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For God and Country

DEC Minutes
July 23, 2026


1. Call to Order –  Director Ralph Wenzinger @ 7:00 pm

2. Invocation – Vice Director-Chris Molina

3. Pause for POW/MIA – Vice Director Cris Molina

4. Pledge of Allegiance – Sergeant-at-Arms Cory Wattenbarger

5. ALR Preamble – Director Ralph Wenzinger

6. Roll Call - Secretary Rochelle Billet-Smith

Director- Ralph Wenzinger
[bookmark: _heading=h.fnayryh1p0e]Vice Director – Cris Molina 
Sergeant-At-Arms/Uniform – Cory Wattenbarger
Area 1 Vice-D/Awards and Recognition – Missy Griffiths
Area 2 Vice-D – Pete Torrecillas
Area 3 Vice-D/Ways and Means – Michelle Wattenbarger	
Area 4 Vice-D – Milan Morgan 
Area 5 Vice-D – Edmund Arguello
Area 6 Vice-D – Vahid Jafroodi
Jr Past Director/ Parliamentarian – Mike Smith
Secretary/Credentials/California Legacy Run – Rochelle Billet-Smith
Chaplain – Robert Lassotovich -Excused
Historian/Public Relations – Louisa Carson
Judge Advocate/Constitution and Bylaws – Tom Lively
[bookmark: _heading=h.ji2lnr49nz7o]Membership – Danielle Lively 
Quartermaster – Daren Griswold
Safety Officer/Safety – Andrew Trapani-Excused, Bernadette Staples
Service Officer – J D Bennett-Absent
Treasurer/Finance – Debbie Proffitt
Webmaster – Joe Peterson
Convention and Rally – Bob Atchley-Excused
Resolutions – Mark Rice 

Guests: (TALDOC, ALR, etc)
Director Barry Hess-Chapter 852
Vice Director Ed Caler-Chapter 82
Director Richard Carrillo-Chapter 507
Director David Harrison” Cowboy”-Chapter 428
Greg Martin Area 2 Alternate, Past President -District 28
Luis Torres Area 2 Alternate, Director-Chapter 202
Junior Past President / Parliamentarian, Current Sergeant-at-Arms-Department of California
Stephen Nance-Alternate Area 3
Past President Mick Sobczak- Spoke about members of the organization going after another member. This all about being Legionnaires, Auxiliary and Sons who ride motorcycles and support our parent organization

7. Additions to the Agenda
A. “Under Unfinished Business” Treasurer to address the issue or request for Quickbooks.
B. “Under New Business” Request of the DEC the temporary appointment of the Safety Officer.

8. Approval of Minutes – June 18, 2026 DEC minutes-Accepted as electronically transmitted.
 
9. Financial Report – Debbie Proffitt

As of 7/21/2026
WF beginning bank balance    	 $39,836.41
Debits(in)			          +$125.32	 
Credits(out)				-$1288.84
WF ending balance		 	 $38,672.89			 
PayPal current		         + $19,913.52
--------------------------------------------------------
Ending total balance		=$58,586.41
California Legacy Run 		 -$23,727.62
--------------------------------------------------------
Operational funds			=$34,858.79

	Bank debits = CLR donations, interest
Bank credits = Brentwood Embroidery, Squarespace, Mossygal (Mike Phillips for sewing patches to new berets).

	PayPal debits = QM store invoice payments, CLR donation.
PayPal credits = refunds for overpayment of QM orders.

Savings account update-No update from Department this month.

The request for QuickBooks was looked into. This will be under old business.


10.   Director’s Report – Ralph Wenzinger

  Jun 20	Steve Weber Memorial Poker Run Chapter 48 Ventura	
	  Jun 25	American Legion Auxiliary Convention
	  Jun 26	Sons of the American Legion Convention
	  Jun 27-28	TAL DOC Convention
	  Jun 29	California Legacy Run Committee
	  Jun 30	Convention and Rally Committee
	  July 3	Chapter 26 Bakersfield Installation of Officers
	  July 7	Convention and Rally Committee	
	  July 10	TAL 15th District Installation of Officers
	  July 13	California Legacy Run Committee
	  July 19	Chapter 221 Tehachapi Installation of Officers
	  July 20	Finance Committee
	  July 21	Flag Raising Ceremony, Mercy House, Bakersfield 
	  July 21	Convention and Rally Committee 		

	  Other Events / Meetings attended:
	
	  July 3	Post 26 / Squadron 26 Bakersfield Installation of Officers
	  July 8	Chapter 26 Bakersfield meeting	
		
