The American Legion Riders 
Department of California 
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For God and Country 
 
DEC Minutes 
November 21, 2019 
 
1. Called to Order - President Rey Ruiz @ 7pm 
 
2. Invocation – Mick Sobczak 
 
3. Pause for MIA - President Rey Ruiz 
 
4. Pledge of Allegiance - Sgt. At Arms Mike Smith 
 
5. ALR Preamble - President Rey Ruiz 
 
6. Roll Call - Secretary Debbie Proffitt 
 
President-Rey Ruiz;                          		                      	Vice President-Fred Branson;                                                    	Sergeant-At-Arms-Mike Smith;               		          	Treasurer-Leonard Phillips; AB                                               	Secretary-Debbie Proffitt;                         		          	Chaplain-Monique Clemons; EX 
Judge Advocate/Area 3 Alt VP-Ralph Wenzinger; EX     	Jr Past- Mick Sobczak;                                          Safety Officer-Rob Carrier;                                                	Service Officer-George Smith;                  Webmaster/Public Relations-Jim Oxley;                          	Quartermaster-Mike Clement;                 Membership/Legacy Run/Awards & Certificates-Rochelle Billet-Smith;                        
Convention & Rally-Ken Sutton;                                       	Ways & Means- Vacant;                                                                           Area 1 VP-Bob Perryman;                                                   	Area 1 Alt VP-Rory Airheart;                     	   Area 1 Alt VP-Bob Gault;                                            	Area Alt VP-Larry Goekler;  
Area 2 VP- Sean Ramsay; EX                                           	Area 2 Alt VP- Hy Libby;   
Area 2 Alt VP-Ignacio Alvarez;                                   	Area 3 VP-Paul LaPierre; EX                                  Area 3 Alt VP-Matt Dolezal;                                       	Area 3 Alt VP-JD Bennett;                   	              Area 4 VP-Joel Lopez;                                    	   	Area 5 VP-Gene Hobdy;                                  Area 5 Alt VP-Ron Huff; EX                                       	Area 5 Alt VP-Larry Brandt;                                       Area 5 Alt VP-Mike Killion;                                        	Area 5 Alt VP- John Smartt;			              Area 6 VP-Lino Torres;                                                	Area 6 Alt VP-Cristina Molina; EX                                 Area 6 Alt VP- Dave Corbin;                          	   	Area 6 Alt VP-Nancy Weatherman; EX                    Commissioner/Chairperson-Paul Patricio;      
 
Guests: 
 
Warren Halstead in for Sean Ramsay; James Adames 
 
 
7. Additions to the Agenda – 
 
None 
 
8. Approval of Minutes – October 24, 2019 Minutes  
 
Motion to accept the minutes as electronically transmitted pending corrections by Mick Sobczak. 2nd by Mike Smith. Passed by vote of DEC. 
 
9. Financial Report – Leonard Phillips  
 
10.   Presidents Report – Rey Ruiz  
 
· Participated on the California Legacy planning call for October & November. IF you or others want to be part of the planning and take an active role for the 2020 California Legacy Run, please email Rochelle Billet-Smith at harleysoftlady@aol.com to be added to the call. YOUR participation ensures our success. 
· 10/26/19 attended 848 Breakfast. 
· 10/30/19 attended funeral for a member of Post 289  
· 11/3/19 attended Chapter 133 Quartermain 
· 11/7/19 Area 6 AV Wall Escort & Set-up 
· 11/9/19 attended Marine Corps Ball in Azusa 
· 11/11/19 attended two separate Veteran’s Day events  
· 11/16/19 attended Barstow Veterans Home Ride/Visit 
 
11.   Vice President Report – Fred Branson 
 
*Chapter 96 will participate in the Willits Toys Run 
*Getting involvement from the local Lions Club. 
*If there is a toy run in your area, show up.  
 
12.   Sgt. At Arms Report – Mike Smith 
 
*Mike is a new grandpa. 
*Went to Georgia to see grandchils. Attended a Riders meeting there. Their meetings are like ours. Their concerns are the same as ours. 
*Itinerary for the National Commander’s Escort is complete. Will be emailed out on Saturday. Will be able to follow along in real time by using the Wolfpack app. San Diego to Orange County will be a rolling handoff. All other exchanges will be stops. 
*Rey-Have the chapters needed to do the escort been notified. According to Mike, not yet. 
 
