Clovis Chapter/Post 147
 October 21        California Legacy Run committee meeting
	October 22	      Future convention site inspection, Norco	


	Events within my Area in the coming weeks & month: 

	October 26	     TAL Area 3 meeting Bakersfield Post 26
	November 11     Veterans Day Parade Bakersfield Post 26
           
 Events planned for the months to come:																					               November 2        ALR Area 1 meeting Oroville Chapter 95	

 Spoke with Commander Nick Rosa. He says Hi to all. Requests to be put on the email for the meetings.	

12.   Sgt. At Arms’ Report – Jeff Carson

Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. On Oct 5th we provided an escort to a veteran family who lost their 2-year-old daughter to cancer. Also, on the 5th we attended the National Night out hosted by Visalia PD at the Riverway Sports Park. On Oct 12th I attended the 999 Foundations Fallen Officer Ride in Bakersfield. On Oct 19th we spent time with chapters 20,26,221 at the Sikh Riders 12th annual Run to lake Ming. On October 19 we held a flag line for Army Vet Mike Brown before heading to the Area 3 Directors Meeting in Clovis at Cecil Cox Post 147. 

  The chapter has been stepping up with riding. I have been traveling by truck.

13.   Secretary’s Report – Debbie Proffitt

On-line roster updates-Due no later than January 1, 2025 showing a December 2024 or    January 2025 update.
Per Capita- due no later than January 31, 2025 to the Treasurer. If you sending a check   please let me know.

14.   Area Reports – 
a.  Area 1 Vice D – Martin Glenn

This is my first report as Area 1 Vice Director. Obviously, it is late, and I apologize. I will strive to not make this a pattern.

We, in Area 1are gearing up for our first Area meeting of the year. It will be on Saturday,
November 2, 2024, starting at 1000 hours at Post 95. The Post is located at 2374 Montgomery St. in Oroville, CA 95965. I sent email invitations to all chapters in Area 1 and have had a meager response. Recently, I added phone # contacts to the Area 1 POC contact list that was sent out by ALRDOC Secretary, Debbie Proffitt. The next step will be to phone each POC contact and encourage them and any other interested chapter member to commit their attendance.

Area 1 also has a membership issue at one of our chapters. I have made attempts to contact the member who has lodged a complaint, and I have spoken with the director of the chapter. I also spoke with the ALRDOC Director who affirmed that I am doing my due diligence and followed up with the ALRDOC Judge Advocate. I had another conversation with the chapter director where I learned a new detail that may affect the JA’s interpretation of the situation. This means I need to call the JA one more time.

In Redding there will be a Pearl Harbor Day event. A soldier from the West Virginia has been identified and will be brought home to the cemetery in Igo. His 91 year old sister will be there.
  
Martin Glenn

 I now have my email setup thanks to Debbie.  I also now have my assigned chapters in our area.  I have been working with Martin to contact our chapters to try and get people to attend our Area 1 meeting November 2nd at Post 95 in Oroville.

Bob Taylor
Area 1 Alt Vice D






b.  Area 2 Vice D – Pete Torrecillas

 Participated in 3 Honor mission:

Miles Ridden = 323
Volunteer hours = 14

What we have been doing
Did a Birthday ride by for a 103-year-old WWII Veteran.

Upcoming events
October 26, Area 2 Vice Directors Meeting at Post 593 in Prunedale.
November 2nd, ALR D28 1st annual Fill the Bank Car &amp; Motorcycle Show. 
Fundraiser for Food Bank of Monterey County.
November 9 th Chapter 69 Annual Veterans Day Poker Run.
November 11, District 28 will be holding a ceremony at the Monterey County 
Vietnam Veterans Cemetery
November 11, Salinas/Monterey County Veterans Day Parade

District 9 will be closing sometime next year and has been invited to join Chapter 202
Brentwood.

D9

Since our last meeting we have participated in the following: 
Post 202 Casino night 19 Oct 2024

Events within my Area in the coming weeks & month: 
Veterans Day parade 10 Nov 2024 sponsored by City of Brentwood Ca, and Veteran 
day festivities at Veterans Park Brentwood Ca 11 November 2024 

Events planned for the months to come: 
Veterans Day parade 10 Nov 204 sponsored by City of Brentwood Ca, and Veteran day festivities at Veterans Park Brentwood Ca 11 November 2024.

D10

What Charities/events did your Chapter/District support?
Tattered Flags work crew packing cremation boxes. Prepare for Escort Veteran Day.
San Leandro Community Veterans 4th Sunday breakfast
Memorial Ride funeral Escort Gerard Corona Airforce Veteran. PGR/ALR Joint mission 
Fleet Week Ride after mission.