	  Upcoming plans as Director: 

	  Aug 1	TALDOC DEC Post 83 Merced
	  Aug 2	Chapter 88 Turlock Breakfast
	  Aug 8	ALRDOC Convention Site Walk Thru Chapter 18 Visalia

  Good of the Riders:

In the Summer of 1950, Corporal George Hill, 18 years of age, went missing in South Korea      while serving with the U.S. Army. On July 9, 2025, 75 years after his disappearance, the remains of Corporal Hill were identified after being disinterred from the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu, Hawaii. Corporal Hill’s remains were flown to San Francisco International Airport on July 13, 2026 where he was met on the tarmac by Chapter 105 Redwood City, Area 2 Vice Commander Phil Cazella, and others. On July 15, 2026, Corporal Hill was interred at Golden Gate National Cemetery with Chapter 105  present along with relatives of Corporal Hill.

Our Commander, Janice Somers, wanted me to express her thanks to Chapter 105’s for representing the Department of California.

This is a prime example of why we should never forget there are families amongst us who are still waiting for the return of their POWs and MIAs. 

In closing, our Vice Director, Cris Molina, will be conducting next month’s DEC meeting while I am out of California travelling.      



11.   Vice Director’s Report – Cris Molina
           Participated in the July 4th parade in Sunland/Tujunga. 
           This parade was almost cancelled by the City of LA, but the community and 
           American Legion Post 377 rallied and the parade happened. 
           It was followed by a community event at Post 377. 
           We were joined by Chapters 43, 48, and 507 as well as other LEO-friendly clubs. 
           Attended the events at Post 328 for the ALR Chapter 328 Poker Run. 
           Attended the ABC 5 year anniversary party hosted by ALR Chapter 428.

12.   Sgt. At Arms’ Report –Cory Wattenbarger

 1817 miles. I attended various ALR events in Area 3 and Area 1. I also attended the Legion
convention in Visalia from Jun 25 th – 28th. I spent the Fourth of July with some riders from
Visalia, and then road to the Orville Chapter’s Bike show on July 11th which had a great
turnout and appeared to be a huge success.
Over the upcoming months, I plan to visit chapters in Areas 1, 4, and 6.
Also would like to add that the Bylaws that we are governed under are from the newest member to the highest leadership.

13.   Secretary’s Report – Rochelle Billet-Smith

              1. June 20th Steven Weber Memorial Poker Run Chater 48 Ventura
              2. June 23rd Attended Constitution and Bylaws meeting
              3. June 24th Attended Convention and Rally meeting
              4. June 27th   Attended   American Legion Convention and Auxiliary Convention
              5. June 29th Attended California Legacy Run Committee meeting
              6. July 8th ALR Chapter 26 Meeting
              7. July 10th District 15 Installation of officers
              8. July 13th California Legacy Run Committee meeting
              9. July 19th Installation of Post 221 Tehachapi officers
              10. July 20th Finance Committee meeting
              11. July 23rd ALRDOC meeting

		   As Secretary I have…
               Completed and sent out post DEC minutes
               Answering phone calls, emails and text messages
               Area Tracking Reports sent, will be sent out daily starting 7/24/2026
               Reports Received:
               Area 1-8
               Area 2-5
               Area 3-0
               Area 4-3
             Area 5-11
             Area 6 -2






14.   Area Reports – 
a.  Area 1 Vice D – Missy Griffiths

 Overview
Area 1 continues to build strong communication between chapters while encouraging participation, visibility within our communities, and support of one another's events. It has been encouraging to see Riders traveling throughout the area to support fellow chapters and represent the American Legion Riders in a positive manner.

Chapter 28 – Petaluma
Contact was established with Secretary Joe Noriel. The chapter continues to struggle with attendance. Plans are in place to attend the August 11 meeting with Riders from Chapter 111 and invite Chapter 28 to future rides.

Chapter 92 – McCloud
Officer elections resulted in Clerissa 'Missy' Griffiths being elected Director, Mike Hicklin elected Vice Director, and Carolyn Glenn elected Secretary. The June 20 Poker Run attracted nearly 40 motorcycles. The chapter voted to continue holding the event on the third Saturday in June. One new vetted member joined and additional prospective members continue participating.

Chapter 95 – Oroville
Stars, Stripes & Bikes was a successful event attended by ALR Chapters 18, 92, 95, 111, 119, 437, 476, and 673 along with motorcycle clubs and community members. Bike games and fellowship highlighted the day, and proceeds will benefit veterans and chapter programs.