13.   Secretary Report – Debbie Proffitt 
 
*Rey sent an email blast out to all POCs to have their online rosters updated by December 1. 
*Will be sending a per capita bill out to all chapter officers by December 7. Per capita is due to the Treasurer by December 31, 2019 by check or PayPal. 
*The first week in January a deadline timeline will be available to send to all members. It will have the deadlines for Bylaws, End of Year Reports, Delegate fees, Delegate report and Certification of Officers. Chapters will need to be clear on Per Capita, Bylaws, End of Year Report, Delegate fees and Delegate report to be able to seat delegates at convemtion. If a chapter is not sending delegates, they need to print out the blank report from their roster, write no delegates across it, sign, scan and email to me just asifI they were sending delegates. 
*On Monday,I went to the Los Alamitos city council meeting to talk about the Chapter 716 Toys for Tots breakfast coming up on December 1. The mayor donated $100 and said he would be there. The Police Chief and Fire Captain were there and were told that any first responder on duty that mornig would eat free. If your chapter is having a big event, a city council meeting could get the word out as most meetings are broadcast to the community. 
*Added after meeting-If you are a DEC member and won’t be able to make the call, let me know and send in your report. 
 
14.   Area Reports –  
 
a. Area 1 VP – Bob Perryman  
 
*Went to chapter meetings at 119 and 620. Talked about upcoming bylaw changes and protocol for having a meeting. 
*Contacted chapters 111 and 28 about the fires in their areas. All were taken care of. Steve Bowne had to evacuate but is ok. 
*Participated in the downtown Sacramento Veteran’s Day Parade. Was on channel 3 news. Had a veteran’s dinner and served over 75 veterans and their families. 
*Chapter 119 will be in a Christmas parade on December 8 at 11am. 
*Chapter 521 will be in a Christmas parade on December 14 at 6pm. 
*Working on the February Suicide Awareness Run. 
*Saw the email about each chapter donating $122. 
*Working on the Memorial Day parade. County Supervisor Sue Frost is funding it. CHP public relations person wants the CHP to be involved in it and in all other activities. 
*Cindy Gano has set up a Facebook page. ALR Area 1 American Legion Riders. Send a friend request. 
*Chapters in Area 1 getting active. 
*Do we have the bylaw template done? 
*Rey-Not yet. Waiting for confirmation from the Legion Judge Advocate. 
*District 2folded. Turned over $422 to their post. Working on finding the charter. 
 
b. Area 2 VP – Sean Ramsey/Warren Halstead 
 
*Participating in various rides and activities. 
*Area President’s meeting will be December 1 at the Brentwood post at 9am. 
*Will have multiple evnts for the Suicide Awareness run. 
 
c. Area 3 VP – Paul La Pierre 
 
d. Area 4 VP – Joel Lopez 
 
*Had a 3rd annual get together at Atlantic Park. Had a good crowd. 
*Will have a breakfast on December 15 from 8am-noon. 
*Will be filling 700 stocking for the Brooklyn Elementary School across the street. 
 
 
 
 
e. Area 5 VP – Gene Hobdy 
 
*On November 16 Area 5 had a ride and visit to the Barstow Veterans Home. More participation this year because nothing else was scheduled. They appreciate our visits. Beginning to recognize veterans from previous years. 
*Chapter 742 is regrouping. The President left and now have a new President. Met with the Vice Preident and went through the paperwork. 
*Went to the District 25 and Legion Area 5 meetings. Gets information and gets it out to the chapters. 
*There is a strong push to get 4 Legion Baseball teams in District 21. Will be helping them with that. 
*There will be 2 rides for the Suicide Awareness Run. One north and one south. Will get the flyer done. 
*Put the information out to the chapters for the challenge for each chapter to donate $122 for suicide awareness. 
 
d. Area 6 VP – Lino Torres 
 
*Chapter 176 has updated thir roster and sent in a Certification of Officers. They have 9 riders. Need to be taken off suspension. They will be sending a rider or 2 to convention. 
*Next President’s meeting will be in March or April in Lompoc. 
*Will start workig on the Cambria chapter to start back up. 
*Chapter 211 will have a Toys for Tots ride on December 8 at 10am in memory of Big George. 
*Cjhapter 348 will have a great Bowls of fire Chili cookoff December 1. 
*Chapter 311 will be participating in Wreaths Across America on December 11 at 9am. 
*Will start working with Areas 4 and 5 to participate in events across our area borders. 
*Attended Monday Night Football at the veterans home. 
*Attended the post 176 meeting. 
*We escorted the AV Wall. Had 80 bikes and 10 cages. Thanks to all for coming. Next year will be going to San Ysidro. 
 