Planning for our annual Veterans Day parade in Pleasanton and San Leandro Senior 
Center ceremony.

D28

                       Since our last meeting we have participated in the following: 
Issue Food Bank meals for Chualar Community.
Hosted the 25th Annual ALR D28 POW/MIA Recognition Ceremony & Poker Run.
3 Honor Missions: Manuel Romero USA, Gerald Tansey USA, & William Grady Harris 
USN. Volunteering at Grid Life at Laguna Seca Raceway.

                       Events within my Chapter in the coming weeks & month:
Issue Food Bank meals for Chualar Community, 2nd Thursday Every Month. 
[bookmark: _Hlk149548550]November 2nd, ALR D28 1st annual Fill the Bank Car & Motorcycle Show fundraiser for
Food Bank of Monterey County.
November 11th - ALR D28 Annual Veterans Day Ceremony.

Ch 64

Since our last meeting I have participated in the following: Did two group rides to introduce possible new members.
Events planned for the months to come:  Group rides (at least one a month – hopefully 2 or more), Working Veterans Day Heath Fair Event at Santa Cruz Vets Hall.
Ch 69
Supported the ALR West Coast Rally.
Ch 82
What Charities/events did your Chapter/District support?

Operation Care Comfort, 2 Funeral Escort from SFO
Funeral from San Mateo to San Bruno, Donation to Honor Flight.
Supported Honor Flight to Washington DC for Veterans to see Memorials.

Ch 105

Since our last meeting we have participated in the following:

District 28 Poker Run & POW MIA Ceremony West Coast Rally Escort Col. Dominique Neal SFO to Skylawn Post 105 Cleanup   975 DOC Miles, 131 DOC Hours, 8 Honor Details 2029 Group Miles	.					

Events within my Area in the coming weeks & month:

NFL Alumni Car Show. Multiple Honor Details

Events planned for the months to come:

                       NFL Alumni Car Show, Post 105 Veterans Day Ceremony and Car Show, Marine    	
Amphibious Tractor Celebration

c.  Area 3 Vice D – Mike Phillips

During this month I participated in Blue Star Moms poker run in Tehachapi, the Sikh Riders poker run in Bakersfield, a flag line for a fallen Veteran, a funeral escort for the child of a Army Veteran and held our Area 3 Directors meeting in Clovis our next Directors meeting will be March 8th at Chapter 108 Sutter Creek. Once again, I will be going under the knife November 15th to have carpal tunnel surgery on my right wrist, once it is healed up, I will have my left wrist fixed.
Please keep ALR Chapter 684 Tim lynch has gone to Rider Everlastings.
Below is a list of events Area 3 Chapters have participated in during the last month:
Chapter – 3	Area 3 Directors meeting
Chapter – 18	Area 3 Directors meeting, Flag Line, Funeral Escort, Blue Star Moms poker run, 999 Foundation poker run, Sikh Riders poker run, National Night Out.
Chapter – 20	Area 3 Directors meeting, Sikh Riders poker run, Blue Star Moms poker run.
Chapter – 26	Area 3 Directors meeting, Sikh Riders poker run, 999 Foundation poker run, Escort of new recruits. 
Chapter – 88	Funeral Escort, Memorial Run
Chapter – 108 Area 3 Directors meeting
Chapter – 147 Hosted the Area 3 Directors meeting, Blue Star Moms poker run, poker run recon.
Chapter – 221 Area 3 Directors meeting, Blue Star Moms poker run, Funeral Escort
Chapter – 476 Area 3 Directors meeting, Blue Star Moms poker run
Chapter – 684 Blue Star Moms poker run
Chapter – 711 Blue Star Moms poker run

d.  Area 4 Vice D – Brian Toal 

Nothing to report this month.

Milan-Ch 61 attended a surface navy event.
Ch 61 hosting the Battleship Boogie on the USS Iowa on November 16th from noon to 
5pm. Use discount code ALR for tickets of $50.

e.  Area 5 Vice D – Robert Partlow

 9/20-22 West Coast Rally – Had a great time. Great food, ride and a history lesson
10/6 TAL District 22 meeting
10/19 Area 5 Directors meeting. 13 of 31 chapters showed.
10/22 Post 460 meeting
10/23 CH 460 meeting

Upcoming Area 5 Director Meeting January 25 Hosted by Chapter 460

Upcoming Area 5 Events
10/26 - CH 555 Oktoberfest (see you there)
10/26 - CH 53 Halloween Poker Run 8AM start (see you there)
10/27 - CH 132 Breakfast 8-11AM
11/1 - CH574 Bike Night 6-9PM
11/2 - CH 497 Hoedown starts @ 12PM
11/3 - CH 584 Breakfast 10AM-1PM
11/8 - CH 299 Steak Dinner 5:30-8PM
11/8 - CH 79 Dinner 6-8PM
11/8 - CH 132 Dinner 6-7:30PM

Saturday 11/16 We will be heading out to the Barstow Veterans Home and spend some time with our fellow veterans. We are also be bringing out some things that the vets need.