Chapter 111 – Healdsburg
Six Riders and one passenger traveled 663–750 miles to attend Chapter 95's event. Ron Collier was recognized for over ten years of service with the Missing in America Project. Membership has grown to 28 Riders.

Chapter 210 – Gridley
The 2nd Annual Warren McCutcheon Poker Run is scheduled for August 22. Chapter 210 will also host the Area 1 Meeting on August 29 at 10:00 a.m., with a possible group ride afterward.

Chapter 437 – Clearlake
Director Willie Long was reminded of COO and POC reports. The chapter's Car & Bike Show is scheduled for August 15 and regular meetings continue on the third Saturday of each month.

Chapter 673 – Durham
Although dark for the summer, the chapter remains active through community events, parades, poker runs, flag displays, outreach booths, blood drives, and support of neighboring chapters.




Closing Remarks
Area 1 continues to demonstrate strong chapter cooperation and dedication to veterans and our communities. Thank you to every Rider for your continued service. For God and Country.

b.  Area 2 Vice D – Pete Torrecillas

  Volunteer Hours         25
  Miles Ridden              474
  Donation    		   $20.00
  Honor Missions          5

  Community Events     Monkey Trail Ranch, Hollister Veterans Dinner, Post 121 
  Breakfast, 

  Events within my Area in the coming weeks & month:  Laguna Seca races
  Chapter 82

  How many volunteer hours did your Chapter/District donate?           54
  Number of events your Chapter/District supported this month?         8

Chapter 202

Function # 1: Friday evening, 03 July 2026, Chapter 202 Riders Attended/participated in South American ZUMBA Dance affairs. Riders wore official Riders Vest and Beret to promote Rider’s existence and possibly recruit new Riders from the participating Veterans from all of Contra Costa County.

Events within our Area in the coming weeks & months:
Function # 2 03 July 2026 decorate Post 202 for 4th of July 2026 ceremony. 
Function # 3: 04 July, City of Brentwood 4th of July 250th celebration. Chapter 202 Riders rode/participated in the 4th of July festivities, e.g., Scavenger hunts, face painting games for kids, vintage care show, etc.   
Function # 4:07 July 2026 Chapter 202 Riders attended City of Brentwood, City counsel board meeting, to provide report to City hall on Chapter 202 Riders activities on the 4th of July 2026 parade and community participation. 
Function # 5:  11 July 2026. Rider’s attended official recognition of Chapter 202’s Director (Shadow), Chapter 202’s Sergeant at Arms (Road-Kill) and Chapter 202 Secretary (Raptor) being recognized as an honorable Veteran by the city of Brentwood. All photo banner displayed at Brentwood’s Veteran’s park. Photos of Shadow’s banner available upon request. Banner will remain in Veterans Park until Veterans Day November 2026.

District 28

06/14/26	ALR District 28 Monthly Meetings
06/26/26	Mikes Veteran Run
07/03-04/26	Hollister Independence Rally 
07/06/26	Honor Mission Kevin Thomas Hammill USN - Watsonville to Santa Nella
07/10/26	MotoAmerica Superbike Speedfest

Events within my Chapter in the coming weeks & month:

                       Aug 6-7	Pre-Reunion & Corkscrew Hillclimb ??
                       Aug 12-15	Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion

Events planned for the months to come:
 10/03/26       ALR D28 POW/MIA Recognition Ceremony & Poker Run

c.  Area 3 Vice D – Michelle Wattenbarger

Area 3 Vice Director:
1488 miles. I attended various ALR events in Area 3 .  I also attended the Auxiliary convention in Visalia from Jun 25th – 28th.  I spent the Fourth of July with Area 3 riders, and I attended the Orville Chapter’s Bike show on July 11th and had the opportunity to spend time with Missy, the Area 1 VD.  

Chapter reports:

HANFORD 3:
No Report received

VISALIA  18:
Mileage 5875

PORTERVILLE 20:
1292 miles

SANGER 23:
No Report received

BAKERSFIELD 26:
No report received

TURLOCK 88
7846 miles

LEMOORE 100:  COO report received
792 miles 
Consist of funerals, escorts & flaglines for our fallen veterans.  Visit to Hollister and chapter breakfast rides. 

SUTTER CREEK 108
No report received

CLOVIS 147:
1986 miles

RIPON 190:
350 Miles

TEHACHAPI 221:
9,232 miles

CAL CITY 476:
Total miles: 3970
Post 476 Membership Appreciation night
July Fourth Celebration 
Orville Chapter 95 Bike Show 

FRESNO 509:
48 miles
Monthly dinner, officer installation, attending the 250th year celebration at Post 509

RIDGECREST 684:  
No Report received

d.  Area 4 Vice D – Milan Morgan

Since our last DEC meeting, I have participated with my Chapter in the following events: 
Multiple Chapter 61 rides and attended the Chapter 61 Meetings on 7/10/2026.
                         