15.   Committee Reports –  
 
a. Quartermaster – Mike (Patch) Clement 
 
*$4,000 in outstanding orders. Area 1-2 orders; Area 2-1 order; Area 3-2 orders; Area 4-1 order; Area 5-10 orders; Area 6-1 order. Emailed all the chapters with outstanding orders to send a check or pay through PayPal. No response from most. Orders go back to April.  
 
b. Public Relations/Website – Jim Oxley  
 
*No report 
 
c. Convention and Rally – Ken Sutton  
 
*Have been out of the country. 
*No involvement yet with Chapter 43. Will have more next month, 
James-Was on the call for the convention committee. Trying to meet all deadlines. They will be requesting the start up money tonight. 
d. Judge Advocate Report – Ralph Wenzinger 
 
*Sent report. Waiting on the Legion Judge Advocate to OK the revised ALR bylaws. Then will start on the template. 
 
e. Service Officer – George Smith 
 
*Hoping all members are getting the emails. 
*We need to make sure the burn pit information is getting out to all the younger vets to get registered. They need to be taken care of. 
  
f. Safety Committee – Rob Carrier 
 
*Had a safety trainng class on November 16. Ten riders. It went very well. 2 Alternate VPs from Area 5 came the dy before to ride the course. Had a great BBQ. 
 
g. Membership Officer – Rochelle Billet-Smith 
 
*Areas 1, 2, 3, 5 & 6 have rosters with members missing their 9 digit membership numbers. Need to be updated.  
 
h. Historian – Mick Sobczak  
 
*Went on the Barstow Veterans Home ride. Took lots of pictures. Am now watermarking all pictures with the ALR logo. 
*December 1 wil be at the Area 2 President’s meeting. 
Invite me to your events. I like to ride. 
Rey-You’re doing a fabulous job. 
 
i. California Legacy Run – Rochelle Billet-Smith 
 
*Routing for days 1 and 2 are complete. Day 3 is pending. 
*Website should be up hopefully next month. 
 
j. Jr. Past President – Mick Sobczak 
 
*Represented the President at the Escondido parade and Vet Fest. 450 veterans served. Signed up new legion members. 18 Legion; 6 Auxiliary and 5 Sons. 
 
k. ALR Commissioner – Paul Patricio 
 
*All is good. 
*Check the bylaws, Article 10. Per Capita is due January 31. 
 
16.   Old Business  
 
a. Past President’s Club ADHOC Committee Chair? 
 
*Rey-Forgot about it. Will work on it. 
 
b. Outreach work with big 6 VFW, Combat Vets, Am Vets, Vietnam Vets, ALR form ADHOC Committee Fred Branson 
 
*No update. Will have a conversation with Randy Brenaman after Thanksgiving.  
 
c. Veteran Suicide Awareness California Run TBI Mick Sobczak 
 
*Sent the flyer to all VPs. Some had a hard time opening the file. Send the information to Mick and he will make the flyers. 
· $122.00 per Chapter Challenge – Bob Perryman 
· Area 1 will have a run that is 126 miles long. 
 
d. Update on Chapters suspensions 
 
*Update on Area 6 Chapter 176 San Fernando – Lino 
 
*Paper work is in. Motion to lift the suspension for Chapter 176, San Fernando, and reinstate them by Lino Torres. 2nd by Mick Sobczak. Passed by vote of DEC. 
 
Update Area 6 Chapter 432 Cambria – Lino 
 
*Giving them more time.  
 
e. 2nd Reading of Updated areas from Uniform Manual (Mike Smith) 
 
*2nd reading of Section 3, parts C & D. “The only officer patch authorized to be worn in this area is to be specific to the American Legion Riders. Examples of this are President, Vice President, Treasurer and Sergeant At Arms. Post officer patches and area commissioner are allowed but only in the personal area of the vest and/or jacket.” 
*Motion to accept the changes to the ALR Uniform Manual by Mike Smith. 2nd by Lino Torres. Passed by vote of DEC. 
 
17.   New Business  
       	 
*Mick-Move to relase the charge sheet and decisions from the Review Board and Executive Committee to all membership. 2nd by Lino Torres. 
*Rey-Would like to table the motion until able to confer with Judge Advocate Ralph Wenzinger. 
*Motion to table the motion until able to confer with the Judge Advocate by Bob Perryman. 2nd by Gene Hobdy. Passed by vote of DEC. 
*James-I’m obviously against this. The maker of the motion recused himself from everything. This is up to the DEC. I think the motion is out of order. 
 
18.   Sick / Memorial  
 
*Bill Merian went to Post Everlasting on November 13. He was a member of Chapter 111, Services will be December 13. 
*Marcia Sambrano is very ill. She will have cancer surgery tomorrow. She’s in bvad shape. 
*Monique Clemons is ill. 
*Patrick McDowell is on the liver transplant list. 
*Warren Halstead has health issues. 
 
19.   Good of the Riders 
 
*Patch-Patrick Tafoya has moved to New Mexico. We wish him well. 
*Bob Perryman-Would hate to see this forum turn into a vendetta forum between members or other riders. Let’s make sure there is no personal issue before bringing a problem to the DEC. The DEC meeting is for DEC business. Rey-Agree. 
 
20.   Next Meeting Date – 19 December 2019 1900 or 7:00 PM Due to Christmas 
 
21.   Benediction – Mick Sobczak 
 
22.   Adjournment – President Rey Ruiz @ 8:30pm 
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