Requested that other areas look into doing an area calendar like Area 5.

f.  Area 6 Vice D – Stephanie Huff

Chapter 755 will be having a karaoke contest this Friday at the post. 

Chapter 30 Pomona has gained new members and are working to support the Barstow Veterans by collecting donations. They also had me be their installing officer at their 
meeting in September.  

Chapters are working hard to support their post for the upcoming Veterans Day holiday. 

Unfortunately, the area will be losing Chapter 30 Pomona to area 5 as Post 30 was 
recently accepted into District 25 which is a district in area 5. We have been working 
together for the future transition. 

The chapters have been quiet this month.

15.   Officer Reports-
a. Jr. Past President – Rey Ruiz (In Memoriam)
b. Chaplain – Cristina Molina

Chapter 684 lost Rider Tim Lynch. 
Please keep his friends and family in your prayers. 

Went to the post 30 reopening. Lots of riders present from areas 5 and 6.

If you need to talk or need prayers, please reach out to me.

c. Historian – Louisa Carson

 Since our last DEC meeting I have attended several events. I attended the coffee with a Vet Wednesday’s morning at the Memorial Building. On Oct 5th we provided an escort to a veteran family who lost their 2-year-old daughter to cancer. Also, on the 5th we attended the National Night out hosted by Visalia PD at the Riverway Sports Park. On Oct 12th I attended the 999 Foundations Fallen Officer Ride in Bakersfield. On Oct 19th we spent time with chapters 20,26,221 at the Sikh Riders 12th annual Run to lake Ming. On October 19 we held a flag line for Army Vet Mike Brown before heading to the Area 3 Directors Meeting in Clovis at Cecil Cox Post 147. 

Bought tickets for the Iowa.

Communication is a key. Go out and ride and visit chapters.



 
d. Judge Advocate – Donny Brannon

Nothing to report.

Riders can be a member of any chapter. They don’t have to join the chapter at their post.

e. Membership Officer – Rochelle Billet-Smith

September 19th-WestCoast Rally
September 25th-Boys and Girls State Dinner
September 27th-Friday Night Dinner-Selling Dinner tickets
October 5th-Officer 999 Ride
October 7th-California Legacy Run Meeting
October 9th-ALR Chapter 26 E-Board & Chapter meeting
October 12th- 12th Annual Sikh Ride
October 17th-Unit 26 Auxiliary & Post 26 meetings
October 19th-Area 3 Directors meeting
October 21st-California Legacy Run Meeting

95 chapters. 1894 members.

From Chapter 26, thanks to all who joined the Sikh Riders run.

f. Parliamentarian – Mick Sobczak

Progress.

g. Quartermaster – Mike Phillips

Currently we have 2 orders Invoiced, 3 orders in Process, 1 order Payment Received pending processing and 12 orders were completed during this month. Please pay for all orders submitted in a timely manner and your orders will get out to you as quickly as possible.  
I understand many Chapters aren’t receiving their invoices when they place an order. If you do not receive your invoice with 4 days of placing your order, first check your spam as I have found that some of my invoices go there and if it still is not there email me at alrdocquartermast@gmail.com and I will email you a copy of your invoice. PLEASE DO NOT PAY FOR YOUR ORDER IN THE DONATION AREA OF THE WEBSITE UNLESS INSTRUCTED TO BY MYSELF OR DEBBIE AS WE HAVE NO WAY OF KNOWING YOU DID THIS. The quartermaster website when working properly tracks all payment made and make automatic changes indicating your payment on the tracking log.
If you have any questions regarding your orders feel free to give an email or a call. Leave a message and I will return your call as I don’t generally answer numbers I don’t know. 559-759-7705. 

h. Safety Officer – Andrew Trapani

  No incidents were reported to the Safety Officer.

  Keep Hydrated.

i. Service Officer – George Smith

  Why become a member of the VA Healthcare?