		Since our last DEC meeting, as Area 4 Vice Director, I have done the following: 
Attended Post 43 Membership meeting on 7/20/2026.

		Since our last DEC meeting the chapters in my Area have done the following:
Chapter 61:   Held July Chapter meeting and had several Chapter rides.
Chapter 184: Nothing significant to report.
Chapter 359: Nothing significant to report.
Chapter 804: Nothing significant to report.

		Chapter events within my Area in the coming weeks & month: 
Chapter 61:   Nothing significant to report.
Chapter 184: Nothing significant to report.
Chapter 359: Nothing significant to report.
Chapter 804: Nothing significant to report.
 
e.  Area 5 Vice D – Edmund Arguello

 Guido
-6/19-ALR Officer Installation Ch 365, Vista (5 miles)
-6/25-6//28-Attended American Legion/Sons of the American Legion Conventions in Visalia, CA (600 cage miles)
-7/6-Escort Ride from Preston and Simons Mortuary in Riverside to RNC for Marcos Valencia, USMC/FCC Victorville (165 miles)
-7/17-ALR Officer Installation, Part 2 st Ch 365, Vista (5 miles)
-7/18-Attended ABC 5-Year anniversary ALR Ch 180, Azusa, Ch 299, Chino, & Ch 428, Banning in Banning (125 miles)
-7/25-Area 5 Director’s Meeting at Ch 146, Oceanside (15 miles)

A5 Alternates
Bernadette “Flat Tire”
-7/11-Attended Ch 328, Norco Annual Poker Run (5 miles)

Mike “Wrench” Yirka
Nothing submitted

Ray “Handlebars”
-6/25-ALR Officer Installation for Ch 112, Ontario (69 miles)
-7/18-ABC Celebration a Ch 428, Banning (80 miles)
-7/19-ALR Officer Installation at Ch 299, Chino (80 miles)

David “Cowboy” Harrison
-6/20- Going to Post 106, Redlands to support Matthew’s family.
-7/4- Went to 421, Highland Eric & Sara’s Wedding
-7/18– Ch 428, Banning Riders ABC 5-year anniversary Party.

Area Chapter Activities
-Post 426, Yucaipa, wants to start a Chapter, Paperwork to be turned in when received at Director’s Meeting (Cowboy & Shenanigans are handling their paperwork)
-Post 751, Newberry Springs wants to start a Chapter; will meet with them to follow up and get them rolling

Other
-We would like to find out about hosting an American Legion Riders National Western Romp, that would probably have to be hosted by several Chapters working together
-I’m getting a lot of complaints regarding payments and amount of time it takes to receive items from Quartermaster

Sick/Memorial
-Laura Mendez, Resigned her position as Alternate Vice Director because of Health issues

Good of the Riders
-I was reminded by some of the rider’s I was with about how they felt unwelcomed when they attended an event at another American Legion Post. I suggested that everyone needs to make newcomers (maybe not new to the American Legion, but new to the post) feel welcome. The whole “Be the One” campaign is predicated on engaging others and welcoming others. So, I remind everyone, not just riders, “BE THE ONE!” Introduce yourself to everyone in the post and ask them if they are from the post, visiting, or would like to join. The worst they can do is say “No! Fuck Off Creep! Stranger Danger!” And we would laugh.




f.  Area 6 Vice D – Vahid Jafroodi

The following information represents all activity reports I was able to obtain from the American Legion Riders Chapters within Area 6 during this reporting period.
To improve the reporting process, I requested that each chapter submit their reports electronically directly to me. I also asked each chapter’s Point of Contact (POC) to ensure their information was entered and forwarded in a timely manner so I would not have to personally track down missing reports. Additionally, I personally visited approximately 90% of the chapters and spoke directly with their members, requesting that reports be submitted to me prior to forwarding them to you.
The following is the status of each chapter:

