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Department of California 
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For God and Country 
 
DEC Minutes 
December 19, 2019 
 
1. Called to Order - President Rey Ruiz @ 7pm 
 
2. Invocation – Chaplain Monique Clemons 
 
3. Pause for MIA - President Rey Ruiz 
 
4. Pledge of Allegiance - Sgt. At Arms Mike Smith 
 
5. ALR Preamble - President Rey Ruiz 
 
6. Roll Call - Secretary Debbie Proffitt 
 
President-Rey Ruiz;                          		               Vice President-Fred Branson;                                                    	Sergeant-At-Arms-Mike Smith;	                            Treasurer-Leonard Phillips;  AB                                              	Secretary-Debbie Proffitt;                         		   Chaplain-Monique Clemons; 
Judge Advocate-Ralph Wenzinger; EX                       Historian/Jr Past-Mick Sobczak;                                          Safety Officer-Rob Carrier;                                          Service Officer-George Smith;                  Webmaster/Public Relations-Jim Oxley; 	               Quartermaster-Mike Clement; AB                 
Membership/Legacy Run-Rochelle Billet-Smith;       Convention & Rally-Ken Sutton;  EX                              Ways and Means-Vacant                                             Area 1 VP-Bob Perryman;                              Area 2 VP- Sean Ramsay; AB                                      Area 3 VP-Paul LaPierre;  EX                                          Area 4 VP-Joel Lopez; AB                                	    Area 5 VP-Gene Hobdy;  AB                                Area 6 VP-Lino Torres; 
 
Guests: Dennis McClary; Poncho Villa; Paul Patricio; David Corbin; Larry Brandt; Chris Molina; Rory Airheart; James Adames; Hy Libby; Cindy Gano; JD Bennett                                         
 
7. Additions to the Agenda –  
 
None 
 
8. Approval of Minutes – November 20th Minutes  
 
Motion to accept the November 20, 2019 minutes as electronically transmitted, pending correction, by Mike Smith. 2nd by Mick Sobczak. Passed by vote of DEC. 
 
 
9. Financial Report – Leonard Phillips/Rey Ruiz 
 
Reserve=$30,249 
Collected $8890 from Per Capita, $220 from Delegate Fees and $150 from new chapters. 
Total = $97,647.10 minus reserve. 
Motion to accept the Finance report as submitted, pending audit, by Mick Sobczak. 2nd by Mike Smith. Passed by vote of DEC. 
 
10.   Presidents Report – Rey Ruiz 
 
*November 23rd escorted busses from Loma Linda VA Hospital to the VFW in Azusa for their 
Thanksgiving Holiday Luncheon. 
*December 1st attended the Area 2 Presidents Meeting in Brentwood, CA. 
*December 11th – 16th participated with the National Commanders Visit/Escort. The escort trip was shortened because the National Commander had a meeting in Arkansas that he had to attend. 
 
11.   Vice President Report – Fred Branson 
 
12.   Sgt. At Arms Report – Mike Smith 
 
*Merry Christmas everyone. 
*On December 1 I attended the Area 2 President’s meeting with Rey and Mick. 
*Sent the revised Uniform Manual to Jim Oxley. 
*Thanks to everyone for your patience with the National Commander’s escort. I joined on Saturday. Was a good escort. After action report coming soon. 
 
13.   Secretary Report – Debbie Proffitt 
 
*Have been tracking the chapter roster updates. They will be updated to the Area VPs 2x per week. There are many chapters who haven’t updated their rosters since spring or early summer. 
*There will be 5 requirements to seat delegates. 1. Per capita paid. Due by January 31, 2020. 2. Bylaws-Due March 1, 2020. Still waiting for the Judge Advocate to finish the template. 3. End of Year Report. Due April 1, 2020. 4. Delegate fees. Due April 1, 2020. 5. Delegate Report. Due April 6, 2020. If a chapter is not sending delegates, they still must submit a delegate report. 
*Working on securing hotels for the Legacy Run on June 11 and June 12, 2020. 
*Chapter 716 had their annual Toys for Tots breakfast on December 1. 10 chapters attended. 
*Escorted Santa from the post to the Joint Forces Training Base on December 13. 
*Delivered 6 large boxes of gifts to the JFTB for our 2 adopted military families on December 13. 
*Participated in Wreaths Across America at the Memory Garden Memorial Park in Brea. Most participants and wreaths to date. 
*Will have out annual New Year’s Day ride to Flo’s Airport Café. KSU from post 716 at 11am. 
 