‘I have my own insurance, why should I sign up with the VA? Here’s why.
You may not need VA Healthcare but what about later? Signing up now eliminates the hassle of signing up later when you may need their services.
Services provided to veterans change constantly, things that may not be covered today may be tomorrow.
Long Term Care is one example, the Elizabth Dole Home Long Term Act (S. 141) is a case in point. If signed by the President:
· It Expands access to a non-VA provider that would furnish all-inclusive care to elderly veterans living in the community.
· Updates electronic capabilities to assist veterans and caregivers using long-term health care and support services.
· Starts a pilot program that would address homemaker and health-aide services to veterans.
· Give reports and conduct studies on programs that provide medical and health services to elderly veterans in their homes and communities.
· Increase the limit on amounts VA would pay for long-term care provided outside of the department facilities.
Dependency Indemnity Compensation (DIC), Veterans Assistance Program, Spousal Assistance Program, should something happen to you, does your wife qualify? The current payment for DIC for a qualifying spouse is $1612.75 a month, TAX FREE for the rest of their life.
Buriel Benefits: What do you qualify for?
These are just a few of the benefits you need to have answers to prior to needing them, so please sign up for VA Healthcare today. You may not need it now but someday you or your spouse might!

j. Webmaster/Public Relations – Tom Lively

Webmaster
Fixed access for several individuals and actively responding to emails.
Maintaining Calendar and News.
Web Designer is back in the hospital and has voided the check for the time being.  After speaking with the Director, we will wait to see if he can continue.

Public Relations Committee Chair
Monitoring Area and Department Facebook pages.
Waiting on volunteer to develop Department Instagram page.
Still need to convene a committee meeting to discuss Public Relations opportunities.  Busy, busy.

16.   Committee Reports – 
a. [bookmark: _Hlk174718240][bookmark: _Hlk177647284]Awards and Recognition – Missy Griffiths

Nothing to report this month.

It was my first year at Rally. Saw a lot of teamwork.

b. California Legacy Run – Rochelle Billet-Smith

Working on getting contracts with the hotels.

c. Convention and Rally – Bob Atchley

2025 convention-Hollister

Doing well. Will be able to use convention coins to get discounts at local 
eateries on a list.

2024 Rally-Porterville

Good attendance.

2026 Convention

The committee recommends approval for Chapter 328 to host.

2025 Rally

Both chapters 299 and 460 are bidding to host.

d. PP/DC – Dennis Kee
e. Ways and Means – Kathleen McClary

Nothing to report this month.

17.   Unfinished Business-
a. [bookmark: _Hlk177647579]Update of suspension of Area 1, Chapter 96 Fort Bragg.

Asked to try to get communication with anyone from the chapter.

b. Update from Finance Officer feasibility of taking money from reserve to invest into 6-month CD to dram more interest.

Stan has not looked into this yet.

18.   New Business-
a. Remove Justin Garcia as Area 4 Alternate Vice Director (Milan Morgan added during September DEC)

Asked Milan to get an email from Justin to confirm.

b. Approve Chapter 328 to host the 2026 convention in Norco.

Motion to approve chapter 328 Norco being awarded the 2026 ALR convention by Robert Partlow. 2nd by Stephanie huff. Passed by vote of DEC.



c. 2025 West Coast Rally-

Both chapters 299 Chino and 460 San Diego presented information for hosting the 2025 West Coast Rally. Both chapters had approval from their chapters and verbal approval from their posts. Both had chosen the 3rd weekend in September 2025 as their date. Both had already looked into possible rides, activities for the weekend and could line up hotels.

A voice vote of each DEC member was taken and the results were…
Chapter 299 5 votes.
Chapter 460 2 votes.

Congratulations to Chapter 299.

19.   Sick / Memorial-

Ill/injured: 
	Ch 221-Jim Pops Davis-recovering from surgery.
	District 9-Leticia Torres will have surgery in November.
	Ch 20-Julian Palomino had a blowout and totaled his bike. He is recovering.
	Ch 18-Mike Phillips-Will be having carpel tunnel surgery on November 15th.
	Ch 18-Joe Gonzalez has health issues and his wife has brain cancer.
	Ch 18-Jeff Carson will be having a brain MRI.
Ch 684-Mike Cash is still recovering.
Ch 95-Linda Hickland will have open heart surgery.
Ch 95-Martin will have knee surgery.
Ch 108-Ken Sutton having health issues.

Rider Everlasting: 
	Ch 684-Tim Lynch

20.   Good of the Riders-

  Debbie-Nov 3-Fall back.
  Pete-convention registration is open on Eventcreate.
  Andrew-You MUST WAIT until after a ride or event happens to log miles, hours, etc.
  Ralph-Area 3 Tal DEC will be Saturday at Post 26 at 10am. No Yankees attire allowed.
  Mike-Having issues after adding an air kit to my 21 HD.
  Tom-Buy an Indian.

21.   Next Meeting Date – November 21, 2024 @ 1900 hours via Zoom.

22.   Benediction – Chaplain Cristina Molina

23.   Adjournment – Director Mike Smith @ 8:31pm
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