Chapter 43 – Hollywood: No report submitted.
Chapter 48 – Oxnard: Attended three memorials and one funeral escort; participated in three poker runs; hosted the Area 16 District Meeting at our Post; successfully raffled a 2001 Harley-Davidson Sportster; rode in the Fourth of July Parade; participated in several group rides and our monthly dinner ride.
Chapter 50 – Paso Robles: No report submitted.
Chapter 136 – Arroyo Grande: No report submitted.
Chapter 176 – San Fernando: No report submitted.
Chapter 180 – Azusa: No report submitted.
Chapter 211 – Lompoc: No report submitted.
Chapter 311 – Lancaster: Attended two poker runs, one funeral, and conducted a chapter ride. Report was submitted through the web reporting system.
Chapter 348 – Palmdale: No report submitted.
Chapter 377 – Tujunga: No report submitted.
Chapter 507 – Newhall: No report submitted. However, I am aware they attended the Steve Weber Memorial Poker Run and volunteered to serve on the Area 6 Membership Committee.
Chapter 534 – Orcutt: No report submitted. Their poker run is scheduled for July 25.
Chapter 741 – Camarillo: No report submitted. They held their poker run on July 18 and have remained active within their community.
Chapter 755 – Covina: No report submitted.

15.   Officer Reports-
a. Jr. Past Director – Mike Smith

I attended Chapter 328 Poker Run on July 11, 2026. Great event! 

b. Chaplain – Robert Lassotovich
c. Historian – Louisa Carson

6/25-28 AL & ALA Convention
6/17/26 Veterans Appreciation Dinner
 7/3-5/26 Various 4th of July Events
Post & Chapter 18 Installation 7/9/2026 
Coffee w/Vet x4 Post 785 5 Riders
ALA Unit 20 Installation
District 15 Installation
7/11/26 Stars, Stripes, & Bikes ALR Ch 95
Unit 20 Pool & BBQ 7/18/26
VHD Summer Appreciation Ride 7/19/26
	 
Since our last DEC meeting, as an officer, I have done the following:

I have made 8 TikToks & Facebook postings with chapters. PR Committee organized.
 
Upcoming plans as an Officer:

2 Posts/Units/Chapters/Squadrons events.
Convention meetings with vendors, sponsors, and facility. Re-vamping Area Pages by getting input from each area to post clips/albums alongside the flyers.

d. Judge Advocate – Tom Lively

Spoke to several chapters about interpretation of Bylaws regarding discipline of members
Attended American Legion Convention in Visalia
Attended ABC Anniversary in Banning
Progress

e. Membership Officer – Danielle Lively

  Membership Report 

AREA 1:	270		13 CHAPTERS	Decrease of 9 since June & 1 Chapter
AREA 2:	180		 9 CHAPTERS	Increase of 1 since June
AREA 3:	345		15 CHAPTERS	
AREA 4:	41		 4 CHAPTERS
AREA 5:	727		33 CHAPTERS	(595 Inactive)	
AREA 6:	247		14 CHAPTERS

TOTAL MEMBERS:	1810	  (Decrease of 4 since June)	88 CHAPTERS

f. Parliamentarian – Mike Smith
We are doing wonderfully submitting reports electronically.

g. Quartermaster – Daren Griswold

Store Activity: 
The current status of store orders is as follows: 
· 11 new orders made in this period 
· 12 “COMPLETED” as shipment delivered 
· 3 “INVOICED” but not yet paid. 
· 4 “PMT REC” but not yet “In Process” 
· 5 “IN PROCESS” while we wait for patches to be produced. 
· 2 “SHIPPED” and in transit 

Of the 11 orders made by Chapters, we had a total of 27 patches and 1 store item, generating a total amount invoiced of $2,780. The total amount invoiced since the beginning of the fiscal year is $10,363.85. 

Quartermaster Activities: 
No new activities to report.

h. Safety Officer – Andrew Trapani

As of the date of this report, no incidents have been reported.
Bernadette Staples-Nothing to add to the report