14.   Area Reports –  
 
a. Area 1 VP – Bob Perryman  
 
*Chapters/Posts served dinner for Thanksgiving. 
*Chapter 521 served more than 70 dinners. 
*Multiple chapters participated in Wreaths Across America. 
*Ch 587 had 18 wreaths last year and 90 this year. 
*Ch 521 and post 807 had breakfast with Santa. No chapter at post 807 as there is an MC that uses the post as a clubhouse. 
*The Legion family was in the parade in Rio Linda. The Lowkey was a hit. 
*Sending emails to chapters to get the rosters updated and the per capita sent in. 
*Sending emails about the Suicide Awareness ride. Trying to get all chapters to donate $122. 
*Ch 521 adopted 3 families for Christmas. 2 are homeless veterans and 1 is a family. 
*The chapter and Sons at 521 will be hosting a New Year’s Eve dinner. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
b. Area 2 VP – Sean Ramsey/Hy Libby 
 
*Had a good Area 2 President’s meeting on December 1. 
*Decided to sanction events at Livermore as Area 2 events. Getting a budget together. The next event will be around May. Will have area wide organizational meetings for fundraising. Whatever is needed after fundraising will be apportioned from each chapter determined by membership numbers. The event will be hosted at the Brentwood post. 
*Will be participating on February 22 on the Suicide Awareness events across the area. 
*No recap of recent events. 
 
c. Area 3 VP – Paul La Pierre 
 
d. Area 4 VP – Joel Lopez 
 
e. Area 5 VP – Gene Hobdy/Larry Brandt 
 
*Took part in 2 toy runs at chapters 716 and 421. 
*Participated last Thursday in the National Commander escort. 
*Was at the chapter 460 meeting last night and gave them a snapshot of that one day. 
*Mick-There is a chapter with only 4 members. Are we going to suspend them? Rey- Will check on them and wait until the January meeting. 
 
d. Area 6 VP – Lino Torres 
 
*Took the People’s Choice award in the Lancaster parade. Took 4th in the Rosemond parade. 
*Will be doing a fundraiser for the Suicide Awareness Run. 
*On December 1, chapter 348 had a chili cookoff. 
*Participated in Wreaths Across America at the Lancaster Cemetery with chapter 311. 
*Participated in day 4 of the National Commander’s escort with chapters 311, 43 and 507. 
*Had the last Monday Night Football event at the Pete Knight Veterans Home. 
*Had a call from Cindy Gano in Area 1. Her uncle, John Wright, lives in the area and   has no relatives and asked if riders could go visit. Lino and his wife had a great visit with him. More riders will be visiting. 
*Gino from the Guadalupe chapter sent a note that they will disband. Checked with the post Commander and he hasn’t heard anything. Will check on them. 
*Will have a report on Cambria next month. 
*Dave Corbin- Chapters 507, 348 and 311 will host the Suicide Awareness Run events. The money will go to Silver Paws Ranch. There has been a $600 donation already from the post. Cost to ride is $10 per person. Will have a deep pit BBQ lunch at $10. 
*Cindy Gano-Thank you to Lino and his wife for visiting her uncle. The visit meant the world to him. 
 
15.   Committee Reports –  
 
a. Quartermaster – Mike (Patch) Clement 
  
b. Public Relations/Website – Jim Oxley  
 
*Posted the revised Uniform Manual on the website. 
*Removed 4 chapters. 
*Asked about removing District 2. Told to go ahead. 
 
c. Convention and Rally – Ken Sutton  
 
d. Judge Advocate Report – Ralph Wenzinger 
 
e. Service Officer – George Smith 
 
*Blue Water claims- 
Vietnam-If you were within 12 miles from shore. 
Thailand-January 9, 1962-May 7, 1975 
Korea-April 1, 1968-August 31, 1971  
If you have a previous claim, mention it when applying. It should be retroactive. 
 
f. Safety Committee – Rob Carrier 
 
*No report 
*Bob Perryman-Have you heard from chapter 119 about having a safety course there? 
*Yes. April may be a better month to do it. 
 
g. Membership Officer – Rochelle Billet-Smith  
 
*Rosters need to be updated. 
*There are chapters in Areas 1 and 3 that have no POCs. 
 
h. Historian – Mick Sobczak 
 
*Progress 
  
i. California Legacy Run – Rochelle Billet-Smith 
 
*Website is pending. Waiting for the day 1 and day 3 routes. Goal is to have it up by New Year’s Eve. 
*There are 4 posts locked in for meals. Working on the 5th. 
*Working on getting wreaths donated. 
 
j. Jr. Past President – Mick Sobczak 
 
*Had fun on the National Commander’s escort. 
 
k. ALR Commissioner – Paul Patricio 
 
*No report 
 
16.   Old Business  
 
a. Past President’s Club ADHOC Committee Chair? 
 