i. Service Officer – J D Bennett

  Good evening fellow Riders,
It has been an interesting month for legislation. Congress found a way to pit Veterans and Veterans organizations against one another with H.R. 9237. This piece of legislation tied 61 bills (legislation) together. For the last few years, the National Legislative Counsel has been fervently working to pass the Major Richard Star Act, and each year Congress has let us down by not passing this great piece of legislation. The Major Richard Star Act gives combat injured and medically retired Veterans the ability to collect their rightful pension and receive VA compensation for  injuries/medical issues arising from military service. During this legislative session Congress wrapped the Major Richard Starr Act inside legislation with 60 other bills and told us it was a good piece of legislation all the sudden. The caveat is we must pass the big bill with 61 pieces of legislation in it to get the Major Richard Star Act. The price we pay? We give up Tinnitus and Sleep Apnea as primary medical conditions and they will now be rated as secondary conditions to another medical issue. If a veteran is currently rated with tinnitus and sleep apnea and file another claim with the VA, tinnitus and sleep apnea will be open game for them to take away if not associated with a primary condition. So basically, Congress wants to take compensation from one class of Veterans to pay for combat wounded and medically retired Veterans. Also wrapped in this treacherous piece of pork fat filled legislation is a bill that ups the percentage rates  on VA refinancing of homes, another way to pay for our combat wounded Veterans. Only 16 pieces of Veteran centric legislation is wrapped in these 61 bills, the rest… special projects that members of congress want passed. The American Legion National headquarters got behind this bill, because of the Major Richard Star Act being inside it. The VFW, DAV, MCL, many Veteran non-profits and a vast majority of American Legion members across America, to include our National Executive Committeeman and Alt. National Executive Committeeman oppose this treacherous bill that paves the way for future cuts to Veterans through the VA. This bill was refused on the floor by a narrow margin on Thurs., July 15, and sent back to committee. The Dept. of Texas passed a resolution at their convention condemning H.R. 9237 and opposing National HQ's support position. There is currently a resolution in California that opposes this bill as well, which will be presented to the Dept. DEC next month. Most Veteran Service Organizations and Veterans are asking that section 108 of this legislation be deleted and the Major Richard Star Act be removed and passed on its own merit. Please educate yourselves on this legislation and the negative impact it has on our Veterans. If you have any questions regarding this legislation, please feel free to contact me or one of our Veterans Legislative members for information.

j. Webmaster – Joseph Peterson 

Since our last DEC meeting, I have participated with my chapter in the following:
I have been on vacation touring battlefields of the Civil War.
Butte County “Christmas in July” Toy Run

Since our last DEC meeting, as an officer or Committee Chair, I have done the following:
Updated file folders, on the ALRDOC website.
Update Resources
Worked on coding for a second tracking number
Coded a download button for the ALR Vest fund raiser
Added events to the Events Calendar
Upcoming plans as an Officer/Committee Chair:
Update Website, post upcoming events
Continue working on second tracking number block for store items purchased

Website Analytics for 03/02/2026-03/23/2026
Home 3651
News 379
Events 2396
Photos 324
Resources 733
Quartermaster 503
Chapters 1428

16.   Committee Reports – 
a. [bookmark: _heading=h.p0v1yjrg777b]Awards and Recognition – Missy Griffiths-Nothing to report
b. California Legacy Run – Rochelle Billet-Smith

See Secretary report.

c. Constitution and Bylaws – Tom Lively

·   Meeting of Constitution & Bylaws Committee on Tuesday, June 23, 2026
· Decided to Table Resolution 2026-03 (Non-Member Wear of Back Patch)
· There were several loopholes regarding other State’s interpretations
· Determined not immediately necessary
· Decided to move forward with action to amend Chapter Bylaw template to          include Administrative Removal from Chapter
· Need to decide how to handle Members not currently assigned to a Chapter
· Administrative Holding Chapter
· Would need language in Department Bylaws to allow for this
· Administered by the State Membership Officer
· Would need to be time limited
· Not a permanent placement
· Also useful for Chapters that turn in their Charters
· Administrative Removal is NOT a disciplinary Action, it is an Administrative Action by the membership to remove a member

 Next Constitution & Bylaws Meeting, Tuesday, September 22, 2026

d. Convention and Rally – Bob Atchley
e. Credentials – Rochelle Billet-Smith

No report until February 2027.

f. Finance – Debbie Proffitt

The Finance Committee met on Monday, July 20, 2026.
There were 4 members present, 4 members absent and 1 member excused.
The finance committee went over all documents sent to the Department finance Coordinator monthly.
The committee talked about the possibility of using Zelle instead of PayPal for payments for QM, per capita, delegate fees, donations, etc. Debbie will speak with Joe Peterson to see if this is doable on the website.
The committee talked about the possibility of using Quickbooks in the future. 
The committee talked about other structured payment entities that could also possibly be used. Bryon Smith will look into Zeffy among others.

g. Membership – Danielle Lively
Finalizing Committee member list, looking for one other member for Area 5.
                       Committee to meet in late September.

h. Public Relations – Louisa Carson
                       See Historian Report.
                       Will be setting up a meeting for the Public relations Committee, late August or September.
                       Committee discussed ideas, putting a segment together “American Legion Riders”
                       to be played at 2027 Convention. Also air the segment locally “Visalia” TV and Radio.
                       Please watch what you post or comment on Facebook pages.

i. Resolutions – Mark Rice

Currently there are no resolutions pending. for Convention. 

I received the volunteer roster from Director Wenzinger.  

j. Safety – Andrew Trapani

A safety committee meeting will be held in the month of July. We will be discussing a replacement for the Ryder Cup.
Bernadette Staples-Nothing to report

k. Uniform – Cory Wattenbarger

See Sergeant At Arms report.

l. Ways and Means – Michelle Wattenbarger

With the webmaster’s help, the flyer advertising for the First Mfg. fundraiser has been added to the alrdoc.org website.  I have sold 5 vests this month with an average earning of $25-$30 per vest.  I am keeping records of all purchases with costs, sales, and shipping included.  I will include a copy of that report next month.

I have not held a committee meeting yet, but I plan to reach out to the members over the next 2 weeks to set up meeting dates.

I have other fundraising ideas, but I want the input from the committee before moving forward with them.
Would like to discuss that the fundraising for the First Mfg has been added to the website. Flier has also been added to download and distribute, share on facebook.
                       Merchandise purchased from First Mfg through Ways and Means, 
                       all profit goes back to ALRDOC.   
     
17. Reminder from Director Ralph Wenzinger for all committee chairs:
a. If you’re going to have a committee meeting, I need to be added on the Zoom invite along with the Secretary. Both of us are members of each committee.
b. Committee chairs, I have received from the Area Vice Directors names of members to be added to the committee’s list that were lacking Area members. Members were added on the committee’s list by Joe Peterson “website”. Please check for new members.        

18.  Unfinished Business-

a. Audits (Director) Due to past meeting a motion put out from DEC to reach out to Donny Brannon if he would be able to conduct a forensic audit of our finances for the given years that were in our motion. Director reached out to Donny Brannon earlier this week to ask if he had made a decision, still waiting to hear if he is available to do the audits. Nothing to report.
Will reach to him again, and will report back to the DEC.

b.Treasurer, July 2026 Intuit QuickBooks report
On Tuesday, July 7, 2026 I corresponded with Justin at TechSoup.
I explained who the ALR was and that we are a 501©(19) and asked if our organization would qualify for the discount program.Here is his response.
    “Hello Deborah, unfortunately not.
     The IRS distinguishes in granting tax-exemption to nonprofit  organizations based on their
    organizational and operational structure. In order to qualify as a 501©(3) Public Charity, an
    organization must be both organized and operated exclusively for charitable purposes, and no
    part of the net earnings may inure to the benefit of any private individual.
    A 501©(19) Post or Organization of War Veterans (a “veterans’ organization) is a post,
    organization, auxiliary unit, trust, or foundation composed of past or present members of the
U. S. armed forces, no part of the net earnings inures to the benefit of any private individual.
While a 501©(19) entities in many ways resemble 501©(3) charities, there are several
important distinctions.
For example, veterans’ organizations are permitted to provide insurance benefits to their
members and to conduct both social welfare and activities and social and recreational activities
among its members (all of which are prohibited under section 501©(3)). They are also legally
permitted to lobby more than insubstantially and to engage in political campaign activity.
While some veterans’ organizations are eligible to receive tax-deductible charitable
     contributions from individual donors, not all are permitted to do so without meeting additional
     requirements. This again distinguishes them from 501©(3) charities, all of which are
automatically permitted to receive tax-deductible charitable contributions from donors.
In short, the IRS treats 501©(19) organizations differently from 501©(3) charities precisely
because they have significantly more latitude in their operations than 501©(3) charities do.
    Donors typically prefer the assurance that their contributions will not be utilized for social,
    recreational, or political purposes, and such an assurance can only be obtained through an C         IRSCertification of its status as a 501©(3).
  Therefore, programs available through TechSoup are provisioned with a strict focus on  501©(3)
public charities per agreements with our donation partners. Organizations with other statuses
    simply fall outside of that scope.

Please note that many veterans’ organizations may also qualify for exemption under section
501©(3) as charitable organizations if they meet the requirements for exemption under that
section.”
Justin

On Tuesday, July 7, 2026, I then called Intuit.
I spoke with Spencer and explained that our organization didn’t qualify for a discount through
TechSoup and asked if there were any other discount programs that we might qualify for
QuickBooks. Spencer explained that the only discount program was through TechSoup.
Otherwise, the only discount would be the first 3 months of a subscription would be at 50% of
the normal monthly cost of $38, or $19 per each of the first 3 months and $38 per month after.
      Currently, there is no line item in the ALRDOC 26-27 budget for QuickBooks.
    