*Will be putting an email out to all presidents. 
 
b. Outreach work with big 6 VFW, Combat Vets, Am Vets, Vietnam Vets, ALR form ADHOC Committee Fred Branson 
 
*The other clubs are hesitant for their chapters to work with us. They consider us elitist. Called and scheduled a call with Randy after the first of the year. 
*Would like to get a calendar/clearing house up for all club events so each club would know what the others were doing and could support. The clubs say they’ve put events out to the chapters but none show up. 
 
c. Veteran Suicide Awareness California Run TBI Mick Sobczak 
 
*Areas 1, 2, 5 and 6 are on board. 
 
d. 5 Rules – Update and vote 
 
*Rey sent an email to Paul Brown that the ALR wants to and will come into compliance with the 5 rules as sent down by the National Judge Advocate. The email stated how the ALR would come into compliance. Paul Brown sent an email back stating the ALR doesn’t dictate what happens. Department wants the finances of the ALR rolled into their finances and they will give us a line item in their budget. Their admins would write the checks, etc. as Rey understands it. We have our own EIN number but would take on the Department EIN since we are under them. If the post and chapter can keep their finances separate then the Department and the ALR can do so also. 
*Mike Smith-Agrees with Rey. We are following what they have asked for. 
*Mick-Agrees with Mike. What’s good for the chapter/post should be good for the Department/ALR. This should be a vote of the Department DEC not Paul Brown. 
If it can’t be worked out Department can pull the ALRDOC charter. 
*Rey-Will be attending all Area DEC meetings between now and March to state the ALR case.  
*George-Has had 2 occasions to speak to Paul Brown and ask for clarifications. Paul gave him his idea of the clarifications. George asked where the answers were in the Constitution or Bylaws. Paul couldn’t produce an answer. 
*Bob P-Sons have been doing this for years. It’s a catch 22. If Department backs off on the Riders, they will have to back off on the Sons. There are many Legionnaires throughout the state that don’t like the Riders. If we were to lose the charter and every Rider who is a Legionnaire left the Legion, that would only be about 1,000 out of 90,000. 
Precedence has been set with the Sons. Look at the whole picture and be careful. 
Poncho-Spoke with 2 people. Past Commander Floyd Martin and incoming Commander Autry James. Got good information. We are under Department so we need to use the Department tax ID number. Right now, we are not operating as a program because of the different tax number. This has come down from the new National Judge Advocate. Rumors are out there. Department wouldn’t be taking over the money. That is restricted to our program. Department wants a signatory on the account. Asked if Rey had sat with the National Commander and Mr. Brown during the escort to discuss things. Rey stated no, it wasn’t discussed. Poncho recommended that Rey call Autry James and talk to him and bring the information talked about back to the DEC. Rey agreed to talk to Mr. James. Fred asked about other Departments and Poncho replied that they are having to come into compliance also. 
 
e. Request from Mick to release to membership the charge sheet, trial board decision & the DEC decision.  
 
*Vote is only for elected members. 
*Mick moved that discussion is limited to 3 minutes for each voting member. 2nd by Mike Smith. There was much, much discussion as to who could vote, who could have voice, whether there was an agenda behind the request, etc. The Judge Advocate’s reply for clarification was read but was deemed not clarified. Rey moved that the motion be tabled until clarification on a section of the Trial Manual could be had and whether Mick had a vote. 
 
17.   New Business 
 
*Ways and Means has had no chairperson all year. Motion to accept the appointment of Dennis McClary as the Ways and Means chairperson by Mike Smith. 2nd by Hy Libby. Passed by vote of DEC.  
 
18.   Sick / Memorial  
 
19.   Good of the Riders 
 
*JD Bennet-Area 3 will have a Suicide Awareness Run on February 2n, 2020 hosted by chapters 3, 11, 23, 100 and 509. Putting out information and flyers. Run is open to all areas. Can email flyers to area VPS. Email is usmcpatriot@comcast.net 
 
20.   Next Meeting Date – 23 January 2020 1900 or 7:00 PM  
 
21.   Benediction – Fred Branson 
 
22.   President’s Charge 
 
23.   Adjournment – President Rey Ruiz @ 8:44pm 
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