Sgt at Arms-Cory Wattenbarger stated that he and the Area 3 Vice Director-Michelle       Wattenbarger offered to pay the first year of Quickbooks, until the next convention. Area Vice Director-Michelle Wattenbarger thanked the treasurer for all of her hard work looking into this matter.
Judge Advocate-Tom Lively spoke, recommended that we take this as a vote through the DEC to acknowledge and accept those funds outgoing and accept the generous donation from the Wattenbargers.
Judge Advocate recommends that this should be a motion sice funds are be distributed out of the reserve funds.
Parliamentarian- agreed with the Judge Advocate.
Area 3 Vice Director-Michelle Wattenbarger made a motion that Cory Wattenbarger and Michelle Wattenbarger make a donation of $285.00 to cover the cost of Quickbooks for the period of August to April.
Point of order: Judge Advocate-Tom Lively, motion should state what is coming out of our reserve funds and will be returned as a donation. Motion was then rephrased by the Area 3 Vice Director-Michelle Wattenbarger that we use $285.00 from our reserve fund to cover the cost of Quickbooks . That for the period of August 2027 thru April of 2027. The amount will be reimbursed by a donation. Motion was 2nd by Area 2 Vice Director Pete Torrecillas.
Questions and discussions: Area 4 Vice Director-Milan Morgan-at the end of the year, what if we do not continue with the use of the Quickbooks. Will there be a problem? Per our Treasurer-Debbie Proffitt, same program is used by the state.
Passed by vote of DEC.

c  Historian-Lou Carson, through the Chair, to our “Webmaster”problem removing POC’s from  their roster.

19. New Business-

a. Andrew Trapani-Safety Officer-quit his current Chapter due to an issue at his post.
Stepped away from his Post and Chapter. Will be looking for a new “Post & Chapter”.
Appoint an “Interim” Safety Officer-Bernadette Staples. Once Andrew Trapanis has a new Post and Chapter, Director Ralph Wenzinger will reappoint Andrew Trapani as the Safety Officer. Director would like to appoint Bernadette Staples as the interim Safety Officer and would like a ratification from the DEC. Area 4 Vice Director-Milan Morgan-move that we accept the Interim Safety Officer “Bernadette Staples” until Andrew Trappani returns.
2nd by Treasurer-Debbie Proffitt. Passed by vote of DEC. Bernadette Staples thanked everyone for their support.

b. Director Ralph Wenzinger discussed regarding problem with Rally at Greenfield. Problem with a member at Post 635 of being unruly, loud, rude, harassing women. Safety issue if rally was held Post 635. Memorial District sent a letter to the Post 635. This information was reported to Convention and Rally Committee, rally has been changed from Post 635 to Post 694 “Marina”. Committee was unanimously agreed to move to Post 694 due to Hy Libby’s help.
That Friday, September 11th, will be a DEC meeting. Will be collecting USA Flags 5x8.

     20.  Sick / Memorial-

Ill/injured: 
A. Laura Mendez-Former Area 5-Alt-personal health problem
B. Craig Hicks - Chapter 88, involved in a accident, recovering send prayers
C. Mark Rubio-Chapter 507, Knee Surgery
D. Lance Heath, Chapter 18, Eye Surgery
E. Lou Carson, Historian, Procedure
	
Upcoming surgeries:
A. Mark Rice-Surgery-8/7/2026, asked for support
B. Director Ralph Wenzinger, Surgery pushed back

Rider Everlasting: None

21.   Good of the Riders- 
A. Treasurer-Debbie Proffitt-Areas 4,5 and 6 Barstow Veterans Home, 11/21/2026
B. Area 5 Vice Director-Edmund Arguello-Area 5 Directors Meeting 7/25/2026
C. Aea 5 Vice Director-Edmund Arguello-Tri-state Run 10/11/2026-10/12/2026
D. Stepen Nance-Area 3 Alternate- Chapter 88 Poker Run 9/12/2026-Info on website
E. Area 2 Vice Director-Pete Torrecillas - Chapter 69 Annual Veterans Run 11/14/2026
F. Historian-Lou Carson -Chapter 18 Pink Ride 10/17/2026
G. Director Ralph Wenzinger - Chapter 534 Orcutt Poker Run
H. Director Ralph Wenzinger- discussed about the escort of Corporal George Hill remains. 
The importance of the POW /MIA Ceremony, that there are Veterans still missing and still have family members waiting for their loved one.
22.   Next Meeting Date –  August 27, 2026 @ 1900 Hours via Zoom

23.   Benediction – Vice Director-Cris Molina

24.   Adjournment – Director Ralph Wenzinger—8:38PM
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